
 

 

Sunday Bulletin  

 

              SACRED LECTIONS OF THE  LITURGY 

   TODAY:  Timothy 2:11-15, Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

LECTOR:  Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway   l Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  l  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus 

The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 
 

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

 

Our Church and Parish is a place where . . . 

-   A l l  p e o p l e  a r e  w e l c o m e  
-   E v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  a  m i n i s t e r  
-   T h e  w o r l d  i s  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
-   D i s c i p l e  m a k i n g  i s  o u r  g o a l ,  a n d  
-   W o r s h i p  i s  o u r  d u t y  a n d  d e l i g h t  

   Welcome!  
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chrismated 
in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If 
you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask any 
Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you 
leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His 
love to serve others. 

 

January 5, 2014 and January 6, 2014 

EVE OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

ՃՐԱԳԱԼՈՅՑ Ս. ԾՆՆԴԵԱՆ ԵՒ ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՅԱՅՏՆՈՒԴԵԱՆ 

ՄԵՐ ՏԻՐՈՋ ՅԻՍՈՒՍ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ 
FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

ՏOՆ Ս. ԾՆՆԴԵԱՆ ԵՒ ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՅԱՅՏՆՈՒԴԵԱՆ 

ՄԵՐ ՏԻՐՈՋ ՅԻՍՈՒՍ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ 



 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH  OF GREATER DETROIT 

 

P a r i s h  O f f i c e  H o u r s :  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  9 : 0 0  a m — 5 : 0 0  p m  
A f t e r  h o u r s  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  

P a s t o r ’ s  C e l l :  2 4 8 - 2 2 5 - 9 8 8 8  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r ’ s  C e l l :  2 4 8 - 8 8 0 - 8 3 9 1  

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when 
you or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the 
Pastor.  If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be 
included in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound 
and would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 

Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home 
blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 

Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. 
For more information, phone the Church Secretary. 
 

Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your pro-
posed wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office. 
 

Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John par-
ish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 

Bulletin  Requiem requests and announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in 
the Church Office by 5:00 pm on Wednesday.  
 

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248-
569-0716, or email to mkafafian@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday 
prior to the Sunday requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby. Ask 
a Parish Council member.  

Karmen A. Santourian, Chairman 

Gary Hachigian, Vice Chairman 

Peter S. Egigian, Treasurer 

Marianne Dardarian, Secretary 

Jacqueline ElChemmas, Asst Treasurer 

Linda Tiffany, Asst Secretary 

Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor 

Jeffrey E. Axt, Advisor 

George Boyagian, Advisor 

Ardis Gregory, Advisor 

John Yavruian, Advisor 

Gloria Korkoian, First Alternate 

Cathy Zwinck, Second Alternate 



 

 
 

TODAY’S GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 

 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For 
we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.”  When Herod the king heard this, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it is written by the prophet:  `And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'” 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star ap-
peared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  When they had heard 
the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it 
came to rest over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 

