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Sunday Bulletin
OUR CHURCH AND PARISH IS A PLACE WHERE . . .
All people are welcome . . . Every member is a minister . . .
The world is our collective responsibility . . .
Disciple-making is our goal . . . And worship is our duty and delight.

FEBRUARY 5, 2012—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1461
SUNDAY OF CATECHUMENS - ԱՌԱՋԱՒՈՐՆԵՐՈՒ ԿԻՐԱԿԻ

GUEST CELEBRANT: REV. FR. TATEOS ABDALIAN
DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF MISSION PARISHES

THE LORD’S DAY—SCHEDULE OF SUNDAY WORSHIP
Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն………....9:00 am
Divine Liturgy/ Ս. Պատարագ ………….............…..........…...9:45 am
Church School / Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարան...................10:15 am
SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY TODAY
THIS WEEK: Isaiah 63:7-18, 2 Timothy 3:1-12, John 6:22-38
NEXT WEEK: Isaiah 63:18-64:12, Timothy 1:1-11, John 7:37-52
Lector: Yvonne Korkoian

Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy / Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many
parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you leave so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the
Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His love to serve others.

TODAY’S GOSPEL: John 6:22-38
On the next day the people who remained on the other side of the sea
saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not
entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone
away alone. However, boats from Tiberias came near the place where
they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. So when the people
saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got
into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.
"When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said
to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" Jesus answered them,
"Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not labor for the food which
perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son
of Man will give to you; for on him has God the Father set his seal."
Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the
works of God?" Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that
you believe in him whom he has sent." So they said to him, "Then what
sign do you do, that we may see, and believe you? What work do you
perform? Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written,
'He gave them bread from heaven to eat."' Jesus then said to them,
"Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven, and gives life to
the world.
They said to him, "Lord, give us this bread always." Jesus said
to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger,
and he who believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you
have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will
come to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For I have
come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him
who sent me."

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED
Vahan Aglamishian
Yetvart Bozajian
Siranush Demirjian
Terri Karebian
George Zallakian

Seta Akarakcian
Harry Carman
Rachel Ekizian
Walter Negosian

Rose Boudakian
Helen Daiyan
Agnes Hagopian
William Pugh

NEWS FROM JERUSALEM
The former Primate of the Eastern Diocese was admitted to a hospital in
Jerusalem where he is resting comfortably but has been drifting in and
out of consciousness. His Beatitude Torkom Patriarch Manoogian was
originally admitted to Jerusalem’s Hadassah Medical Center three weeks
ago, but was released after two days. He became critically ill and was readmitted on January 19, and has been under observation by the medical
staff for pneumonia. Members of the Jerusalem brotherhood, as well as
family members, have been by the Patriarch’s side throughout his hospitalization. Patriarch Torkom will turn 93 this month. Archbishop Barsamian asks all of our pastors and parishioners to keep Archbishop Torkom in their thoughts, and to pray for the Patriarch’s health and recovery.

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012
SPECIAL INFANTS BLESSING SERVICE FOLLOWING BADARAK
Father Garabed will offer a special blessing in commemoration of
the Presentation of Jesus to the Temple, 40 days after his birth, by
his parents. Joseph and Mary went to the temple to seek the blessing of the high priest, St. Simeon in keeping with an ancient Jewish
tradition. At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Garabed will invite all
parents with infants to come forward so their children may receive
a special blessing.
ALSO, NEXT SUNDAY . . .MEN’S SOCIETY PANCAKE BREAKFAST
AFTER CHURCH . . . EVERYONE IS INVITED
Omelets, Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Pancakes with Cherry
Topping, Sausage, Fresh Fruit, Coffee with Flavored Creams,
Individual Fruit Juices

Anyone interested in hosting an after-church Tea please contact Paul Yousoufian in the catering office at 248-569-3446.
Teas may be self-catered or utilize one of the church’s approved caterers. In either case please start by contacting
Paul to discuss the details at least one week in advance.

