St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit i\
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI 48075 ® ‘
248.569.3405 (phone) | 248.569.0716 (fax)
www. st johnsar meni anchurc

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pa st or

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: L
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian,Pa st or E merr
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian

Deacon Rubik Mailian,Di r ect or of Sacr ed
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Or gani st

Qunday Bublistin

Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/S o or p Baadliawvita kll who are Baptized and
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish
groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign
our Guest Book before you leave so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ
who loves you and depart with His love to serve others.

Aug_wﬂ/' 16, 2015

T Arvweniow Cluwvely Yev 1464
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Celebrant: Fr. Abraham Ohanesian

M

THE LORD’S DAY - SUMMER SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Morning Service /t *~ ¥°. " ¥ ° 26~ " ., Y9 .-18_.am

Divine Liturgy /d3. 26 . 8 - B Y. ... 10: 15 am

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY
Song of Solomon 4:9 15
Isaiah 7:10 16
Galatians 3:29 4:7
Luke 2:17
Lector: Michael Boucher

Owv Clhwvely owd Porisle is o p@ww/ o . .

§ All people are welcome
§ Every person is a minister
§ The world is our collective responsibility
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Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:30 am—5:00 pm
After hours in an emergency, please contact:

Pastor’s Cell: 248.225.9888
Administrator’s Cell: 760.832.1142

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound Please phone the Church Office when you
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor. If
you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be included in the
“Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office.

Home Blessing If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home
blessing, please contact the Church Office.

Baptism Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. For
more information, phone the Church Secretary.

Marriage Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed
wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office.

Parish Membership If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish,
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.

Sunday Bulletin Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by
5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248569.0716, or
emailtoo f f i c e @s | acldter than 5:000pm §Vednesday preceding the Sunday.
requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.
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Posish Conil of S Jokws Avanion: Charcy 2015

Jeffrey E. Axt, Chairman Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor

Paul Andonian, Vice Chairman Peter S. Egigian, Advisor
Michael Kazarian, Treasurer John R. Kalajian, Advisor
Marianne Dardarian, Secretary Christopher Korkoian, Advisor
John Yavruian, Ass’t Treasurer Karmen A. Santourian, Advisor
Ardis Gregory, Ass’t Secretary Gary Hachigian, First Alternate

George Boyagian, Second Alternate
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Todng'b Goapel

Luke 2:1 7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be en-
rolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went
to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to
her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.(2:1 7)

Auwnanl Churdy Penio - Blussing. oy Gropos
Today
The Feast of the Assumption of the Mother of God
SaintMary—Asdvadzadzin

Followingthe B a d atlte anfial St. John Armenian Church Picnic will be held on the church grounds
We invite all of you to join us.

Wity Graitude. ..

We wish to acknowl edge
Khatchig, Levon, and Arda Kafafian for donating the grapes for today’s Blessing of
the Grapes in memory of grandmothers and mothers Marie Arslanian Kafafian and Verjine
Cheteyan and also in memory of beloved mother and wife May (Virginia) Kafafian.

We al so wish to acknowl edge

Jack Mekjian and Family for their grape donation in loving memory of beloved
wife and mother Helen Mekjian.
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Ardash Apigian Stan Armit Araxey Barsamian

Rose Boudakian Daniel Cristiano Cheryl Giesa
Ruben Griffin Frank Houhanisin Movses Movsessian
Fr. Untzag Nalbandian Walter Negosian Fr. Shnorhk Souin

Charles Sonsone V. Rev. Fr.Rosco Turbuhovich
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September 25 - 27,2015
Boutique vendor space available.
Pl ease contact Marianne Dardari an

Doy by Doy Bibly Study
Wednesday, August 26, 2015

12:00 — 2:00 pm
For more information, cal l Yeretzgin

GChrondwa's Attie

We are accepting gently used, clean items for the Festival weekend. Donate household
items, small electronics, children’s toys, games, puzzles, accessories , belts, purses,

scarves, jewelry,books, CDs, DVDs, artwork, collectibles, picture frames, dishes, glassware, vases, etc.
NO CLOTHING OR SHOES.
Please drop off your donations at the Maintenance Office.

Make sure they are properly wrapped,e s peci al ly fragil e i

Receipts available in the church office.



