St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
22001 Northwestern Highway l Southfield, MI 48075
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Ms. Margaret Lafian - Organist

Sunday Bulletin
OUR CHURCH AND PARISH IS A PLACE WHERE . . .
All people are welcome . . . Every member is a minister . . .
The world is our collective responsibility . . .
Disciple-making is our goal . . . And worship is our duty and delight.

MARCH 24, 2013—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1463
PALM SUNDAY —ԾԱՂԿԱԶԱՐԴ
GUEST CELEBRANT: V. REV. FR. DANIEL FINDIKYAN
Director, Zohrab Institute
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern)
THE LORD’S DAY AND SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն…………….....9:00 am
Church School /Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարան.............................10:15 am
SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY TODAY
THIS WEEK: Song 1:1-2:3, Zec 9:9-15, Phil 4:4-7, Mt 20:29-21:17
NEXT WEEK: Acts 1:15-26, Mark 16:2-8
Lector: Dr. Badrig Jooharigian

Welcome!
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy / Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like
information about our many parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member
on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you leave
so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and
depart with His love to serve others.

TODAY’S GOSPEL: Matthew 20:29-21:17

And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. And behold, two
blind men sitting by the roadside, when they heard that Jesus was passing by,
cried out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” The crowd rebuked them, telling
them to be silent; but they cried out the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of
David!” and Jesus stopped and called them, saying,
“What do you want me to do for you?” They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be
opened.” And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they received
their sight and followed him.
And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the
village opposite you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, and a colt with
her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, `The Lord has need of them,' and he will send them immediately.”
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Tell the
daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on
an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass.” The disciples went and did as Jesus
had directed them; they brought the ass and the colt, and put their garments
on them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their garments on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
And the crowds that went before him and that followed him shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, all the city
was stirred, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.”
And Jesus entered the temple of God and drove out all who sold and
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money‑changers
and the seats of those who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, `My
house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you make it a den of robbers.”
And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed
them. But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that
he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant; and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are
saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, `Out of the
mouths of babes and sucklings you have brought perfect praise'?” And leaving
them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.

GIFT OF PALM CROSSES

The Pastor and Parish Council thank Mr. Steve Evarian for his generous
donation of palm crosses for the altar, our congregation, and all our
Church School students.

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD

We offer prayers for the servant of God

HAYRIK KASPAR
who entered his eternal rest this past week.
May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon his soul.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED

William Carlin
Dr. Haig Tashjian
Steve Daniels

Gayaneh Kachadourian
Rev. Fr. Garen Gdanian
Sue Tafralian

Cindy Rauch
Cheryl Giesa
Simon Tashjian

TODAY . . . ARMENIAN YOUTH DAY CELEBRATION!
THE ACYOA AND CHURCH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL
DIVISION WILL HOST A LUNCHEON TO BENEFIT
C.A.S.P. ORPHANS IN ARMENIA
DONATION: $10.00 ADULTS
$5.00 CHILDREN 12 YRS AND UNDER
SENIOR LUNCH ON MARCH 26TH IS CANCELLED
DUE TO HOLY WEEK
SENIOR LUNCH WILL RESUME ON APRIL 2ND

Sunday, April 7th, The Men’s Society will host its monthly
Pancake Breakfast. Funds raised by Free Will Offerings will go
to support the Men’s Society and Komitas Choir’s audio/visual
project for the Sanctuary. Come and join us and give generously.
The members of the Men’s Society thank you for your continued
support of these functions.

TRNPATSEK / OPENING OF THE DOORS

Today, we remember our Lord’s glorious entry into the Holy City of
Jerusalem. In observance of this feast day, the Armenian Church conducts a special ceremony—TRNPATSEK. It is normally held at sundown at Vespers. Most U.S. parishes conduct this service at noon because people do not attend Evening Prayer. At St. John, TRNPATSEK
will take place at 9:30 am in the lobby at the doors to the temple –
DAJAR—just prior to the Palm Sunday Badarak. The ceremony is symbolic of Jesus’ Second Coming / Advent and the Last Judgement. The
priest kneels before the closed doors to God’s House, knocking, requesting entry into His Kingdom. All present hear the knock and sing,
“OPEN TO US, LORD.” A voice from behind the doors continues the
conversation until the doors are opened wide an all enter with joy,
feeling the Triumph that Jesus brings us—Life Eternal.