KEEP THE GREAT FAST AND IT WILL MAKE YOU GREATER
THAN YOU ARE NOW
How?
It takes about 40 days to break and develop habits… good and bad.
Great Lent/ Medz Bahk is a time of developing Christ-centered
habits of practicing the presence of God and exercising unconditional love in all that we do. Invest in this holy season and effort of
the Great Keeping; God will indeed bless you.
Also, Great Lent is a value. Add spiritual food to your daily diet.
Add a time to attend another service other than Badarak on Sunday. During the week on Wednesday night come and grow spiritually with your participation in the Great Lenten Vigil service.
Pray starting in the morning when you arise…before you open
your mouth to brush your teeth, open your mouth to praise the
Lord that you are alive and ready to start a day of mystery. At noon
pray again, that you made it half way. And at night before retiring
thank the Lord you made it though another day.
Read the Scriptures. Read about the Saints who fasted and became
Great to us all and are remembered every year.
Prepare your life – what you say, how you act and what you do —
because it is so precious and a gift to you from God. Make new and
better personal habits that edify your ways and help others to see
Christ living in you a bit more clearly.
Keep the Great Fast and it will make you greater than you are
now.

REQUIEMS WILL BE OFFERED ON . . .
FEBRUARY 19, 26; MARCH 4, 11, 18, 25

WELCOME DER TATEOS
We are happy to welcome our guest celebrant to Detroit today. Der Hayr has been here this past weekend leading the
Men’s Society Retreat. He has been quite active in our Diocese
during these past three years, visiting, guiding and helping
many of our mission parishes organize themselves as a parish
community, and teaching them the faith and traditions of our
Church. He has served our diocese for over 25 years as an ordained priest in various parishes before assuming this important role.

EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ...
I LEARNED FROM NOAH’S ARK












Don’t miss the boat.
Remember we are all in the same boat.
Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark
Stay fit. When you’re 60, you may be asked to do
something BIG.
Don’t listen to critics—just get on with the job that
needs to be done.
Build your future on high ground.
For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
When you are stressed, float awhile.
Speed isn’t always an advantage—snails were on board
with cheetahs.
Remember the Ark was built by amateurs—the Titanic
by experts.
No matter the storm, with God there is always a rainbow waiting.

A Lenten Prayer
This beautiful prayer is one of 24 short prayers known
as "I Confess With Faith" (Ha-va-dov Khos-do-va-neem)
written by the great Catholicos, writer, and ecumenist
St. Nersess Shnorhali (1102-1173). They are recited in
the "Rest Service" (Hankusdyan Jham), one of the daily
"hours" of the Armenian Church and are often included in parish Lenten services. It is a perfect prayer to
learn and pray during Great Lent.
Jesus, Wisdom of the Father Grant me wisdom
That I may always think, speak, and do
That which is good in your sight.
Save me from evil thoughts, words, and deeds
And have mercy on all your creatures
And upon me, a great sinner.
Eemasdootioon Hor Heesoos,
Door eentz eemasdootioon.
Uzparees khorhel yev khosel yev kordzel
Arachee ko amenayn jham.
Ee char khorhurtotz, ee paneetz yev ee
kordzotz purgya zees.
Yev voghormya ko araradzotz
Yev eentz pazmameghees.

Իմաստութիւն հօր Յիսուս, տուր ինծ իմաստուփիւն
զբարիս խորհել եւ խօսել եւ գործել առաջի քո
յամենայն ժամ. Ի չար խորհրդոց, ի բարից եւ ի
գործոց փրկեա զիս. Եւ ողորմեա քո արարածոց եւ
ինծ Բազմամեղիս:

Lent and Easter Glossary
Carnival" Day - Poon Paregentan (Day before Lent begins)
Great Lent - Medz Bahk
Fasting - Bahk pur-nel
Bible - Ahsd-vah-dzah-shoonch (literally, “breath of God”
Prayer - Ah-ghotk
Almsgiving - Vo-ghor-moo-tyoon
Church - Ye-ge-ghe-tzee
Gospel - Ah-ve-dah-rahn
Median Day of Lent - Mee-cheenk Medz Bah-kee
Palm Sunday - Dzahgh-gah-zahrt
Holy Week of Easter - Avahk Shah-paht
Resurrection - Hah-roo-tyoon

Easter Greeting
Christ is risen!
Blessed is the resurrection of Christ!
Kris-dos hahr-yahv ee me-re-lotz!
Orh-nyahl eh hah-roo-tioo-nun Kris-do-see!