ԱՅՍՕՐՈՒԱՅ  ԱՒԵՏԱՐԱՆԸ—ՄԱՏԹԷՈՍ  2:1-12 

Երբ Յիսուս ծնաւ Հրէաստանի Բեթլէհէմին մէջ Հերովդէս թագաւորին օրերը, ահա 
արեւելքէն մոգեր եկան Երուսաղէմ, ու ըսին. «Ո՞ւր տեղ է ան՝ որ Հրեաներուն 
թագաւոր ծնաւ. վասն զի մենք արեւելքի մէջ անոր աստղը տեսանք ու եկանք անոր 
երկրպագութիւն ընելու»:  Երբ Հերովդէս թագաւորը լսեց, խռովեցաւ եւ բոլոր 
Երուսաղէմ իրեն հետ:  Ապա ժողվելով բոլոր քահանայապետները ու ժողովուրդին 
դպիրները, հարցուց անոնց թէ՝ Քրիստոսը ո՞ւր պիտի ծնանի:  Անոնք ալ իրեն ըսին. 
«Հրէաստանի Բեթլէհէմին մէջ:  Վասն զի այսպէս գրուած է մարգարէին ձեռքով. 
‘Դուն, Բե’թլէհէմ, Յուդայի երկիր, Յուդայի իշխաններուն մէջ բնաւ պզտիկ մը չես. 
Վասն զի քեզմէ իշխան մը պիտի ելլէ որ իմ Իսրայէլ ժողովուրդս պիտի հովուէ’»:  Այն 
ատեն Հերովդէս ծածկաբար մոգերը կանչեց ու ստուգեց անոնցմէ աստղին երեւցած 
ատենը:  Զանոնք Բեթլէհէմ ղրկելով՝ ըսաւ. «Գացէք ստոյգը իմացէք այն մանուկին 
վրայով ու երբ գտնէք, ինծի իմացուցէք, որպէս զի ես ալ երթամ, անոր երկրպագութիւն 
ընեմ»:  Երբ անոնք թագաւորէն այս բանը լսեցին, գացին. եւ ահա այն աստղը որ 
արեւելքի մէջ տեսեր էին, անոնց առջեւէն գնաց, կեցաւ մանուկին եղած տեղին վրայ:  
Երբ տեսան աստղը, շատ ուրախացան:  Տունը մտնելով՝ տեսան մանուկը իր մօրը 
Մարիամին հետ ու ինկան երկրպագութիւն ըրին անոր եւ իրինց գանձերը բանալով 
ընծաներ տուին անոր՝ ոսկի ու կնդրուկ եւ զմուռս:  Ու երազի մէջ հրաման առնելով, 
որ նորէն Հերովդէսին չդառնան, ուրիշ ճամբով գացին իրենց երկիրը: 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The poinsettia plants adorning the altar today and throughout the  Christmas season 
were presented to the church by the Anusbigian Family and Westborn Market. 



 

 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY IN OUR PARISH 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD IN 2015  

Join the choir in preparing concerts for the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.   

Rehearsals will start in February 2014. 
 

 CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Ages 7-9 rehearse Sunday afternoon 4:00 – 5:00 pm;   

 Ages 10-13 rehearse Sunday afternoon 5:00-6:00 pm; rehearsals will be at Deacon Rubik’s home  

 MEN’S CHOIR & WOMEN’S CHOIR:  Will meet Thursdays 7:00 – 9:00 pm at St. John 
 

Celebrate our culture and heritage on this historical and momentous occasion. 
Contact Deacon Rubik Mailian to join.  Tel: (248) 569-3405 or rubik@sjachurch.org 

 

 CD of Armenian Sacred Songs by the Komitas Choir is available at the Parish Bookstore. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 

In memory of Melkon & Soorpoohi Chiefgian, Nishan & Arshalous Janigian,  
Dr. Aram Janigian, and Sahak Roy Sahakian, two Christmas candles were presented 

by Silva Sahakian, Susan Janigian & Sally Blegvad. 
 

On the occasion of the Feast of the Nativity of Jesus Christ, a gift is presented by 
Walter & Armen Mary Negosian in honor of grandson Armen John Lucassian, who is 

honored to be Godfather of the Cross . 
 

A gift is presented to the church in honor of Armen John Lucassian being Godfather 
of the Cross, by Laura Negosian Lucassian. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED 

    George Douroujalian            Margaret Kachigian         Philip Keila 
    William Kemler                 Sirvart Mezian       Brian Serlin 
    Vin Thompson 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

TOMORROW, JANUARY 6TH 

Festal Divine Liturgy—млΥол am;  Blessing of the Waters 

Godfather of the Cross:  Armen John Lucassian 
 

A Christmas Luncheon will be hosted by the Women’s Guild in the Cultural 

Hall following worship services. We suggest a free will offering.   



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22ND, NOON-2:00 PM IN THE NURSERY ROOM 

BRING YOUR LUNCH AND YOUR BIBLE—ALL ARE WELCOME! 

W e lc o m e  

We welcome you today as you enter the Church for Badarak. Please respect the sanctity of 
our worship at all times, refraining from the use of any photographic, recording or filming 
equipment, cellular telephones, or any other similar devices in the sanctuary, nearby vesti-
bules, or other adjacent areas during worship. Such activity is strictly prohibited without the 
prior consent of the Parish Priest. If you have any questions, or would like to obtain a more 
detailed transcript of this policy, please contact us at 248.569.3405.  We thank you for your 
cooperation. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

 

DUE TO THE FORECASTED SNOW EMERGENCY, THE CHURCH SCHOOL  

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AND THE CHURCH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAMILY  

LUNCHEON HAVE BEEN POSTPONED TO  

    SUNDAY, JANUARY 12TH.    

