St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI 48075
248.569.3405 (phone) | 248.569.0716 (fax)
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community:
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant B
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist .

Qunday Bublistin

Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish
groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign
our Guest Book before you leave so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ
who loves you and depart with His love to serve others.
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BAREGENTAN OF THE FAST FOR ASSUMPTION
Celebrant: H.E Archbishop Avag Asatourian, Primate of The Armenian Church in Iraq

THE LORD’S DAY - SUMMER SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Morning Service /t *~ ¥°. " ¥ ° 26~ " ., Y9 .-18_.am

Divine Liturgy /d3. 26 . 8 - B Y. ... 10: 15 am

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY
Isaiah 7:19
I Corinthians 13:11 14:5
Mark 2:1 12
Lector: Dolly Matoian

Our Church and Parish is a place where. ..
¢ All people are welcome

Every person is a minister

The world is our collective responsibility

Disciple making is our goal, and

Worship is our duty and delight
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Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:30 am—5:00 pm
After hours in an emergency, please contact:

Pastor’s Cell: 248.225.9888
Administrator’s Cell: 760.832.1142

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound Please phone the Church Office when you
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor. If
you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be included in the
“Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office.

Home Blessing If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home
blessing, please contact the Church Office.

Baptism Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. For
more information, phone the Church Secretary.

Marriage Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed
wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office.

Parish Membership If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish,
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.

Sunday Bulletin Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by
5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248569.0716, or
email to office@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding the Sunday.
requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.
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Jeffrey E. Axt, Chairman Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor

Paul Andonian, Vice Chairman Peter S. Egigian, Advisor
Michael Kazarian, Treasurer John R. Kalajian, Advisor
Marianne Dardarian, Secretary Christopher Korkoian, Advisor
John Yavruian, Ass’t Treasurer Karmen A. Santourian, Advisor
Ardis Gregory, Ass’t Secretary Gary Hachigian, First Alternate

George Boyagian, Second Alternate
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Todng'b Goapel
Matthew 6:30 44

And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was
at home. And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them,
not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing
to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not get near him because of
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and when they had made an opening, they let
down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can for-
give sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus
questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question thus in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, Rise, take up
your pallet and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—“I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go
home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the pallet and went out before them all; so that they were all
amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” (2:1 12)
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Sunday, August 16, 2015
The Feast of the Assumption of the Mother of God
Saint Mary — Asdvadzadzin

Following the Badarak the annual St. John Armenian Church Picnic will be held on the church grounds
We invite all of you to join us on that day.

16 di gACgA 2015
EACgCEaEapo CE6bP EAUPC
¢ OCEGe 0OEU o

4Ei gi b OC awCCi OQOQECECEI Db



LN%’
P%m [ T Sicks oud Rospitadiged

Ardash Apigian Stan Armit Araxey Barsamian

Rose Boudakian Daniel Cristiano Cheryl Giesa
Ruben Griffin Frank Houhanisin Movses Movsessian
Fr. Untzag Nalbandian Walter Negosian Fr. Shnorhk Souin

Charles Sonsone V. Rev. Fr.Rosco Turbuhovich
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September 25 - 27,2015
Boutique vendor space available.
Please contact Marianne Dardarian at 248.661.0617

Doy by Doy Bibly Shudy
Wednesday, August 26, 2015

12:00 — 2:00 pm
For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248.538.9993

GChrondwa's Attie

We are accepting gently used, clean items for the Festival weekend. Donate household
items, small electronics, children’s toys, games, puzzles, accessories, belts, purses,

scarves, jewelry, books, CDs, DVDs, artwork, collectibles, picture frames, dishes, glassware, vases, etc.
NO CLOTHING OR SHOES.
Please drop off your donations at the Maintenance Office.

Make sure they are properly wrapped, especially fragile items.

Receipts available in the church office.



Vit the Porisly Bookstor

NEW: Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00
Armenian Alphabet Wooden Puzzle — $35.00
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items: jewelry,
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.
Operation Nemesis by Eric Bogosian — $28.00 HC
Great Fire, One American’s Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th
Century’s First Genocide — $28.00 HC
Homage CD: A Tribute to Detroit Armenian Musicians (PBS) — $15.00

New Items From Armenia
Variety of “FORGET-ME-NOT” pins, charms, stickers and silver jewelry.

Wnied- Uhed Asmonan Goots !

The Parish Bookstore is accepting donations of gently used books on Armenian subjects
written in English for its Used Book Sale at this year’s Festival. Kindly drop off books at the church
office during business hours or on Sundays.

Receipts are available in the church office.
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The Women’s Guild will be baking and cooking:

Khalkha led by Charlene: Monday, August 10th, 9 am-noon.
Katah led by Terry and Joy: Tuesday, August 11th, 9 am-noon.

Everyone is welcome to participate!
No experience needed!