WHY THIS WEEK IS WITHOUT SCRIPTURE READINGS
This past week — Monday, January 30th through Friday, February 3 — was a
fasting period known as Arachavorats Bahk or "The Preliminary Fast." This
five-day fasting period in the Armenian Church begins on the 10th Monday
before Easter and lasts until the Friday of that week. Great Lent will begin
three weeks later on the seventh Monday before Easter, this year February
20th. Of all the days in the Armenian liturgical year, only the days of the
Arachavorats Bahk have no scripture readings appointed to be read during
the daily services. The word "Arachavorats" comes from two root words:
arach (before) and avoor (day). So the literal translation would be something like "preceding days." In English it is best referred to as the
"Preliminary Fast," in other words, the fast that precedes the Great Fast,
Great Lent. Many eastern churches have a similar preliminary fast that falls
sometime before Great Lent and serves as a means of easing gradually into
the rigors of Great Lent. These pre-Lenten fasts developed in many areas
around the seventh century.

BASHDON HOKEHANKSDYAN—REQUIEM SERVICE
FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST
Today, during the Divine Liturgy, we offer our prayers as the community of St.
John’s for the souls of the departed servants of Christ.

GEORGE N. GODOSHIAN, 40th Day, Husband, Father, Grandfather,
Great Grandfather, Brother, Brother-in-Law, Uncle
Requested by Nevart Godoshian
Ron & Jackie Godoshian
Pete & Nancy Panaretos
Peter & Marilyn Sarkesian
John & Melanie Godoshian
Charlie & Patricia Godoshian
And Families
Charles Stamboulian
Tom & Linda Stamboulian & Family
Jim & Patricia Stamboulian & Family
Agnes Hagopian
Naif & Sherrie Baidoon
Avedis Hagopian
PAUL TOOTIKIAN, 3rd Year, Husband, Father, Grandpa, Great Grandpa
Requested by Anita Tootikian
Patricia, Gary, Rachel & Alexandra Hachigian
Ara Hachigian, Austen & Khalan Isbell
EDWARD DILANIAN, Father
YERVANT DILANIAN, Grandfather
MAKROUHI DILANIAN, Grandmother
BARTAVOOHI DILANIAN, Mother
ARMAVENI DILANIAN, Aunt
MYRON DILANIAN, Cousin
Requested by the Dilanians
GRACE SARKISIAN MOLCHEN, Mother, Grandmother
JAMES ROBERT BERRYMAN, Father, Grandfather
VIRGINIA BERRYMAN, Mother, Grandmother
Requested by Jim, Nancy, David & Todd Berryman

ST. SARKIS THE WARRIOR AND HIS SON MARDIROS
Yesterday the Armenian Church commemorated the Feast of St. Sarkis
in many Armenian communities, especially in the Middle East and
Iran, where this day of remembrance is greatly honored with fasting
and prayer.*
St. Sarkis lived during the fourth century and came from Caesarea
[Gesaria). As a great soldier he was esteemed by the first Christian
Roman and Byzantine Emperor Constantine the Great.
During turbulent times when the
Christian faith was still challenged,
St. Sarkis and his son Mardiros took
refuge in Armenia during the rule of
Pagan Byzantine Emperor Julian the
Apostate. St. Sarkis enlisted with
Persian forces to defeat this despot
and while in the army was instrumental in converting many Persian
soldiers to Christ. When King Shapur
II of Persia heard of this, he forced
St. Sarkis to recant his faith and return to the ancient Irano-Armenian
pagan cult of Zoroastrianism.
St. Sarkis and his son refused and were martyred because they chose
to hold firm to the Lord Jesus Christ. Following his death, fourteen of
the Persian soldiers who had converted to Christianity came to bury
St. Sarkis and because of this were also martyred. The feast of St.
Sarkis did not come into the Armenian calendar of saintly remembrances until the 13th century.
* The fast commonly associated with this feast day is really connected
with the Arachavorats {pre-Lenten} preparation and not with the
Feast of St. Sarkis.