   

MEN’S SOCIETY SPONSORS—MAN UP 

3RD ANNUAL OVERNIGHT RETREAT    

 

“Man Alive—But Are You Living” — Living the Gospel of Christ 

January 24-25, 2014 (Friday/Saturday) - Facilitator:  Fr. Tateos Abdalian 

Embassy Suites, Livonia — See fliers in the church lobby. 

Manoogian Manor has a few part-time jobs available. Command of the  

English language must be good.  Contact the Manor at 734-522-5780. 

 Part-time, Midnight shift, Laundress 

 Part-time, Midnight shift, Resident Care 

 Part-time, Days & Afternoon, Resident Care 



 

 
 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ARMENIAN STUDENTS’  

CULTURAL ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 

THE 2014 HYE HOP CHARITY DANCE 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2014 

POLO FIELDS COUNTRY CLUB, ANN ARBOR 

 

For more info e-mail: hyehop2014@gmail.com 

http://www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org/ 

ORDER OF BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

BLESSING OF THE WATER 

 

On January 6th, we celebrate the Feast of Nativity and Theophany of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  After the Divine Liturgy, we offer the Blessing of Water ceremony, 

called Chôrorhnek in Armenian, remembering Christ’s baptism by John the Baptist 

in the River Jordan.  Years ago, this ceremony would be offered outdoors at a nearby 

river. Today it is done in church. 

Baptism is one of the sacraments of the Armenian Church, and it was at His Bap-

tism that Christ’s divinity was revealed to mankind.  Jesus “saw the heavens opened 

and the Holy Spirit descending upon Him appearing as a dove; and a voice came 

from heaven, ‘You are my beloved son; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1-9-11) 

Water in the New Testament is significant to the concept of cleansing, renewal and 

victory. The baptism of Christ and the washing of the disciples feet reinforce the Old 

Testament interpretations of ritual cleansing. 

During the service, a male parishioner assumes the role of “Godfather of the Ho-

ly Cross.” Vested in a robe, he ascends the altar and is given a cross.  The priest 

places the cross into a large bowl of water symbolizing the Baptism of the Lord.  Af-

ter the ceremony, the cross is removed from the bowl and given back to the Godfa-

ther. 

During the final blessing and dismissal, the faithful approach the bema in 

an orderly fashion, kiss the cross held by the Godfather, and receive their portion of 

the blessed water so that, as the prayer says, “we may be worthy of Your help and 

may we be received, healed, blessed and sanctified by You.” 



 

 
 

WE BELIEVE—HAVADAMK—ʜʍʮʍʫʍʠʰ 
The Nicene Creed  sums up all our basic beliefs. We recite or chant it when we gather to cele-
brate the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak, and in the sacrament services of Baptism and Mar-
riage. The Nicene Creed, written in the city of Nicea, became part of our Badarak in the mid-
Fifth Century.  There are 12 verses that sum up the faith of the Church. 
 

Verse 12:    In the resurrection of the dead, in the everlasting judgment of souls and  
 bodies in the Kingdom of Heaven and in the Life Eternal.  Amen.  
 

9Ŝ ƘŀǊƻƻǘȅƻƻƴ ƳŜǊŜƭƻǘǎΣ ŜŜ ǘŀŘŀǎŘŀƴǳƴ ƘŀǾŜŜŘŜƴŜŜǘǎ ƘƻƪǾƻǘǎ ȅŜǾ ƳŀǊƳƴƻǘǎΣ  
ƘŀǊƪŀȅƻƻǘȅƻƻƴǳƴ ȅŜǊƎƴŜŜǘǎ ȅŜǾ ŜŜ Ǝȅŀƴǎǳƴ ƘŀǾŜŜŘŜƴŀƎŀƴǳǎΦ  !ƳŜƴΦ  
 

Finally WE BELIEVE that we shall rise on the Last Day when Jesus comes again as he promised, 
to raise the living and the dead both.  St. Luke [20: 35, 37] attests to this with his words, “But 
to those who are accounted worthy to attain to the age and to the resurrection from the 
dead.”   
 