Church Picnic Bake Sale

The church picnic is Sunday, August 16th, and we need donations for the bake sale from the entire St. John com-
munity. Cookies, pies, Armenian bread and treats are all welcome. Please contact Nora Noraian at 586.286.7628
or nnoraian@sbcglobal net. Please have your donation marked bake sale with your name and the name of the
item. Leave your donation in the church kitchen or in the refrigerator if you are dropping off before Sunday.

Knitting Group: Please contact Linda Assarian at 248.332.0816 or
linda.assarian@gmail.com for more details.

Toke tho oppostinily, 1 wake wonr and osting {riondship iy doing sowien for tho Lord.

The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member.
For information please call Belinda Kabodian, 248.767.3689



BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST

While we are mourning the loss our loved ones, we also rejoice as they meet
the Lord behind the veil in the Heavenly Jerusalem

NEVART GODOSHIAN, 40th Day, Cousin
Requested by Masis & Alberta Godoshian & Family

EDWARD HARUTUNIAN, 40th Day, Father, Grandfather, Friend
Anna Harutunian & Family
Lena Montgomery & Family
Lisa Collins & Family
Richard Harutunian & Family
Hiag Harutunian & Family
Masis & Alberta Godoshian & Family

MARY KURKECHIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Aunt, Khnamee, Dear Friend
Requested by Linda M. Kurkechian
Craig, Arsho, Alex, Sara & Michael Kurkechian
Robert, Isabel, Mia & Christopher Kurkechian
Paul, Linda D., John & George Kurkechian
Lisa, Mike, Jacob, Erin & Andrea Bahm
Edward & Evelyn Kurkechian
Richard & Diana Kurkechian & Family
Jerry & Juanita Kurkechian & Family
Parsekh & Takouhi Dellalian
Garbis & Tania Dellalian
Arthur & Virginia Mekjian & Family
Elizabeth Amboian & Family
Armen Boladian
Charlie & Alice Noorian

VICTORIA SHOULIGIAN, 14th Year, Mother, Aunt
Requested by Charles Shouligian
Victoria Nazarian

DIKRANOUHI PAPAZIAN, 74th Year, Mother
HAMPARTZOUM PAPAZIAN, 65th Year, Father
JACK PAPAZIAN, 2nd Year, Brother

Requested by Ernest & Louise Brocher

Janine & Larry Brycz & Family

Robert & Ronnie Brocher & Family

FOR THE SOULS OF ALL ARMENIAN AND SYRIAN CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE PERISHED
IN THE CONFLICTS IN IRAQ AND SYRIA.
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An esteemed new Saint in the Roman Catholic Church, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India, known for
her charity and love to the poor, was born August 26th in 1910 and entered her eternal rest Sep-
tember 5, 1997. She devoted her entire life as a Nun to helping others and won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1979. Her legacy lives today and her quotes are some of the most used and read. She had a
gift for putting things simply and yet profoundly. We again share with you this week, her golden
words of wisdom.

Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love
Sometimes the smallest things that often go unnoticed make the biggest impact. Tell your coworker
‘good morning’, or kiss your wife or husband, compliment your child for some small but redeeming
and good behavior and accomplishment, hug your parents and grandparents, or even pay for the

person standing in line at a fast food counter at McDonalds.

Similarly in Armenian we have a wonderful proverb, in small things, great things can happen...
bzdig panneron mech, meds panner garorgh yen linel.

I know God won’t give to me anything I can’t handle. I just wish he didn’t trust me so much.
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you

be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13)
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Bring your classic or car of interest to the St. John’s Church Picnic

For information, call Bob Karakashian at 248.477.7776

Netieo

According to Armenian Church Canon Law, there will be no Hokehankist/Requiem Requests

offered on August 16,2015, as we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, Asdvadzadzin.




Nowe Uag Romembhomees

In the Armenian Church tradition, for centuries, the remembrance of one’s particular
Name Day was a special observance. Especially on the major feast days of the Church
and commemoration of popular saints. Often this was perceived even more im-
portant than a Birthday or Anniversary. Even when a child was born, they were given a
name because they were born either on or near a special observance of Armenian
Christian life. Still today, Name Day remembrances are observed.

After the Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings, a lighted candle is brought to the home
and given to the person whose name day may have been commemorated during the
past week. The names of Saints commemorated from Wednesday through Tuesday
of the following week appear in the weekly Sunday Bulletin/Lrakir .

Today, according to the Liturgical Calendar of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church, we remember the following Saints of our Church and congratulate anyone who
has been blessed to be named after them.

Hayrabed, Andrew, Antrionos, Anadol, Theodoros, Theodore, Theo, Ted, Domition,
Eugenia, Philip, Claudia, Sergei, Sargis, Abodohn, Eugene, Gene.

Plwsv Rumwnbov...

We kindly request that all parishioners please park their vehicles only in the designated
marked spots in our parking lot. The Southfield Police Department does monitor the
Church complex for parking violations and will ticket any vehicle not legally parked along
the curb, in front of fire hydrants, or in spots marked “no parking”. Please help us keep
the parking lot accessible for ambulances and fire trucks in case of an emergency at our
Church. Thank you for your cooperation.



