St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI 48075
248.569.3405 (phone) | 248.569.0716 (fax)
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian, Pastor

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community:
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant B
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist .
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Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish
groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign
our Guest Book before you leave so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ
who loves you and depart with His love to serve others.

July 12, 2015

T Arvweniow Cluvely Yen 1464
FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (Vartavar)
Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian

THE LORD’S DAY - SUMMER SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP

Morning Service / Ununontwt dudbkpqniphili...9:15 am
Divine Liturgy / U Mwwnwpwgq ........................... 10:15 am

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY
Wisdom 7:25 8:4
Zechariah 14:16 21
IJohn 1:1-7
Matthew 16:13 - 17:13

LECTOR: DOLLY MATOIAN

Our Church and Parish is a place where. . .
¢ All people are welcome

Every person is a minister

The world is our collective responsibility

Disciple making is our goal, and

Worship is our duty and delight
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Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:30 am—5:00 pm
After hours in an emergency, please contact:

Pastor’s Cell: 248.225.9888
Administrator’s Cell: 760.832.1142

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound Please phone the Church Office when you
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor. If
you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be included in the
“Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like to
receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office.

Home Blessing If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home
blessing, please contact the Church Office.

Baptism Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. For
more information, phone the Church Secretary.

Marriage Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed
wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office.

Parish Membership If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish,
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.

Sunday Bulletin Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by
5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248569.0716, or
email to office@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding the Sunday.
requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.
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Posish Conil of S Jokws Avanion: Charcy 2015

Jeffrey E. Axt, Chairman Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor

Paul Andonian, Vice Chairman Peter S. Egigian, Advisor
Michael Kazarian, Treasurer John R. Kalajian, Advisor
Marianne Dardarian, Secretary Christopher Korkoian, Advisor
John Yavruian, Ass’t Treasurer Karmen A. Santourian, Advisor
Ardis Gregory, Ass’t Secretary Gary Hachigian, First Alternate

George Boyagian, Second Alternate
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Matthew 16:13 -17:13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, oth-
ers say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets,” He said to them, “But who do
you say that [ am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar Jona! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he
strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised. And Peter took him and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid,
Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any man would come after me, let him deny him-
self and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man, if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? For the
Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay eve-
ry man for what he has done. Truly, [ say to you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his brother, and
led them up a high mountain apart. And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light. And behold, there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we
are here; if you wish, [ will make three booths here, one for you and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.” He was still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces, and were filled with awe. But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one
the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” And the disciples asked him,
“Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” He replied, “Elijah does come,
and he is to restore all things; but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not
know him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will suffer at their
hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.



Fr. Arten Ashjian
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Rose Boudakian George Douroujalian Cheryl Giesa

Ruben Griffin Frank Houhanisin Agnes Hovsepian

Dn. Joseph Kalemkerian Yeretzgin Roberta Fr. Untzag Nalbandian
Walter Negosian Aida Petrosyan Alice Prudian

Mary Sarafian Anita Tootikian V.Rev. Fr.Rosco Turbuhovich
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Stan Armit Araxey Barsamian
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Morning Prayer — 9:15 am
Divine Liturgy — 10:15 am

——coglses—
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Saturday, July 18th, 5 pm — 10pm

Armenia Fest — Royal Oak Farmer’s Market

ol —
Phnisle Qmﬂizhg Phaiion

We are seeking to fill the Church Secretary position with a talented individual. Qualified candi-
dates will possess strong secretarial, general office, communication and desktop publishing skills.
The position requires fluency in Armenian as well as English. Fluency in Russian is a plus. Sub-

mit resumes and inquiries to: hr@sjachurch.org

—colaes—

Bibly Qlidy Wabuwdag, July 22, 2015

12:00 — 2:00 pm

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248.538.9993


mailto:hr@sjachurch.org

On occasion of their 40th wedding anniversary today, July 12th,
Dr. Edward and Anna Sarkisian present a gift to the church.

ol
Visitr e Ponrisly Bookstorn

NEW: Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back—$20.00
Armenian Alphabet Wooden Puzzle—$35.00
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items: jewelry,
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.
Operation Nemesis by Eric Bogosian — $28.00 HC
Great Fire, One American’s Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th
Century'’s First Genocide—$28.00 HC

New Items From Armenia
Variety of “FORGET-ME-NOT” pins, charms, stickers and silver jewelry.
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On Monday, July 13, we will begin accepting gently used, clean items for the Festival weekend. Do-
nate household items, small electronics, children’s toys, games, puzzles, accessories, belts, purses,
scarves, jewelry,books, CDs, DVDs, artwork, collectibles, picture frames, dishes, glassware, vases, etc.

NO CLOTHING OR SHOES.

Please drop off your donations at the Maintenance Office.

Make sure they are properly wrapped, especially fragile items.

Receipts available in the Church Office.

Netico

We kindly request that all parishioners please park their vehicles only in the designated
marked spots in our parking lot. The Southfield Police Department does monitor the
Church complex for parking violations and will ticket any vehicle illegally parked along the
curb, in front of fire hydrants, or in spots marked “no parking”. Please help us keep the
parking lot accessible for ambulances and fire trucks in case of an emergency at our
Church. Thank you for your cooperation.
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The Transfiguration of Jesus Christ is one of the five Tabernacle Feasts, Daghavarner, of the
Armenian Church. This event in Christian history occurred on a high mountain where Jesus had
gone to pray with three of his disciples — Peter, James, and John. As he was praying, suddenly,
as the Gospel of St. Matthew describes [17:1-8], his appearance changed. His clothing turned
pure, illuminating white, and in a cloud that surrounded him there appeared two figures from
the Old Testament — Moses and Elijah. Through this revelation to the three chose men our
Lord took with him, God the Father revealed in His Son, who Jesus Christ really was. He was
God in the flesh who had come to earth to fulfill all that was written in the law of God given to
Moses and proclaimed to believers by Elijah the great Prophet.

