
 

 
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 

22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 
248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 
 

The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian, Pastor 
The Reverend Father Armash Bagdasarian, Assistant Pastor 

 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Isaiah 66:1-24, Colossians 2:8-3:17, Matthew 22:34-23:39 

Lector:  EDWARD KORKOIAN 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chris-
mated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask 
any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact card before 
you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with 
His love to serve others. 

2019 
 

  
 

SUNDAY OF THE ADVENT  
ANNUNCIATION TO THE VIRGIN MARY 

Assistant Pastor:  

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

The Sunrise Office / Արեւագալ………………….........9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ …………………………..9:45 am                       

Giragn0rya3  :yr;ig 

Acolyte Serving at the Altar Today 
Areg Mailian 



 

 

 

Today’s Gospel  
Matthew 22:34-23:39 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him. “Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments depend all the law and the prophets.”  

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, 
“What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He 
said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, `The Lord 
said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I put your enemies under your feet'? If David thus 
calls him Lord, How is he his son?” And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that 
day did any one dare to ask him any more questions.  

Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they 
preach, but do not practice. They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger. They do all their deeds to 
be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love 
the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, and salutations in the 
market places, and being called rabbi by men. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have 
one teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no man your father on earth, for you have one 
Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the Christ. He 
who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go 
in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to make a 
single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of 
hell as yourselves.  

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, `If any one swears by the temple, it is nothing; but 

if any one swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' You blind fools! For 

which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say, `If any 

one swears by the altar, it is nothing; but if any one swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is 

bound by his oath.' You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the 

gift sacred? So he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and he who 

swears by the temple, swears by it and by him who dwells in it; and he who swears by heaven, 

swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.  



 

  
Continued... 
 
 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cumin, 

and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and 
swallowing a camel!  

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of the cup 
and of the plate, but inside they are full of extortion and rapacity. You blind Pharisees! first 
cleanse the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean.  

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like whitewashed tombs, 
which outwardly appear beautiful, but within they are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but within you are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity.  

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you build the tombs of the prophets 
and adorn the monuments of the righteous, saying, `If we had lived in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you 
witness against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, 
the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being 
sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you 
will kill and crucify, and some you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
innocent Abel to the blood of Zecharitah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between 
the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all this will come upon this generation.  

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! 

How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you would not! Behold, your house is forsaken and desolate. For I tell you, you will 

not see me again, until you say, `Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'”  

 



 

 

Morning Service During Lent 
 

On all Sundays during Great Lent, Morning Service (Matins)  
will be replaced with The Sunrise Office (Arevakal) at 9:00 am.  We will return to our  

regular schedule of having Morning Service (Matins) at 9:00 am on Palm Sunday. 

Feast Day 
 

The Altar curtain will open today to celebrate the feast of the 
Annunciation to the Virgin Mary and  

Torchbearer Committee 
 

St. John Armenian Church is looking for volunteers to join a new committee to 
reestablish the Torchbearer publication for our parish. If you, or anyone you know  

is interested, please call the church office. 

Tuesday Lunch Club - Please Note 

On Tuesday, April 9th, the AGBU School will be holding mandatory state testing in both the 
Veterans’ Building and the Church Cultural Center.  As we have done in prior years, we 

need to move Tuesday Lunch Club to Monday, April 8th in the Veterans’ Building. 
 

The following week is Holy Week.  As we have done in the past, we will move  
Tuesday Lunch Club from Tuesday to Thursday, April 18th following Divine Liturgy 

commemorating The Last Supper which begins at 10:30 a.m.   
TLC will take place in the Main Hall of the Church. 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized  

Jean Foster   Araxey Barsamian                       Charles Sansone 
Elina Cobb   George Douroujalian                       Ruben Griffin  
John Brycz   Darlene Lane                 Elizabeth Shehigian 
Margaret Chubukchian  Cathy Boucher                  Ryan Fringer 
Vartkes Chubukchian  Anna-Maria Grigorian                Doris Carter  
Stepan Telebzda                             
                     

 

Visit the Parish Bookstore 
  

NEW: ARMENIA, A lavishly illustrated catalogue of the Armenia Exhibition at the Metropolitan 
 Museum in New York edited by the curator of the exhibition, Dr. Helen Evans.  HC $65.00 

 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  

 
Vahan Tekeyan, Selected Poems 

Bi-lingual edition (Armenian & English) 
Translated by Gerald Papasian & John Papasian 

