
 

 

Sunday Bulletin  

 

 
 

THE LORD’S DAY AND GREAT LENTEN SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 
  Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն…………….....9:00 am 

Sunrise Service / Արեւագալի Ժամ…………………………………...…...9:45 am  

 followed by Divine Liturgy / որմէ ետք Ս.Պատարագ  
Church School /Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարան.............................10:15 am 

Wednesday Eve Vigil / Չորեքշաբթի Երեկոյեան Հսկում…....7:00 pm 
 

       SACRED LECTIONS OF THE  LITURGY TODAY 
   THIS WEEK:   Isaiah 33:2-22, Romans 12:1-13:10, Matthew 5:17-48 
NEXT WEEK:  Isaiah 54:11-55:13, 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1, Luke 15:1-32 

Lector:  Karmen Santourian 
 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway   l Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  l  248.569.0716 (fax)

 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian – Pastor 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian – Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Rubik Mailian – Director of Sacred Music  
and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian - Organist 

   Welcome!  
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy / Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Bap-
tized and Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like 
information about our many parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member 
on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you leave 
so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and 
depart with His love to serve others. 

OUR CHURCH AND PARISH IS A PLACE WHERE . . . 
All people are welcome . . . Every member is a minister . . . 

The world is our collective responsibility . . . 
Disciple-making is our goal . . . And worship is our duty and delight. 

FEBRUARY 17, 2013—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1463  

SUNDAY OF THE EXPULSION—ԱՐՏԱՔՍՄԱՆ ԿԻՐԱԿԻ 

GUEST CELEBRANT: REV. FR. HRACH SARGSYAN 



 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:17-48 

 

"Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 "You have heard that it was said to the men of old, 'You shall not kill; and 
whoever kills shall be liable to judgment.' But I say to you that every one who is angry 
with his brother shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable 
to the council, and whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be liable to hell of fire. So if you are 
offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift. Make friends quickly with your accuser, 
while you are going with him to court, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, 
and the Judge to the guard, and you be put in prison; truly, I say to you, you will never 
get out till you have paid the last penny. 
 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to 
you that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is 
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your hole body go into hell. 
"It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 
But I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchasti-
ty, makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
 "Again you have heard that it was said to the men of old, Thou shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' But I say to you. Do not 
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your 
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 
'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. 
 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 
But I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also; and if any one would sue you and take your coat, let 
him have your cloak as well; and if any one forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles. Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from 
you. 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I say to you. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those 
who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And 
if you salute only your brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is per-
fect."                                            



 

 

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH IN HONOR OF  

FATHER DIRAN PAPAZIAN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

 

Elizabeth Amboian & Family 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Howard & Cathy Atesian 

Edward, Yvonne, Laura and Christopher Korkoian  

Harry Mardirosian 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Stamboulian & Family 

Mike & Linda Tiffany 

TODAY . . . JOIN THE PAPAZIAN FAMILY IN  

CELEBRATING FATHER DIRAN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY! 

ALL ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL TEA IN HIS HONOR! 

 

GUEST CELEBRANT: REV. FR. HRACH SARGSYAN 

Pastor, St. Gregory of Nareg Church, Cleveland 

Fr. Diran is Godfather of Fr. Hrach’s daughter, Mane. 

MEN’S SOCIETY BIBLE STUDY BREAKFAST 

 “RESTORE THE PASSION” 

Saturday morning, February 23rd at 9:30 am St. John Armenian 
Church Men’s Society is hosting a Bible Study “Maintain the Pas-
sion.”  This is a continuation of the Men’s Society Retreat “Restore 
the Passion.”  A light breakfast of bagels and muffins will be 
offered. The study session will run from 9:30 am–11:00 am. RSVP 
is required by Thursday, February 21, 2013 to Dan Cristiano at 313-
291-3194 or dcristiano@sbcglobal.net.  It will be held in the Nurse-
ry Room.  There is no charge for this event.  

ALL MEN ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED 

William Carlin           Gayaneh Kachadourian        Katherine Mekjian           
Cindy Rauch        Dr. Haig Tashjian                   Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian 

mailto:dcristiano@sbcglobal.net


 

   

YERETZGIN VARTENI BARSAMIAN (Wife of Fr. Arsen Barsamian) 
 Requested by Der Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 

REBACCA MALKHASIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother 
 Requested by Aramais & Elizabeth Malkhasian, Nayiri & Lena 
 Nevart Torian 
 Mr. & Mrs. Norayr & Hasmig Shirvanian & Family 
 

