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St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 
The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian,  Pastor 

 
Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 

The Reverend Father Diran Papazian 
The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Isaiah 63:7-18, II Timothy 3:1- 12, John 6:22-38 

Lector:  CHARLENE APIGIAN 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chrismat-
ed in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If 
you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask any Parish 
Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact card before you leave so we 
can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His love to serve 
others. 

 2017 

SUNDAY OF THE CATECHUMENS 

Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն …9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ …………………………...9:45 am                       

**Save the Date** 
Please note that the 2017 Parish Assembly will take place  

on Sunday, March 5, 2017 at 12:30 pm. 



 

 Today’s Gospel 
John 6:22-38 

  

On the next day the people who remained on the other side of the sea saw that 
there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disci-
ples, but that his disciples had gone away alone.  However, boats from Tiberias came near 
the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks.  So when the people 
saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and 
went to Capenaum, seeking Jesus. 

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 
did you come here?”  Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 

Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give to you; for on him has God the Father set his seal.”  
Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”  Jesus answered 
them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”  So they said to 
him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see, and believe you?  What work do you 
perform?  Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, `He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.'”  Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven.  For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven, and gives life to the 
world.” 

They said to him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”  Jesus said to them, “I am the 
bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me shall never 
thirst.  But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe.  All that the Father 
gives me will come to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out.  For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Make a Joyful noise to the Lord,…Come into his presence with Singing!  (Psalm 100) 
 
The Komitas choir is recruiting new members.  Please contact Deacon Rubik Mailian to join.  
rubik@sjachurch.org  or (248) 286-1057 
 

Next Sunday, Fr. Aren will be delivering the Children’s Sermon.  Fr. Abraham  
Ohanesian will be the celebrant so that Fr. Aren can spend time with the Sunday 

School Students.  



 

 

 Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

James Shahbazian                               Araxey Barsamian                       Charles Sansone 
Elina Cobb   George Douroujalian                       Cheryl Giesa 
Ruben Griffin   Robert Missirlian                  Margaret Hagop  

 

 

Visit  the Parish Bookstore 
  

Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  
New: “Armenia, Australia and the Great War” by Vicken Babkenian and  

Peter Stanley — SC $35.00 
New: “Armenians and Turks: From War to Cold War to Diplomacy”  

by Tatul Hakobyan — SC $30.00 
New: Armenian Alphabet Wood Puzzle  — $35.00 

NEW—JUST ARRIVED 
BEAUTIFUL SILVER JERUSALEM CROSSES IN VARIOUS SIZES 

ACOLYTE TRAINING  
Led by Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

For Boys Ages 10-16 Years Old 

Saturdays 10am-12pm 
February 25 

March 11, 25 
April 8, 22 
May 13, 27 

Please call the Church office to enroll 

 

Day by Day Bible Study  

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
12:00 pm — 2:00 pm  

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248-538-9993  

 
Today, following Badarak, Elise Papazian invites everyone to the Main Hall to  
celebrate Fr. Diran Papazian’s 94th Birthday.  Cake and coffee will be served.   



 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
  
VICTOR ATTAR 
HELEN ATTAR 
MARTIN MANOOGIAN 
ROUPEN FERMANIAN 
SILVIA ORZECH 
 Requested by Attar Families 
 SB DN. George Boyagian 
 Rosemary Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry, Patty, Harry III, Michael, Katie & Joey Kezelian 
 
 
LUCILLE BELBEISI, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother 
 Alia Belbeisi 
 Deema Gamal 
 Lauren Gamal 
 
 
MARETA TOKMAJYAN, 40th Day, Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Friend  
 Requested by Kim Tokmajyan 
 Ara and Anna Tokmajyan, David, Victoria & Michael 
 Anna and Arman Vardanyan, Artyom & Aren 
 Anahid Dilakian & Sarkis Ghazarian 
 Dickran & Anahit Toumajan 
 Deacon Rubik Mailian and Dr. Joyce Yeghissian 
 
 
GEGHAM MINAS DANIELIAN (In Iraq), Cousin 
 Requested by Danielian Family 
  
 
GUREGH JAMES BAHAROZIAN, 13th Year, Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather 
IRENE BAHAROZIAN, 12th Year, Mother, Mother-in-law, Grandmother, Cousin 
 Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Tyrone Baharozian & Family 
 Dr. & Mrs. Dwayne Baharozian & Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. James Messer & Family 

 



 

 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
 

Invites you to 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Presenter: 
Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

Monday evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
on the dates listed below:   

 
February 20 
March 6, 20 
April 3, 17 
May 8, 22 

June 26 
 
 

St. John Armenian Church of 
Greater Detroit  

 

Invites you to 
 

Catechism 
 

Presenter: 
Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

Thursday Evenings  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

on the dates listed below:   
 

February 16—The Basics of our Armenian Faith 
March 16—The Basics of other Faiths 

April 6 
May 18 
June 29 

 
All parishioners and friends are invited to attend these informative sessions. 

Admission is Free  



 

 

 

Poon Paregentan 
 

In the directive given by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate,  
Badarak on Sunday, February 26th, will be a closed Badarak.  Should you wish to receive 

Holy Communion prior to the beginning of Great Lent, please be prepared to receive  
communion on Sunday, February 19th.  