Edited by Edmond Y. Azadian 
SC $15.00 

 
100 Years 1915-2015 Images of Western Armenia by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian -$150.00 

Khatchkar—$150.00 
Armenian Ornamental Script—$120.00 

SILVER CROSSES FROM JERUSALEM, VARIOUS SIZES—$35.00 - $75.00 
“THE GAMBLER: KIRK KERKORIAN the Greatest Deal Maker in Capitalist History”—HC $25.00 

“The Promise” DVD $20.00 
 

JUST ARRIVED—NEW ITEMS FROM ARMENIA AND KARABAGH 

Sterling silver Armenian initials: $35.00 - $50.00 

14Kt Gold letter E  (eh): $100.00 

Sterling silver letter E  (eh): $35.00 

Knit caps $20.00 
Table runners with Armenian letters  

and much more! 
 

STOP BY AND BROWSE  



 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 

 
DR. ZAVEN OSKANIAN, 40th Day, Husband, Father, Grandfather 
 Requested by Lena Oskanian 
 Peter Oskanian 
 Tanya Oskanian 
 
 
SADIE ZAZAIAN, 1st Year, Aunt 
 Requested by Suzanne & Virginia Dakesian 
 
 
PROF. GEORGE MASROB KURAJIAN, 4th Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather, Brother-in-Law 
 Requested by Victoria Kurajian 
 George Kurajian Jr. & Family 
 Matt Kurajian & Family, Nancy Beers 
 Mary Kurajian & Family 
 Aram Ohanesian 
 
 
STEPHAN & VALENTINE TOPAKBASHIAN, Father, Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother  
HAIGANUSH TASHJIAN, Mother, Grandmother 
PARSEGH TASHJIAN, Brother, Uncle 
 Requested by Toros & Knarik Topakbashian & Family 



 

 

College Scholarships for 2019 
 

Our Diocese will be granting scholarships to undergraduate, college-age youth for 
the academic year 2019-2020. These scholarships are earmarked for Armenian 
American students attending accredited 4-year undergraduate university programs. 
Preference will be given to those who are active in the life of the Armenian 
churches of the Eastern Diocese. Altar servers, Sunday or Armenian school teachers, 
active ACYOA members, choir members, etc. The scholarship program is open to 
U.S. citizens only. 
 
The application and reference forms must be submitted electronically. You will find 
the forms on the Diocesan website at https://armenianchurch.us/scholarships/ 
All applications must be accompanied by a recommendation from the parish priest. 
The application and the reference forms are due no later than May 17, 2019.  

Parish Ministry 
 

Timothy Deuby, BSN, RN, Clinical Nurse Manager, ICU and CSCU at  
Ascension | Providence Hospital - Novi, will be available for blood pressure  

screening in the Main Hall. This event is open to everyone and free of 
charge. Next blood pressure screening will be: Sunday, April 7, 2019. 

Day by Day Bible Study  
 

Wednesdays - 12:00 pm — 2:00 pm  
April 24 and May 22 

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248-538-9993  

Lenten Dinner 
 

The Lobster dinner is on April 10th. Fish and Vegan options available. 
Please make a reservation by calling Tamara in the church office: 248-569-3405 



 

 

Women’s Guild  
 

Looking to meet new people, make life long friends and have fun in the kitchen? 
Join the Women’s Guild! 

 
Look for the New Member Brochures in the lobby or  

Contact Diane Nolff; Membership Chair at 248-714-6171 or dknolff@gmail.com 
 
 

Acapella Male Choir 
 

For the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of  
Komitas Vartabed’s birth, Deacon Rubik is  
planning to organize a small ensemble of  

male voices to celebrate Komitas’  
Divine Liturgy in its original form written  

for male voices.  Candidates must  
read music, be able to sing in tune and  

attend rehearsals.   
Please call Deacon Rubik for more information  

and to schedule an audition.   
rubik@sjachurch.org or (248) 286-1057.   

mailto:dknolff@gmail.com
mailto:rubik@sjachurch.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH 
OF GREATER DETROIT 

 
2019 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

   

PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 14 
Morning Service – 9:00 am 

Church School procession with palms / Divine Liturgy – 9:45 am 
ACYOA Day Fellowship Tea immediately after Divine Liturgy  

hosted by the Detroit Chapter of the ACYOA 
Opening of the Doors – 1:15-1:35 pm (Service in English) 