HARRY S. CARMAN, JR., 1st Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather,   
  Uncle, Brother-in-law, Friend 
 Requested by Rosemary, Roxan, Stephan Carman 
 Anthony, Roupina, Nayri & Vaughn Carman 
 Steven, Lydia, Tamara, Kyle, Anjel & Bryce Doyon 
 Peter & Agnes Hovsepian 
 Yeretzgin Roberta & Father Garabed Kochakian 
 Sue & Rick Vian 
 Ed, Deanna & Matthew Carman 
 Ramela Carman 
 Mr. & Mrs. John Samarian, Gregory & Karen 
 

ROSEANN VARTANEE JOHNS, 1st Year, Wife, Mother, Sister, Aunt, Cousin
   Khnamee, Friend 
 Requested by Gary Johns 
 Penn & Dominic Johns 
 Richard & Mona Kurjian 
 Vartan & Natasha Kurjian 
 Roy & Nayiri Misirliyan, Sevan, Sarine & Ani 
 Alec & Vartan Kurjian 
 Mrs. Alice Kourtjian 
 Claude & Audrey Ohanesian & Family 
 Ralph & Roxanne Kourtjian & Family 
 Hilda Misirliyan 
 Ara & Barbara Oknayan, Raffi & Sevag 
 

ANYA MELKUMYAN, 3rd Year, In loving memory of Wife, Mother,  
  Grandmother 
 Requested by Stepan Melkumyan 
 Grigoriy & Lana Melkumyan & Grandkids 
 Vova & Liana Karamzin & Grandkids 
 Zaid & Seda Jamardov & Grandkids 

BASHDON  HOKEHANKSDYAN—REQUIEM SERVICE 

FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 



 

 

ZINAIDA YAKOVENKO, 3rd Year, Mother 
ANNA SHIBANOVA, 8th Year, Daughter 
EVALD SKVORTSOV, 15th Year, Son 
YELENA EFREMOVA, 23rd Year, Grandmother 
VALENTINA SKVORTSOV, 10th Year, Sister 
 Requested by Yelena Pechnikova 
 
IRENE BAHAROZIAN, 8th Year, Mother, Mother-in-Law, Grandmother,  
  Cousin 
GUREGH JAMES BAHAROZIAN, 9th Year, Father, Father-in-Law,  
  Grandfather 
 Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Tyrone Baharozian & Family 
 Dr. & Mrs. Dwayne Baharozian & Family 
 Mr. & Mrs. James Messer & Family 
 
ROSE YAVRUIAN, 10th Year, In Loving Memory of Mother,  
  Mother-in-law, Grandmother 
 Requested by Arek & Diane Khachaturian 
 Lee Khachaturian 
 Mark Khachaturian 
 John Yavruian 
 
HAGOP TOROYAN, 29th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather 
 Requested by Dr. Salpi Toroyan & Nishan 
 Dr. Raffi & Gloria Toroyan 
 Aram, Ara & Artin Toroyan 
 Sarkis Toroyan, Raymond & Michaelanne 
 Lucine & James Tarman & Trey 
 
MASROB S. & EVA KURAJIAN, Parents, Grandparents, Great Grandparents 
 Requested by the Kurajian Family 
 
SERGEY MARKAROV 
 Requested by Nora Markarova 
 Gennady & Elmira Gevorkyan 
 Zhanna & Boris Gukasov & Grandkids 
 Greg & Lana Melkumyan & Great Grandkids 
 Marcus & Anna Jackson & Great Grandkids 
  



 

 

 The Second Week of Great Lent 

 Sunday of the Expulsion - Արտաքսման Կիրակի 
 

Prayer of Introspection by St. Ephrem the Syrian 

O Lord and Master of my life, keep me from being lazy, meddling,  

ambitious, filled with idle talk; instead, give to me prudence, humility,  

patience and love, your servant; O Lord, my King, grant that I may see my 

own sins instead of judging those around me; for You alone deserve praise 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

This second Sunday invokes the loss of happiness as Adam and Eve chose to 

be driven out of Paradise. The day's hymn recounts how the forbidden fruit 

tasted of sin and death. Our ancient forebears knew they had made a mistake 

immediately after eating the fruit, for they were ashamed of their "naked­

ness" and foolishly tried to cover themselves and hide from God. Indeed, the 

sinful notion that they were better, wiser, and more capable than the Al­

mighty in deciding to eat the fruit of the tree of "knowledge of good and evil" 

is at the heart of every sinful thought or action. We often experience this in 

daily life. When we do something we're not proud of, facing God is difficult. 

Expulsion Sunday reminds us of our original exile from God's presence, but 

an exile that God's ‘mercy’ will not let us endure forever. He gives us Hope 

and grants us the opportunity to regain what we lost. 

 

READ: Genesis 3, Matthew 5: 23-25 

 

DO: Call a friend or family member who lives far away, with whom you 

have not been in touch for a while. Restore a relationship with caring and 

love in your heart and mind.  

 

REFLECT: Talk about these questions with your family…How do we ask 

for forgiveness from one another? When is forgiving necessary--once in a 

while or always? 