Let us joyfully eat and drink as we begin the 40 days of the
inspiring Great Lenten journey, Medz Bahk,
until the Resurrection of our Lord.
The Baku-Sumgait Memorial Fund Committee
cordially invites all members of the community for
a complimentary brunch to celebrate

Poon Paregentan
Sunday, February 19, 2012
in the Cultural Hall following Badarak
Enjoy unique delicacies and musical entertainment. Learn more
about the fundraising efforts of the committee to create a permanent memorial for those innocent Armenians of the Nagorno
-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan tragically victimized in 19881991. This new memorial will be located in the garden that currently features the Genocide monument. It will be one of the
first memorials of its kind to be erected in the United States.
Please join us for a remarkable afternoon.
For more information about plans for the monument,
please contact: Committee Chair Edward Korkoian,
ekorkoian@aol.com
During the brunch, the Baku-Sumgait Memorial Fund
Committee will hold a Silent Auction to help raise funds.
If you can contribute an item for the auction,
please contact Ms. Julia Papiyants at
248-924-7335 or jpapiyan@umich.edu

ATTENTION: BLOGGERS
There is a blog on the web for the Baku Memorial which you
should be aware of. Please visit and learn more about this project:. www.thebakuproject.webstarts.com

Upcoming Observance of Great Lent
As you know, in a few weeks time we will enter the period of Great
Lent, when all members of Christ’s church are invited to meditate on
our Lord’s ministry and sacrifice, and to prepare for the celebration of
his glorious resurrection. Lent is an ideal time for local parishes to plan
creative programs and activities, which will help parishioners deepen
their understanding and experience of our faith and worship traditions. The following suggestions are meant to provide ideas and guidance to all our parishes, for your observance of Great Lent. May our
Lord inspire us during this important time of the church year, so that
we will be prepared to celebrate his victory over death and sin on
Easter Sunday.
 According to Armenian Church tradition, Great Lent begins on
Monday, February 20 Poon Paregentan and concludes with the
celebration of the Jrakalouyts Badarak on Easter Eve, Saturday,
April 7
 Throughout the Lenten period, please be sure to strictly observe
the appropriate food regulations for all parish functions. Pastors
should encourage fasting in the home, and all parish leaders
should facilitate the observance of Lenten regulations at events.
For the duration of the period, meat cannot be served at any parish function; fish may be served on Sundays (and Saturdays), in
recognition of longstanding custom in our Diocese. There should
be no exceptions to these rules.
 In addition to Sunday Closed Liturgy/ Kotz Badarak worship services should be observed on weekdays and weekday evenings; the
Rest or Peace Service; educational events and retreats.
 Lent is a good time to focus attention on the meaning and purpose
of the Holy Badarak. The Diocesan Center provides a number of
resources to help our local parishes in this regard, including content on the Diocesan website, www.armenianchurch-ed.net.
May our Lord inspire us during this important time of the church year,
so that we will be prepared to celebrate his victory over death and sin
on Easter Sunday.

+ Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate

IMPORTANT DATES FOR
2012 ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
February 12, 2012 - Candidates Introduction at
Men’s Society Breakfast
February 26, 2012 - Annual Parish Assembly
We are still looking for members who are interested in running for
any of the following positions: Chairman of the Day, Parish Council, Nominating Committee, Membership & Stewardship Advisory Board. Candidates must be current dues paying members for 1
year prior to February 26, 2012. Also, monitors are needed for
Annual Parish Assembly. They must be current dues paying members.
Contact Dave Dardarian @ (248) 661-0617 or
dhdardarian@att.net

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
A monthly Bible study group led by
Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian
Wednesday, February 22, 2012
12:00—2:00 pm in the Nursery Room
Bring your Bible and your lunch; we’ll provide the coffee/tea.
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2012
Each year our Diocese offers scholarships to our American-Armenian youth attending accredited 4-year undergraduate university programs for the academic year 2012-2013.
Preference will be given to those applicants who are active in
the life of the Armenian churches of the Eastern Diocese. This
program is available to U.S. citizens only. Application forms are
in the Lobby Carousel. Completed applications must be postmarked to the Diocese no later than May 11, 2012.
The Church Office has information on college scholarships from other sources. Please phone 248-569-3405 or email
mkafafian@sjachurch.org for details.

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS
Winter Bake - Join us every Tuesday at 9:00 am in the church kitchen for fun and camaraderie. On February 7, we are making Cheese
Beoreg.
Moms and Manoogs meet for social interaction and fun activities.
Our meeting days are flexible and we’d love you and your Manoogs
to join our group. Contact Kristen Gustafson for further information.
frissy10@hotmail.com or 248-765-0471.
Knitting Club - Beginner or expert, the knitting club welcomes new
members. The group meets on the second Tuesday of the month
from 10 am – Noon in the St. John’s Nursery Room. Contact Linda
Assarian for more information. 248-332-0816
The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member.
For details, call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926

BAKE SALE TODAY!!!
SPINACH PIE WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE TODAY IN THE CULTURAL HALL
DIRECTLY AFTER SERVICES.