GETTING READY FOR EASTER SUNDAY DINNER

Traditionally the beauty and main food item for the Easter dinner are red
colored eggs. The color is significant and the so is the egg. The egg is a microcosm of the world, Saint Gregory of Datev comments. He allegorizes the
shell to be akin to the light of the sky, the membrane to the air, the white to
signify water and the yolk is the earth, all important to sustain life. Also, the
egg is a symbol of the tomb of Jesus from which He Rose to Life again.
Dyeing eggs red is the Armenian and Orthodox custom, unlike pastel
shades or other colors of the rainbow. Why red? It tells us that Christ shed
His red Blood for the salvation of the world and as we take the red colored
egg in our hands we declare that our salvation is in Christ who rose from the
tomb to heaven where we will follow him.
There is a fun tradition often referred to as “Tak-A-Took” or the egg
fight, where one tries to crack the egg of another. It is fun for both adults
and children alike. Of course, we should remember why we are cracking
each other’s eggs on Easter, and we should declare the Easter Greeting with
each attempt.
The person who hits the egg of another person who is holding an
egg says: Christ is Risen—Krisdos Haryav ee Merelots. The person holding
an egg answers: Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ—Orhnial eh Harootiunn Krisdosee.

On March 14, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicos of All Armenians congratulated His Holiness
Francis, Pope, Bishop of Rome and leader of the Catholic
Church on his election. Below is the text of the Catholicos’
message:
“Dear Brother in Christ,
On the joyous occasion of Your election as successor to the Holy See of
St. Peter, we convey to Your Holiness greetings of fraternal love and
congratulations. We pray that the Lord will grant to your Holiness a
most fruitful pontificate blessed with many ever-lasting accomplishments for the glory of God and the splendor of the Church of Christ.
We fondly remember our meetings and prayers together with Your Holiness in Argentina, during which we came to know you as a good shepherd, and a courageous, wise, and just Church Leader. We are happy
to avow Your sincere love and affection shown towards the Armenian
people.
It is also spiritually comforting that the historical relationship between
our Churches has been distinguished with fraternal warmth. We greatly
value the significant progress that our Churches have made, a result of
the collaborative efforts undertaken during the pontificates of ourselves and our predecessors. This has been manifested through mutual
visits and elaborated through many educational and charitable programs.
It is our prayer that our cooperative efforts will continue to grow into
the future and that the relations between our two sister Churches will
blossom with new achievements for the sake of meeting the challenges
facing humanity, and in promoting and fortifying the dialogue and solidarity between nations and religions.”

THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP
ԱՒԱԳ ՇԱԲԹ Ո ՒԱՅ ԺԱՄԱՆ ԱԿ ԱՑՈ ՅՑ
TUESDAY, MARCH 26 - Great & Holy Tuesday – Աւագ Երեքշաբթի
Remembering the Wise and Foolish Virgins – Յիշատակ Տասն Կուսանացն
Vespers / Երեկոյեան Ժամերգութիւն 7:30 pm
Refreshments will be served in the Main Lobby after the service.
THURSDAY, MARCH 28 - Great and Holy Thursday – Աւագ Հինգշաբթի

Divine Liturgy commemorating the Last Supper 10:00 am
Washing of the Feet / Ոտնլուայ / Vodnluva 7:30 pm
Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord / Խաւարում / Khavaroom 8:30 pm
FRIDAY, MARCH 29 - Great and Holy Friday – Աւագ Ուրբաթ