 

 



 

 

BAKU MEMORIAL DEDICATION UPDATE 

 Originally, the Baku-Sumgait Monument was to have been 
completed and installed for a February dedication. However, due to 
delays in the preparation of the ground and more importantly the 
delivery and installation of the monument, the date has been de-
ferred to the Spring of 2013. As soon as the committee has the assur-
ance of a guaranteed delivery date for installation, a new dedication 
date will be announced.  
 On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Pogroms 
against Armenians in Azerbaijan that began on February 27, 1988 in 
Sumgait and continued in Baku until 1990, a special Requiem Ser-
vice /  Bashdon Hokehanksdyan will be held next Sunday, February 
24th for all our Armenian brothers and sisters who perished.  
 
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) stated in the US Congress from a PR release 
of ANCA dated February 3, 2011: “Mr. Speaker, just as we cannot 
allow the first Genocide of the twentieth century to fade into histo-
ry, the memory of the victims of Sumgait/ Baku must not be for-
gotten either.” 

 

MONUMENT WORK UPDATE  

 

The first stage of the installation of the long-awaited new monument ad-
jacent to the Martyrs Monument has been completed. The foundation is 
fully cured.  
 

NEW AT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE 

 

Nowhere: a Story of Exile  
By Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte—SC—$20.00 

 

A riveting, heart-wrenching story told through the diary entries of an 8-
year old Armenian girl documenting the organized terror in Baku, her 

life as a refugee, and her struggle to find herself.  
 

The Sumgait Tragedy: Pogroms against Armenians in Soviet  
Azerbaijan, Volume I—Eyewitness Accounts 

Edited by Samuel Shahmuratian, Forward by Yelena Bonner 
HC-$45.00 



 

 

 
 

 

 ACYOA  Juniors 

2013 Lenten Fish Dinners 

are back again! 

Every Wednesday during Great Lent 

February 13th and February 20th 
February 27th— ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH & CHIPS 

March 6th and March 13th  
March 20th - LOBSTER DINNER!! 

Dinners will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 pm 
Donation $10.00/adult 

 $5.00/child (fish or grilled cheese) 
Please make your reservations in advance with the 

Church Office (248) 569-3405 
Lobster Dinner  (March 20th only) Donation is $20.00 

 

LENTEN VIGIL SERVICE AT 7:00 PM 
IN THE SANCTUARY FOLLOWING DINNER 

WHAT DID YOU GIVE UP FOR LENT? 

 

A RESPONSE FROM A PARISHIONER . . . 

 

Armo wrote: "So I'm taking the advice of Father Garabed Kochakian 
from this past Sunday's sermon.... I'm giving up Facebook, online 
games, basically all the stuff my phone and laptop have to offer. The 
only thing I'll use my phone for is calls and 5 people for texting 
(family). If you need anything from me call me. I know to some it 
doesn't seem like a big deal but he got me thinking; this is something 
I use every single day all hours of the day. It's definitely going to be 
harder to give up vs. chocolate, pop, red meat, etc.  
 
So with that said.... I'll see you all Easter Sunday! Take care and God 
Bless!" 

http://www.facebook.com/garabed.kochakian


 

 

  
St. John Armenian Church 

18th ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT SEMINAR 
Sponsored in part by the Yeretzgin Rosalie Papazian Endowment Fund 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2013 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

St. John’s Cultural Hall 
 

 The Face of Lazarus: Faith, Healing & Revival 
Guest Speaker: Very Rev. Father Daniel Findikyan 

Director, Zohrab Information Center 
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church, New York 
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CHURCH SCHOOL FUNDRAISING DURING LENT 

During the period of Great Lent, our Church School students have a 
special project which will teach them the importance of helping others 
by collecting donations for the Diocesan-wide Church School Lenten 
Drive which will benefit: 
 

Relief for Syrian Armenians—The need is ongoing and the crisis is not 
over. Thousands of Armenians are facing dangers, food shortages, and 
extreme wartime conditions in Syria. 
 

Tovuz Village Day Care Center in Armenia—Children aged 3-6 are 
looked after in a day care setting that provides two small meals per day, 
beds and bedding for rest, love and psychological support in a sub-
standard building without water and electricity. We can help Tovuz vil-
lagers renovate their day care center and provide healthy meals. 
 

When you are approached by a Church School student with a Lenten 
Canister, please give  generously. 