 
 

ACYOA Juniors Present  

LENTEN FISH DINNER 
Wednesdays 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
April 5 Fish and Lobster Dinner 
Dinner served 5:30 to 6:30 pm 

Donations: Adults $10.00  Children $5.00  Lobster Dinner $20.00  
Vegan Options Available  

For Reservations call the front office at 248-569-3405 or  
email:  office@sjachurch.org 

 
Every Wednesday, following the Lenten Fish dinner, there will be Lenten prayer 

 service in the Sanctuary offered by a special guest 
 

First Wednesday of the Great Lent 
March 1, 2017 at 7:00 pm 

 

An in-depth look at the Peace Office in the  
Sanctuary  

  

Deacon Rubik Mailian will explain the meaning of the psalms, prayers and 
hymns in the service of the peace, leading us into an interactive prayer 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Save the Date: 

 

St. John Armenian Church 22nd Annual Lenten Retreat Seminar 
 

Saturday, March 25, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

at the Veteran’s Building Rec. Center 
 

Topic to be announced 
 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Roberta Ervine, Professor, St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 
 

Suggested Donation:  $15 includes all materials, continental breakfast, and lunch.  To register, or 
for further information, call Charlene Goshgarian at 248-641-7823.  Please make checks payable to 

St. John Armenian Church (memo:  Retreat) and mail to: St. John Armenian Church, 22001  
Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI  48075 

 

Sponsored in part by the Yeretzgin Rosalie Papazian Endowment Fund 
 



 

 

 

On February 14 each year, the Armenian Church celebrates Dyarnuntarach, literally "the bringing 
forward of the Lord."  The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple is always 40 days 
after Armenian Christmas.  Other names for the feast include Derendas (possibly a contraction of 
Dyarnuntarach) and Candlemas.  

The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord is told in the Gospel of Luke 2:21-40.  It is the combina-
tion of two Jewish rituals followed by families during Jesus' time.  First, it represented the idea 
that 40 days after a woman gave birth, she would go to the temple and offer a pigeon and lamb 
as offerings of atonement and thus, she would be "purified".  The feast also recognizes the long-
standing tradition of Jews to symbolically dedicate their first-born son to God by giving a small 
gift to the temple. 

When Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple, Mary was seen by Simeon, an elderly 
and devoutly religious Jew who had prayed to God to keep him alive so he would see the Saviour 
promised to mankind.  When he saw Mary and her baby, Simeon suddenly sensed God's pres-
ence, and said: "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel." (Luke 2:29-32) 

The feast commemorates the confirmation of Jesus' revelation as God.  As we think about the 
revelation at the temple, we reflect on three ideas: 

1. The Son of God is a real person, fully human.  In his presentation at the temple, he took part in 
the totality of everyday human life and thereby repeatedly graced it with meaning and pur-
pose.  Although we are granted a precious few details of Jesus' life, this is one of them. 

2. God is real to Mary and Joseph.  In every moment of their lives, His presence and divine vision 
have charted their course.  They listened for His voice and, as all such people do, they kept hear-
ing it.  When it was time to leave their private decisions and lives and join God's community, they 
did so, not out of a devotion and commitment that was culturally determined, but out of a deter-
mination into which they had been newly called. 

3. Being real, God's purpose became the guiding principal of this family.  It is not primarily the 
Son of God that Mary and Joseph take to the temple -- for He needs no presentation -- but the 
baby Jesus, a child who is to be raised in the faith that will both anchor him and yet allow him to 
reach high above and deep within to find the image and likeness of God that alone makes us truly 
human. 
(This article was taken from the Diocesan Website) 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple 



 

 

Genera l   Information 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Cell: 773-457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 

Administrator’s Cell:  760-832-1142 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you 
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  
If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included 
in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and 
would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and  
offer a home blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  
For more information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize 
their children between 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your  
proposed wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John  
parish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church 
Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office 
by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax  
248-569-0716, or email to Tamara@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday  
preceding the Sunday.  Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  
Requiem may be offered every Sunday of the year except for the five Tabernacle Feast 
Days.  



 

 Badaracen  #ydo 3 Ygy.yxien Tovrs Calov +amanag 
 

On Leaving the Sanctuary After Divine Liturgy  

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                       
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem .  

 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end 
of the Divine Liturgy you say:   

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն Պատարագս քո: 
 

 

May the Lord remember all your sacrifices. 
 

The Priest answers:   

Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն 
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ: 

 
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev  

zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na 
gadarestseh. 

 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 
heart, and fulfill all your desires.  

(Psalm 20:4) 

The Kiss of Peace 
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          
 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

 

Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ: / Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն 

Քրիստոսի: 

When taking Mahs the  
GIVER says: 

 

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցի քեզ ի 

Սուրբ Պատարագէս: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetsee kez ee 

Soorp Badarakes. 

 

May this be to you a share and  
portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 
The RECEIVER says: 

Բաժին իմ Աստուած յաւիտեան: 

 
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

My portion is God forever. 