Order of the Crucifixion of Christ –կարգ Խաչելութեան Քրիստոսի 11:30 am
The Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ–Կարգ Թաղման Քրիստոսի 7:30 pm
SATURDAY, MARCH 30 - Great and Holy Saturday - Աւագ Շաբաթ

Divine Liturgy & Family Service, Holy Communion & Easter Eve Supper
Reading of Scriptures / Ընթերցումներ 4:00 pm
Divine Liturgy / Ս. Պատարագ 5:00 pm
A complimentary Easter supper will be served to all children
by the Church School.
Adults - $18.00 RSVP (Tables Only) - Alberta Godoshian - 248.476.4638.
Տoնական ընթրիք պիտի սպասարկուի Կիրակնoրեայ Դպրոցի կողմէ:
Մուտքի Նուէր $18.00 -Աշակերտներու՝ ձրի
SUNDAY, MARCH 31 - EASTER SUNDAY
THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD & SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST

ՍՈՒՐԲ ԵՒ ՀՐԱՇԱՓԱՌ ՅԱՐՈՒԹԻՒՆ ՏԻՐՈՋ ՅԻՍՈՒՍԻ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՏԻ
Morning Service / Առաւoտեան Ժամերգութիւն 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy / Ս. Պատարագ 9:45 am

The Blessing of the Four Corners of the Earth – Antasdan – will take place in the
sanctuary immediately after the Divine Liturgy. Then all are invited to Easter
Tea prepared by the Women’s Guild.
Ս. Պատարագէն յետոյ՝ Անդաստանի արարողութիւնը պիտի կատարուի
որմէ ետք.: Տիկնանց Միութիւնը պիտի սպասարկէ
Զատկուայ Թէյասեղան մը:

Holocaust Remembrance Day / Yom Hashoah (in Hebrew)
Father Garabed will join Archbishop Allen Vigneron and other clergy to take part in a community-wide interfaith observance and special musical liturgy, the first of its kind, dedicated to Yom Hashoah
on Sunday, April 7th, 4:00 pm at Orchestra Hall. The performance
will include the cantata "I Believe - A Shoah Requiem" written by
Daniel Gross, Cantor of Adat Shalom Synagogue in West Bloomfield, as well as poetry of Holocaust survivors. It is the anniversary
of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. The Day begins the evening of April
7th and ends the evening of April 8th. The remembrance occurs in
the month of April every year. Reserved seating for the general public is sold out. Call 248-851-5100 to be wait-listed.

Read more online: http://www.wxyz.com/dpp/news/eventshighlighting-holocaust-remembrance-day#ixzz2NwnPj9xd

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Wednesday, April 10, 2013, 7:00 pm
Holocaust Memorial Center
28123 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills
“Two Survivors’ Perspectives: The Armenian Genocide and
the Holocaust Through the Experiences of Survivors
Who Outwitted Their Killers”
Professor Robert Melson, Professor Emeritus at Purdue
University, will address the history of the Armenian Genocide
and the Holocaust through the eyes of two survivors.
Free admission—Reception will follow
Sponsored by Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus
Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at Wayne State University
Voice/Vision Holocaust Survivor Oral History Archive
The Armenian Research Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn

The Detroit United Committee presents the
98th Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide
Special Keynote Speaker
Dr. Susan Karamanian, International Law Expert
Saturday, April 20, 2013, 7:00 pm
AGBU Alex & Marie Manoogian School
Emcee: Judge Lisa Asadoorian
Dr. Susan Karamanian, a leading expert on international law,
serves as Associate Dean for International and Comparative Legal
Studies at George Washington University’s Law School. Dr. Karamanian will explore the possibilities for Armenians to pursue justice through the U.N. International Courts for Human Rights and
the International and Criminal Court, both located at the Hague.
The program will include a presentation by the Alex & Marie Manoogian AGBU High School students.
Everybody is cordially invited - Reception to follow
Sponsored by
ADL Detroit Chapter, AGBU, Armenian Congregational Church,
Armenian Research Center at U of M Dearborn,
CSAI, Detroit Armenian Women’s Club,
Knights of Vartan, Daughters of Vartan, Tekeyan Cultural Association

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17TH, NOON-2:00 PM
IN THE NURSERY ROOM
BRING YOUR LUNCH AND YOUR BIBLE
ALL ARE WELCOME!