 
HOLY TUESDAY - APRIL 16 

Vesper Service remembering the Wise and Foolish Maidens – 7:00 pm (Service in English) 
Refreshments will be served afterwards hosted by the Church School 

 
HOLY WEDNESDAY - APRIL 17 

Prayers for Healing Service – 7:00 pm (New this year) 

 
GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY - APRIL 18 

Divine Liturgy commemorating the Last Supper – 10:30 am 
Tuesday Lunch Club - 12:00 noon in the Cultural Hall 

Washing of the Feet – 7:00 pm 
Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord – 8:00 pm 

 
GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY - APRIL 19 

Order of the Crucifixion of Christ – 11:30 am 
The Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ – 7:30 pm 

 
 

GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY (EASTER EVE) “JRAKALOOYTS” - APRIL 20 
Reading of Scriptures done by AGBU School students – 4:00 pm 

Divine Liturgy – 5:00 pm 
A complimentary Easter Eve supper will be served to all children sponsored by the Church School 

Adults - $20.00.   RSVP for Tables of 8 or 10 to Alberta Godoshian at 248-476-4638 

 
EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 21 

THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD & SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 
Morning Service – 9:00 am; Divine Liturgy – 9:45 am 

Home Blessing Service – 12:00 noon in the Cultural Hall 
followed by an Easter Tea prepared by the Women’s Guild 

 
MERELOTZ (Remembrance of the Dead) - MONDAY, APRIL 22 

Requiem Service “Hokehankisd” from 11:00 am – 11:15 am 



 

   

2019 WINTER/SPRING SCHEDULE 
 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
 

Invites you to 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Starting from The Gospel of Luke 

 

Presenters:  Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  
and Rev. Fr. Armash Bagdasarian 

 
Bible Study will take place on Monday evenings  
on the dates listed below:  7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

  
April 8, April 22,  

May 6, May 20, June 3, June 17 

ADULT CATECHISM 
   

Adult Christian Education will take place  
on Thursday evenings on the dates listed below:  7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
April 25, May 23, June 13 

 
 

All parishioners and friends are invited to attend these informative sessions. 
 

Admission is Free  
 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway 

Southfield, MI 48075 
248-569-3405 

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 



 

 

 
  

  

ACOLYTE TRAINING  
  

Led by Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, 
Rev. Fr. Armash Bagdasarian & Dn. Rubik Mailian 

  
For Boys Ages 10-16 Years Old 

  
Saturdays from 10:00 -12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

on the dates listed below: 

  
April 13, April 27,  

May 11, May 25, June 25, June 29 

  

  
Please call the church office to sign up 

  
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 

22001 Northwestern Highway 

Southfield, MI 48075 

248-569-3405 

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

  

2019 WINTER/SPRING SCHEDULE 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Genera l   Information 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Mobile: 773-457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 

Parish Administrator’s Mobile:  586-817-2974 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you 
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  
If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included 
in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and 
would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home 
blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  
For more information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize 
their children between 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Please make sure to confirm your wedding date with the Pastor before 
booking your reception hall.  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in ad-
vance of your proposed wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish, 
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office 
by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248-569
-0716, or email to Tamara@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding 
the Sunday.  Request forms are available in the Church Lobby. Requiem may be offered 
every Sunday of the year except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days.  

 

 



 

 Badaracen  #ydo 3 Ygy.yxien Tovrs Calov +amanag 
 

On Leaving the Sanctuary After Divine Liturgy  

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end of the 

Divine Liturgy you say:   

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն Պատարագս քո: 
 

 

May the Lord remember all your sacrifices. 

 

The Priest answers:   

Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն 
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ: 

 
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev  

zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na gadarestseh. 
 

May the Lord grant you according to your own heart, 

and fulfill all your desires.  

(Psalm 20:4) 

When taking Mahs the  

GIVER says: 

 

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցի քեզ ի Սուրբ 

Պատարագէս: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetsee kez ee  

Soorp Badarakes. 

 
May this be to you a share and  

portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 
The RECEIVER says: 

Բաժին իմ Աստուած յաւիտեան: 

 
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

My portion is God forever. 

The Kiss of Peace 
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          
 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

 

Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ: / Օրհնեալ է 

յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի: 

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                       
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             

orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem .  
 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 