Also, the feast is known as Vartavar, which was a pagan feast to the goddess of love and
beauty named Asdghig. It was replaced by the Transfiguration by command of St. Gregory
the Illuminator when Armenia became a Christian nation. This was done to discourage people
from continuing to keep this pagan belief. Vartavar, this old pre-Christian feast, was cele-
brated by decorating the statue of the goddess Asdghig with roses and flowers. The flowers
at one point were set on fire thus giving the name Vart (Rose) a var (from the Armenian
word varel that means to burn). At the same time the practice of sprinkling each other with
water took place. This symbolized two important water related events, The Great Flood and
Baptism. Water washes and gives new life as it did when the Great Flood occurred and when
we became children of God through Baptism. During the Sunday worship, Rose scented water is
sprinkled upon the faithful to renew our faith and commitment to Christ through our own
Baptism.

There are two theological terms for the word Transfiguration in Armenian: Baidzaragerbootiun
(meaning ‘appearing brightly’) and Aylagerbootiun (meaning ‘assuming another form’). Both
mean to be changed in appearance, to be exalted, and to show God’s radiant glory. This event
on Mount Tabor also has a meaning for each of us as well. It reveals to us God’s Divine Power
alive in Christ God, and how that power can be alive in our own lives. His power is with us, in
us, and can help us. Also as The Transfiguration changed Jesus’ appearance showing through
Him the presence of God the Father and that He is the image of the Invisible God, we too have
the image of God in us. And it can be particularly seen when we live the life we have been called
to through Baptism, when the Holy Spirit changed us from a child of world to a Child of our
Heavenly Father.

To verify this all, as Jesus’ appearance in front of the holy disciples was changed, they heard
God the Father speak from the cloud of light that]esus was standing in. They heard the following: “This
is my Son, whom I love; with him [ am well pleased. Listen to him!”

We become transfigured, transformed, made bright and show God’s Glory when we listen to
Jesus and what He tells us to do.
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His Eminence Archbishop Avak Asadourian, Primate of the Armenian Church in Iraq, will jour-
ney from Baghdad to the United States in the month of August. Srpazan Hayr will celebrate the
Divine Liturgy on Sunday August 9, 2015 here at St. John’s. Following the Badarak, His Emi-
nence will be honored at a special reception and tea in the Cultural Hall. He will also present a
short program on the status of the Armenian Christian community, in Baghdad, Mosul, Tacit
and other cities where there are faithful brothers and sisters who have been suffering the prob-
lems of persecution by ISIS, and in the crossfire of the Shiites and Sunni Muslims. The commu-
nity has suffered much loss over these past few years particularly and Srpazan will give an as-
sessment of the present and future of the Armenian Christians in Iraq. Please place this im-
portant date on your calendars and plan to attend.
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Apxuenuckon Illocerurt CenT-/I>KkOHC B aBrycre

Paibl coob1mTh, uTo Ero [IpeocssiiieHCTBO apxyenycKon ABaK AcalypsiH, apXermucKon ApMSHCKON LIEPKBU B
Hpake, nprbbiBaetT u3 baraana B CIIA B aBrycre atoro roaa. OH 6yzieT npoBoAuTh CBATYI0 BoxkecTBeHHYI0
JIMTYPruio B BockpeceHbe 9 aBrycra 2015 B Haiel 1epksu. [locsie ci1y»x6b1 B €ro 4ecTb GyieT OpraH30BOHHO
YaenuTue B 3aie. OH TakoKe PACCKKeET O NMOJIOKEHUM apMSTHCKOM XpUCTHAHCKOM 0611MHEI B Bariane, Mocyuie,
TuxpuTte U Apyrux ropojiaX, rjie Halllkd GpaThs M CECTPbl CTPAJAIOT OT HpecsiefoBanus ISIS-a u Tarcke
OT LIMUTCKUX M CYHHUTCKUX MyCy/IbMaH. ApMsIHCKas OOLIMHA TOHer/1a GoJblMe TOTepU 3a MOoCIeqHUe
HECKOJIbKO JieT, U Ero [IpeocBAIIeHCTBO JACT OLEHKY HACTOSLIEMY U OyAylleMy apMsH-XpHUCTHaH B Mpake.
[lorkasyiicTa, cieslaiiTe OTMETKY 3TOr0 BaYKHOT'O COOBITHS U IUIAHUPYWUTE IIOCETUT.
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When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end
of the Divine Liturgy you say:

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh.

When taking Mahs the
GIVER says:

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetseen

kez ee Soorp Badarakes.
8hotugk: Skp quuukiiugi Mumnwpwuqu pn:

Uwu b1 pmdht tnhghti ptq h
May the Lord remember all your offerings. Unipp MTuwunwpugqtu:
The Priest answers: May this be to youa shareand
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev portion of the Holy Sacrifice.
zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na
gadarestseh. The .RECEIVER says:
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz
Swgk pkq Skp punn upnh pmd G qudktugh haveedyan.
Junphnipnu pn h puphu tw juunupkugt: Pudht hd Uuwnniwé
juthnbwb:

May the Lord grant you according to your own
heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness.
(Psalm 20:4)

My portion is God forever.

T Kits ofy Pacw
The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav.

The RECEIVER says: Blessed is the revelation of Christ.
Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.

£phuwnnu h Uk Ukp juyunikgu: / Ophubtwy k juyunniniphiutt Lphuninuh:

“Tho Pk of Dl Pl 34

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.
Onhutghg ngSkp judktiugt dwd, judkugt dwd,
ophumphit tinpw h ppwt hu:
[ will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth.