Vit the Porisly Bookstor

NEW: Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00
Armenian Alphabet Wooden Puzzle — $35.00
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items: jewelry,
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.
Operation Nemesis by Eric Bogosian — $28.00 HC
GreatFire,One American’s Mission to Rescue
Century’ s Fi$2890@HCGenoci de
Homage CD: A Tribute to Detroit Armenian Musicians (PBS) — $15.00

.Ax )YOAI 6O &OTi ! O AT EA
Variety of “FORGET-ME-NOT” pins, charms, stickers and silver jewelry.

Wnied- Uhed Asmonan Goots !

The Parish Bookstore is accepting donations of gently used books on Armenian subjects
written in English for its Used Book Sale at this year’s Festival. Kindly drop off books at the church
office during business hours or on Sundays.

Receipts are available in the church office.

ﬂm@%mhﬂ%m%mwwWW@MMwmwﬁmw
The Women’s Guild will be baking and cooking:

Khalkha led by Charlene: Monday, August 17th, 9 am-noon.
Katah led by Terry and Joy: Tuesday, August 18th, 9 am-noon.

Everyone is welcome and needed to participate!

I AOPAOEAT AA T AAAAAA

Knitting Group: Please contact Linda Assarian at 248.332.0816 or
| i nda. assar ifeamo@gleradlsi | . c om

Toke tho oppostinily, 1 wake wonr and osting {riondship iy doing sowien for tho Lord.

The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member.
For information please call Belinda Kabodian, 248.767.3689



Ditroil Thiv orninads Subdeacow

Our own Razmig Kalanjian, who is now living on
work assignment in Nashville, TN, was ordained
last weekend by Archbishop Khajag Barsamian as
a Subdeacon in the Armenian Church. The Arme-
nian Misson Parish of Nashville is presently
Razmig’s spiritual home and he assists our own
Father Abraham Ohanesian, who visits Nashville

- on a monthly basis. Subdeacon Razmig began his
preparation in learning the various rituals to serve at the Holy Altar here in Detroit. As a
young boy he was ordained an Acolyte here at St. John’s, served the Altar at B a d a, ata k
tended Sunday School, and until his move southward, was actively involved in the life of
our parish. He underwent the prescribed testing
before ordination, required by our Diocesan Pri-
mate, in order to be ordained to holy orders and
successfully passed his examination last month.

We congratulate Subdeacon Razmig and pray for
his continued service in our Church, both in
Nashville, where he now serves, and in his
‘home’ parish of St. John's.
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Sweet Basil donations are needed for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, K h a ¢ h
Veratse28 Doldal - 6 .° +°

Sunday, September 13th

On that day the traditional Blessing of the Four Corners of the World will be held with
the Holy Cross adorned with Sweet Basil.

Bring your basil plants or pickings to the church kitchen by
Friday, September 11th.

Donations will be acknowledged in the Sunday Bulletin. Please phone the church office
with your name and any special requests.



Mothor Torsas Words 0{{ Wasdows

An esteemed new Saint in the Roman Catholic Church, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India, known for
her charity and love to the poor, was born August 26th in 1910 and entered her eternal rest Sep-
tember 5, 1997. She devoted her entire life as a Nun to helping others and won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1979. Her legacy lives today and her quotes are some of the most used and read. She had a
gift for putting things simply and yet profoundly. We again share with you this week, her golden words of wisdom.

T A AT AGT 860 OANOEOA OO O OOAAAAAR EA

Work hard today and do it for the Glory of God! “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord
and not for men.” {Colossians 3:23}

, EOA OEiIiBDIU O 1T OEAOO i AU OEI Bl L
Live within your means and give the excess that God has blessed you with to help the less fortunate.

y AAT AT OEET CO Ui O AATT1 O uir 6 AAT Al OEET (

We each are part of the Body of Christ (The Church) and gifted in different areas. Act on the gifts
that God has given you and start today!
4@3%;@;

Fallsw Al ity Lord

We offer our prayers for the servants of God,
Lillian Torigian, Karabet Goncaer, and Agnes Hagopian,
who entered their eternal rest this past week.

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal

/ Moking. Tourshus.. K

Join us for a Tourshee making party! Come as a family and learn how to make your own Tourshee,
all while helping to support the Annual Festival's Country Store! Dinner will be provided! Last year
we had 30+ volunteers and it was a blast! All ages welcome!

When: Tuesday September 1st, 5pm until finished, join us at any time!
Where: The Vets Building

\ For moreinfoemailar a. hachi gi an@gmai | . Cﬂ




Nowwe 'DaAaL Rumenbhamoes

In the Armenian Church tradition, for centuries, the remembrance of one’s particular
Name Day was a special observance. Especially on the major feast days of the Church
and commemoration of popular saints. Often this was perceived even more im-
portant than a Birthday or Anniversary. Even when a child was born, they were given a
name because they were born either on or near a special observance of Armenian
Christian life. Still today, Name Day remembrances are observed.