And St. Paul sternly reminds his followers that it is Jesus who Judges by saying, “I charge you 
in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead,”  WHOM 
JESUS says are worthy and SHALL INHERIT AND COME INTO THE ETNERAL KINGDOM.   
 

With his final words from Matthew 7:21 reminding us... 
“ Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  
 

John 3:16 “for whoever believes in Him should not perish but have Eternal Life.” 

PARISH BOOKSTORE . . . NEW FROM ARMENIA  

Unique handcrafted colorful worry beads, tablecloths,  

table runners and silver items. 

President Calvin Coolidge and the Armenian Orphan Rug—SC—$10.00 

Visit the Parish Bookstore today and Monday  -  Friday. 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS 

POON PAREGENTAN: AN ARMENIAN MARDI GRAS DINNER-DANCE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2014  

Join us in celebrating the traditional Armenian “Day of Good Living” before the 

beginning of the austere season of Lent. A Mardi Gras theme with top musicians 

from Philadelphia and Detroit will make this the event of the year.  

$55 DINNER AND DANCING, CASH BAR, $30 AFTER 10PM DANCE ONLY. 

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS. 



 

 
ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK 

 

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34   

 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             

orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  
 
 

ʱ˚ˊːʿ˛˅˛ ˂ˀʫˁ˚ ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. o˚ˊː˒˜˃˅˜ː ː˒˚ʻ ˅ ʼʿ˚ʻː ˅ˎ< 

                                                                           

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

  When approaching the Holy Gospel at the 
end of the Divine Liturgy you say:   

IŜŜǎƘŜǎǘȊŜƘ 5ŜǊ ȊŀƳŜƴŀȅƳ .ŀŘŀǊŀƪǳǎ ƪƻƘΦ 
 

ʡ˅ˑʿ˗˛ˁ ʫˁ˚ ˀʻˎʿːʻˏː ʦʻ˙ʻ˚ʻʽ˗ ˞˒: 
 

May the Lord remember all your offerings. 
 

The Priest answers:   

5ŀǘǎŜƘ ƪŜȊ 5ŜǊ ǳǎŘ ǎǊŘŜŜ ƪƻƻƳ ȅŜǾ  
ȊŀƳŜƴŀȅƴ ƪƘƻǊƘƻƻǊǘǳǎ ƪƻƘ ŜŜ ǇŀǊŜŜǎ ƴŀ 

ƎŀŘŀǊǎŜǎǘǎŜƘΦ 
 

ʫʻ˛ˁ ˞ʿˀ ʫˁ˚ ˂˗˙ ˗˚˙˅ ˞˒˜ˎ ʿ˜ 
ˀʻˎʿːʻˏː ˇ˒˚ˊ˒˜˚ʾ˗ ˞˒ ˅ ʼʻ˚˅˗ ːʻ 

ˉʻ˙ʻ˚ʿ˗˛ˁ< 
 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 
heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness. 

(Psalm 20:4) 

When  taking  aŀƘǎ the  
GIVER says: 

 

aŀƘǎ ȅŜǾ ǇŀȊƘŜŜƴ ȅŜƎƘŜŜǘǎŜŜƴ 
ƪŜȊ ŜŜ {ƻƻǊǇ .ŀŘŀǊŀƪŜǎΦ 

 

ʠʻ˗ ʿ˜ ʼʻ˄˅ː ʿˌ˅˛˅ː ˞ʿˀ ˅ 
ʩ˒˜˚ʼ ʦʻ˙ʻ˚ʻʽˁ˗< 

 

May this be to you a share and  
portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 
The RECEIVER says: 

 tŀƘƧŜŜƴ ŜŜƳ !ǎŘǾŀŘȊ 
ƘŀǾŜŜŘȅŀƴΦ 

 

ʎʻ˄˅ː ˅ˎ ʍ˗˙˒˜ʻˈ ˏʻ˜˅˙ʿʻː< 
 

My portion is God forever. 

THE KISS OF PEACE 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  

Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          