Crows Thoww Wit Gl d Hoaon

We rejoice in celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Crowning and have asked Christ our God

to bless the marriage of

Gwork Klnohathuow ond Lilit Hwkmbgww

We have also asked Christ our God to bless the marriage of

Sl Kuspion i Syl Kackion

Fallsw Al ity Lord

We offer our prayers for the servants of God,

Charles Apligian, Awanees Garabet Yeranosian, Arthur Fayroian,
Sarah Mooshmoolian Terio, and Eva Malkasian,

who entered their eternal rest this past week.

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon their souls.




Visitrto Mososgiow Mooy Celwduled

On August 19, 2015, the Women’s Guild will join Father Garabed and gather at the newly
renovated Manoogian Manor to offer the service of the Blessing of the Grapes on the
occasion of the Feast Day of the Holy Mother of God. If you are desirous to attend,

please contact Guild chair Yerchanig Joy Callan.
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Archbishop Avag Asatourian (baptismal name Vazken) was bornin 1942.

2 Upon his graduation from primary and secondary schools,
he embarked on a quest to continue his higher educa-

® | scholarship award from the Galoust Gulbenkian Foundation,
by attending the Department of Philosophy at the Benediction
University, in Illinois, where he earned a Bachelors degree, graduating in 1970.

He went on to study Philosophy at Tulane University in New Orleans where he earned his
Masters degree. While earning his PhD at Tulane, he also delivered lectures in the Philoso-
phy department. In 1973, he was one of two students to be chosen to represent Tulane
University at the International Leaders Assembly of Washington, the purpose of which was
to introduce the working methods of the US government to the students.

He was ordained to the diaconate at 1974 at the St. Vartan Mother Cathedral of New York
by then Archbishop Torgom Manoukian. In May 1977, he was ordained as a celibate priest
in the Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin by Bishop Housik Santourian, and given the
priestly name of Avak. Upon his ordination he was appointed to serve as the parish priest
of the Holy Mother of Christ (now St. Stephens) church of Elberon New Jersey. While there,
he participated in the meetings of the National Church Assemby, representing the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.




(Continued) In February of 1978, during the visit of the Catholicos of All Armenians, His
Holiness Vazken I of blessed memory, he received the rank of Archimandrite. He returned
to Iraq and was appointed to serve as the Locum Tenens of the Armenian Diocese of Iraq.
In April 1980, the Deputy Council of the Armenian Diocese of Iraq, elected him to serve as
the Primate of the Diocese. He has been continuously re-elected, the most recent elections
being held in 2004.

Father Avak was consecrated as a Bishop in February 1982, by the Catholicos of
All Armenians, His Holiness Vazken I, in the Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin.

1984 and 1988 Together with the religious leaders of different denominations of Iraq
Archbishop Avag Asatourian visited the Pope of Rome. He met with the members of different
committees of Vatican, the Secretary of the WCC, the International Red Cross Commission,
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Committees of the Catholic Churches of different
countries. The aim of these visits was to promote the establishment of peace between Iraq
and Iran.

He was one of 300 delegates who participated in the conference of Interchurch Support
and Service Assembly of the WCC, which took place in Cyprus in 1986. At the meeting His
Grace was elected as a member of the Management and Planning Commission. Due to his
efforts the Armenian Genocide of 1915 was included in the definition of the final resolution.

In 1991, when the Persian Gulf War erupted, he served as a member of a delegation that
met with Pope John Paul II (his fifth visit), the members of WCC, Bishop Council of Catholic
Church and high officials of European Countries. He also met the UN Secretary General in
New York City During this time, he often participated in the meetings of Middle East
Church Council in Amman on the impact of the Persian Gulf War.

He was elevated to the rank of Archbishop by the Pontifical Encyclical of His
Holiness Vasken I in December 1993.

Continuing on with his studies, he enrolled in the St. Vladimir Seminary in New York and
graduated with a Master of Divinity Degree in June 1996, and in November 1998, success-
fully defended his thesis to receive a PhD and the honors of Summa Cum Laude at Holy
Cross Pontifical University. He has also successfully created and maintained several programs both in Iraq
and the US.

Archbishop Avak has published various works including; a book on the services of the "Holy Week", articles on
thelives of Gregory of Narek, Nerses the Graceful and Gregory of Tatev.
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When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end
of the Divine Liturgy you say:

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh.

H'l)lll’+l Bl' ‘B_"‘B:"
May the Lord remember all your offerings.

The Priest answers:
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev
zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na
gadarestseh.

May the Lord grant you according to your own
heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness.
(Psalm 20:4)
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When taking Mahs the
GIVER says:

Mahs yev pazheen
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May this be to you ashare and

portion of the Holy Sacrifice.
The RECEIVER says:

Pahjeen eem Asdvadz
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My portion is God forever.

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.
The RECEIVER says: Blessed is the revelation of Christ.
Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.
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Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.
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[ will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall b_e at all times in my mouth.