After the Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings, a lighted candle is brought to the home
and given to the person whose name day may have been commemorated during the
past week. The names of Saints commemorated from Wednesday through Tuesday
of the following week appear in the weekly Sunday Bulletin/L r a kK i r

Today, according to the LiturgicalChGQalcénd:
we remember and congratulate anyone who has |

Mary, Marianne, Mary Ann, Marie, Maria, Mayreni, Srpoohi, Antaram,
Marina, Maya, Takouhi, Queenie, Virginia, Verjin, Ginny, Mara

We MWW

Our Special Spring Edition T 0 r ¢ h hwh&lh ikcludes material from the April 24th com-
memoration, will be going out to 2,200 households - but we can’t do it without your assis-
tance! If you are able to volunteer your time and come help with the mailing, please phone
the church office at 248.569.3405.

Ploose Rowwmbov...

We kindly request that all parishioners please park their vehicles only in the designated
marked spots in our parking lot. The Southfield Police Department does monitor the
Church complex for parking violations and will ticket any vehicle not legally parked along
the curb, in front of fire hydrants, or in spots marked “no parking”. Please help us keep
the parking lot accessible for ambulances and fire trucks in case of an emergency at our
Church. Thank you for your cooperation.



Today we bless grapes on the feast day The Assumption of St. Mary the Mother of God. Every
year it is important to explain this tradition. The Church looks upon the Holy Virgin as the
“VINE “ of life from whose womb - God Christ Jesus - was born on earth. With this celebra-
tion we hear the echo of the words announced to her by the Archangel Gabriel: Blessed is the
Fruit of thy womb - Jesus. Because she said a simple and brave YES to God’s call, and because
of her obedient response to God, St. Mary has been placed first in all of God’s creation by the
Church and given the highest honor. She was the fruit bearing vessel through which God himself entered hu-
man history. The Armenianword? . ~ & W " . fruit-béaring is the key to today’s double remembrance.

We are all fruit, spiritually and physically...destined like the fruits that grow on this earth, to
bring the sweetness of God’s presence into life, not only physically by taste, but spiritually by experience,
showing how Christis alive through his Spiritin us as He was alive in the womb of Mary the Mother.

He was born from the womb, likened to a grape vine, from which come the grapes. Jesus, hav-
ing known his mother’s total obedience and desire from the age of her innocence until her
adulthood to do what God had willed, at the time of her death on earth received and took up
her body into heaven. She, the Holy Mother of God, became “number one” in the eyes of God
the Father, who crowned her as the Queen of Heaven.

When we die from this life, we move to the gates of heaven to receive, with hope, our crowns
of reward. Like The Holy Mother of God, when we are fruitful , . ~ ¥ W 'b’dghaper, both
spiritually, and physically bringing God’s Sweetness into life so that in the end we receive the
reward of heaven'’s eternity.

And so we must ask ourselves: are we the fruit of this earth, are we fruitful, does
our Christian life style bear fruit to sweeten life? Eating the grapes, tasting its sweetness can
make it happen, as it does when during the B a d a, wiaekbecomes the Blood of Christ as we
sing, “O taste and see how sweet the Lord is. Alleluia.”

Jashagestsek yev dWeerky ta beeomk avhalt své¢ eat &nd diDnkr .
- likened to the sweetness of the grape, the first of the fruits of the earth. We endeavor to
become the sweetness of Christ that sweetens life.

And so, we bless grapes - the queen of fruits in God’s creation - honoring of the Queen of
Heaven, St. Mary. When we drink its juice that becomes wine and Jesus’ Blood, we become

that Blessed Fruit of Mary’s womb as well, agents, and a people of God to sweeten, change

and transform a world whose gardens are burnt with war, drowned in floods, broken by
quakes, and whose people are consumed with avarice, vengeance and evil. We pray for the
ongoing persecution in the world, and to Saint Mary - our key and first of all sainted intercessors before the Lord

our God - to protect Godly People making them like new wine to gladden the hearts of mankind and a Holy
Blessed people. O Mo tGieed, oMot her of the Word! Beseech
by I ove with Himself and to grant us to tas




Visto Monsagion Monoy Qdled

On August 19, 2015, the Women’s Guild will join Father Garabed and gather at the newly
renovated Manoogian Manor to offer the service of the Blessing of the Grapes on the
occasion of the Feast Day of the Holy Mother of God. If you are desirous to attend,

please contact Guild chair Yerchanig Joy Callan.