PLEASE NOTE:  

REQUIEM PRAYERS WILL NOT BE OFFERED… 

MARCH 24TH—Palm Sunday & MARCH 31ST—Easter 



 

 

  

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY AND ELECTIONS 

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 

12:30 PM Registration 

 

Your “Time and Talent” would be greatly  appreciated.  Please consider vol-
unteering to serve and submit your name, as your Church needs you. We are 
still looking for members who are interested in running for any of the follow-
ing positions: Parish Council, Nominating Committee and Auditor. Candidate 
must be current dues paying member for 1 year prior to Annual Parish As-
sembly meeting. Also, monitors are needed for Annual Parish Assembly. You 
must be current dues paying member.  PLEASE NOTE: Child care available 
during Parish Assembly.  Contact Dave Dardarian @ (248) 661-0617 or  

ddardarian@sjachurch.org 
 

PRE-ASSEMBLY LENTEN BUFFET—$10.00 PER PERSON 

(MEAT-FREE AND DAIRY-FREE) 

PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT ARMENIA-BUILD TEAM 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 

During Great Lent, we reflect on this season of penance and spiritual renewal 
and think more deeply upon the Sacrament of Confession and the seven great 
sins we acknowledge. We ask God to forgive and restore us to his grace and 
communion from the actions of Pride, Envy, Anger, Sloth, Covetousness, 
Gluttony and Lust.   
 
1. Pride - in Armenian Hubardootiun . . . ATTITUDE VS. GRATITUDE 
 
We can be proud when we have happiness and goodness in our hearts, ac-
knowledging that Christ is our center and inspires us to follow His Good teach-
ings and live a God-pleasing life. But pride also can often become an impedi-
ment to achieving this. In music, sports, and business, we reserve our ap-
plause for the winners only, for those who flaunt their pride with an attitude 
tending to garner the most publicity. We strut our medals and lift high our 
trophies in sports competitions, lavishing rewards on winners, forgetting what 
we teach… it’s not whether you win or lose the game, rather it is how you 
play. Pride is a sin when there is no gratitude given to God for what we as hu-
mans achieve. It is a kind of addiction, a yearning for ego strokes that will nev-
er be satisfied. During Great Lent we need to get beyond ourselves and realize 
what we achieve is because God has made our achievements possible, and we 
should always acknowledge those achievements. 

mailto:dhdardarian@att.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS 
 

Armenian Baked Goods will be available for purchase 
after worship today. 
 
Winter Baking continues on Tuesday, February 19th at 
9:00 am in the church kitchen. Anita Arslanian will lead 
us in making Sou Beoreg. We will continue with Winter 

Baking every Tuesday until Holy Week. Everyone is welcome. For questions 
contact Anita Arslanian at 248-360-6979. 
 
 

Moms and Manoogs meet for social interaction and fun activities. Our 
meeting days are flexible and we’d love to have you and your Manoogs join 
our group. For more information contact Kristen Gustafson at kris-
teng@outlook.com or 248-765-0471. 
 

Knitting Club – Join us on Thursday, February 21st from 10:00-12:00 Noon. 
Please contact Linda Assarian at 248-332-0816 if you are interested in partic-
ipating.  
 
SAVE THE DATE...SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2013...A ROYAL LUNCHEON 

SPONSORED BY THE WOMEN’S GUILD IN THE MAIN HALL 

 
The Women's Guild invites you to become a member. 

For information please call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926. 

 

Womenõs Guild Best-Selling Cookbook 
 

Armenian Cuisine ð 

Preserving our Heritage  
 

is available in our Church Bookstore. 
This beautifully photographed hard cover cookbook includes all festival 
recipes, as well as hundreds of kitchen-tested Armenian favorites  

from our community. 

$25.00 

 

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH, NOON-2:00 PM, NURSERY  

BRING YOUR LUNCH AND YOUR BIBLE!   

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

mailto:kristeng@outlook.com
mailto:kristeng@outlook.com


 

 

T H E   G R E AT  L E N T E N   S E A S O N 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday,  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

After  hour s  in  an emer gency,  p lease contact :  
Pastor ’ s  Cel l :   248.225.9888  

Par ish  Counc i l  Chair man’s  Cel l :   248.688.1214  
Admin is tr ator ’s  Ce l l :   248 .880.8391   

                 
THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34   

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             

orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  

ʱ˚ˊːʿ˛˅˛ ˂ˀʫˁ˚ ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. 

o˚ˊː˒˜˃˅˜ː ː˒˚ʻ ˅ ʼʿ˚ʻː ˅ˎ<                                                                  

I will bless the Lord at all times.  

His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

During the period of Great Lent in the Armenian Church 
we observe the following: 

 

¶  The altar curtain is closed . 

¶  There is no Kiss of Peace during the Divine Liturgy. 

¶  Holy Communion is not offered during the Divine Liturgy. 

¶  The Holy Gospels Book is not venerated after worship. 

¶  Hymns are sung in penitential melody. 

¶  Names of saints are not remembered. 

¶  The organ is not played when departing from the  

 sanctuary. 

¶  All should remain silent when exiting the sanctuary after 
worship in respect to those who remain for devotional 
prayers. 

¶  Weddings  and Baptisms are not celebrated. 