Kef Klub
The Gathering Place for All Ages...Make it a Family Reunion!

Friday, February 17, 2012, 6:00 pm
St. John Recreation Center
VIDEO PRESENTATION: JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
Karen Dardarian and Christine Santourian will speak about
their experience as part of the Youth Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in June 2011. Come hear their stories!

Tavloo, Cards and Games!
Adults-$8. Kids-under 12-$5. 5 and under-FREE
Family-$25. 2 Adults + Children
PLEASE RSVP St. John’s Church Office: 248-569-3405

MEN’S SOCIETY RETREAT PARTICIPANTS
A successful men's retreat was experienced this weekendat
the Livonia Embassy Suites with 20 participants. The theme of
the retreat, "You Want Me to Do What?" was facilitated by
Reverend Fr. Tateos Abdalian, Eastern Diocese Director of
Mission Parishes. Participants were: Reverend Fr. Garabed
Kochakian, Subdn. David Aprahamian, Ed Baharian, Greg
Baise, Jim Berryman, George Boyagian, Dikran Callan, Dan
Cristiano, David Dardarian, Ron Keoleian, Chris Korkoian, Edward Korkoian, John Merigian, Zaven Nazaretian, Dn. Richard
Norsigian, George Saboonjian, Eric Slowik, Noel Slowik, and
John Yavruian. May God's Grace continue to work in the
hearts of these Christian men.

TODAY . . .
MEN’S SOCIETY FAMILY SUPER BOWL PARTY
AT THE VETERAN’S BUILDING
Dinner/Pre-game: 4:30 pm
Game Time: 6:00 pm
To attend, please call Paul Yousoufian
313-310-3508
Next Men’s Society Meeting
Wednesday, February 15, 2012, 7:00 pm
All men of St. John’s parish are welcome to join.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Saturday, February 11, 2012
Daughters of Vartan Manti and More Carnival
St. John Armenian Church Main Hall
(see flyer on bulletin board for details)

St. John Armenian Church
17th ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT SEMINAR
Sponsored in part by the Yeretzgin Rosalie Papazian
Endowment Fund

Saturday, March 10, 2012
9:00 am - 3:30 pm
St. John’s Cultural Hall

Topic: Forgiving the Unforgivable?
Guest Speaker:
Father Vasken Kouzouian
Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA

Is this even possible? This year's Lenten retreat topic certainly
promises to be thought-provoking, captivating, and potentially explosive. Father Vasken Kouzouian will use God's word to help us
understand forgiveness on personal and universal levels.
This is such a timely topic -- particularly to Armenians.
Donation: $15 includes materials, continental breakfast, & lunch.
To register, call the Church Office by March 4th at 248-569-3405.
Please make checks payable to St. John Armenian Church, 22001
Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075.

ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK
Q.

What do I say when approaching the
Holy Gospel at the end of the Divine
Liturgy?
You say:

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh.
Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն
Պատարագս քո:
May the Lord remember all your offerings.
The Priest answers:
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na
gadarsestseh.
Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ:

May the Lord grant you according to your
own heart, and fulfill all your
counsel in goodness. (Psalm 20:4)

Q. What do I say when I take
Mahs?
The GIVER says:
Mahs yev pazheen yegheetsee
kez ee Soorp Badarakes.

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցի քեզ ի
Սուրբ Պատարագէս:
May this be to you a share and
portion of the Holy Sacrifice.
The RECEIVER says
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan.
Բաժին իմ Աստուած յաւիտեան:
God is my portion forever.

THE KISS OF PEACE
The GIVER says:
Christ is revealed amongst us.
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.

The RECEIVER says:
Blessed is the revelation of Christ.

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun
Kreedosee.

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34
Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenyn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,
oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
A f t e r h o u r s i n a n em e r g e n c y , p l e a s e c o n t a c t :
Pastor’s Cell: 248.225.9888
P a r i s h C o u n c i l C h a i r m an ’ s C e l l : 2 4 8 . 6 8 8 . 1 2 1 4
Administrator’s Cell: 248.880.8391