oo —
Toagy Phiwati Avchbishop Auoks Asdovin ists Qi b Avatians Chuch

On Sunday, August 9, 2015, His Eminence Archbishop Avak
Asadourian was guest celebrant of the Divine Liturgy at St.
John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit. Avak Srpazan has
been in the US for about a month visiting his family in Texas,
California, Toronto, and in Detroit. With the permission of
Diocesan Primate Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, he accepted
the invitation of Father Garabed Kochakian, St. John'’s pastor,
not only to celebrate the So o r p  Bbatchawel deliver
an overview of the Armenian faithful living in Iraq and suf-
fering the ills of the civil war between the Shiite and Sunni Moslems.

After a special reception to honor Avak Srpazan’s visit in the
cultural hall of St. John’s with both native Detroiters to St.
John'’s, as well as many Iraqi Armenians who have claimed
Greater Detroit as their new home, Srpazan Hayr presented
an overview of the origins of Christianity in Iraq and the
country’s roots as both Old and New Testament Biblical
lands. He shared a number of significant historical evidence including the evangelization of
Iraq by the Apostle Thomas, the sacred shrines and graves of several of the Old Testament
Prophets - Daniel, Jonah, Nahum, and Ezra, to name a few.

Over the centuries, Iraq has been a significant place in world history. It was totally Chris-
tian until the birth of Isalm in the seventh century but forged peaceful coexistence of its native pop-
ulation comprised largely with Chaldeans, and also with many Assyrians, Armenians and Jacobite
Syrians. Catholics and Orthodox, even with their diversities and differences, respectfully honor each
other’s Christian traditions.




( Co nt iSrpaz@ndnentioned that
in more recent times, because of dec-
ades of war in Iraq with other nations
and most recently internal strife with [§§
its Muslim groups, the numbers of [
Christians have significantly and
quickly dwindled. Mosel, a city near
the northern Kurdish region, once
completely Christian is now totally
Muslim; in all of Iraq - once boasting
1.4 million Christians - it now claims
only 400,000 Christians left. When in
centuries past, Christians and Mus-
lims lived in peace side by side taking
care of each other, now the strife of internal conflict and civil war has decimated the coun-
try, wounded materially, physically, emotionally, and spiritually its remaining small Christian
and largely Muslim residents. The trust that once existed is now gone.

The Armenian community has been reduced from nearly 30,000 to 10, 000. Many have
fled, through Jordan and Turkey, immigrating to other countries with a vast number com-
ing to America. This is why Detroit has become a haven for them and why we see many
worshipping among us every week here. Economic help has been curtailed from the west-
ern nations and has been redirected to the needy from the warzone in Syria. Srpazan Hayr
remained essentially hopeful, when questioned about the future. The Kurdish northern
region in Iraq has become a haven for Armenians who have remained there; and the
leaders there have been helpful. A new church built by the Kurdish governing powers in
that region will be consecrated next month upon Srpazan’s return to Baghdad.

Despite the losses the Armenian community has suffered during both the Iran-Iraq conflict
and more recently the invasion by the United States, Srpazan commented that the small
remaining Armenian community holds on in faith and hope that peace might come to
them; not a peace that is the absence of conflict, but the fullness of Peace with the presence
of God’s love to transform the hearts of evil into the wisdom of good.

Father Garabed thanked Srpazan for his continued leadership of our faithful flock in Iraq
and assured him that we here in Detroit continue to pray for him and his heroic witness
for the peace from above, that surpasses all human understanding.

With much gratitude and thanks, all who were present approached Srpazan to receive his
blessing as they departed.
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When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end
of the Divine Liturgy you say:

When taking - A Ethe
GIVER says:

Heeshestzeh Der zamepaywamBadpsakps zkhehen

H'l) ll’+l Bl' ‘B_"‘B:" 25

May the Lord remember all your offerings.

The Priest answers:
Dat seh kez Der usd
zamenayn khorhoort us
gadar est seh.

May the Lord grant you according to your own
heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness.
(Psalm 20:4)
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kez ee Soorp Bat
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May this be to you ashare and
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The RECEIV R says:

Pahjeen eem Asd
- shhavgedyan.
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My portion is God forever.

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.
mech mer haydnet sa
The RECEIVER says: Blessed is the revelation of Christ.

Orhnyal eh haydno®tyoonun Krees:
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[ will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth.