APRIL 24: A DUAL REMEMBRANCE AT ST. JOHN’S
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2013, 7:00 PM
St. John Armenian Church will commemorate the 98th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide on Wednesday, April 24th at 7:00 pm. A solemn Requiem Service will be offered in memory of the one and one half million Armenian souls who perished at the hands of the Ottoman Turkish Empire during 1915 and thereafter. We will also honor the survivors of the Genocide
residing in the metro Detroit area. Following the requiem service, clergy,
deacons, choristers and congregation will proceed outdoors for the madagh blessing and wreath-laying ceremony.
A much-awaited event that will take place this evening is the dedication of
the new monument (artist’s rendering pictured at right) on our grounds adjacent to the Martyrs Monument. This new monument
will remember the countless innocent Armenians
who perished in the forgotten Armenian Genocide –
Pogroms in Azerbaijan that began 25 years ago in
February 1988 in Kirovabad, and continued in Sumgait and Baku until 1990. After two years of fundraising and planning, the community of St. John Armenian Church proudly erects this monument so that Armenians and non-Armenians alike will come to know
about this modern-day Genocide, with its proper
recognition and place in history.
After the dedication service, the traditional madagh dinner in memory of
our blessed martyrs will be served in the Cultural Hall. All are welcome to
share in this complimentary memorial meal.
Noted author Chris Bohjalian (pictured at left) will
speak at 8:00 pm. The grandson of Armenian survivors, Bohjalian will share his thoughts on this solemn
occasion with reflections on The Sandcastle Girls,
which was published in July 2012 to great acclaim. It
is a love story set in the midst of the Armenian Genocide. It debuted at #7 on the New York Times bestseller list. USA Today called it “stirring ... a deeply
moving story of survival and enduring love.”
At 6:00 pm, prior to the Requiem Service, Mr. Bohjalian will be available to
sign copies of his book, which may be purchased at that time.

Michigan Opera Theatre Concert
Sunday, April 14, 3:00 pm in the Cultural Hall

Join us for an afternoon of operatic favorites with commentary from
MOT General Director David DiChiera. The program will
feature artists from the company's spring season performing highlights
from its productions of "Fidelio" and "Aida."
Tickets: St. John’s Church Office (248) 569-3405
$25 adults
$10 students and children under 18
All tickets are general admission.
Please make check payable to: Komitas Choir of St. John
MEN’S SOCIETY TO HONOR MOTHERS

Save the date - The Men’s Society is hosting a Mother’s Day Celebration
on Sunday, May 12, 2013. It will be a sit-down dinner and a chance for
all of your family to come to Church services and then join us for a celebration. The cost of this event is $25/adult, $10/6 to 12 years old and
free for 5 and under. Reservations are required by May 5, 2013: Judy
Cristiano 313-291-3194 or dcristiano3@gmail.com.
AT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE

Historical Atlas of Armenia, Edited by Vartan Matiossian-with CD, SC-$40.00
Armenian geography, history, culture in Armenian and English—
an excellent reference book for all ages
The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian-HC-$23.00
Nowhere: a Story of Exile by Anna Astvatsaturian Turcotte - SC - $20.00
Diary entries of an Armenian girl documenting the organized terror in Baku,
her life as a refugee, and her struggle to find herself
The Sumgait Tragedy: Pogroms against Armenians in Soviet
Azerbaijan, Volume I—Eyewitness Accounts
Edited by Samuel Shahmuratian, Forward by Yelena Bonner-HC - $50.00
The long awaited sequel to A Summer Without Dawn
The Young Man in the Gray Suit by Agop Hacikyan—SC - $20.00

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS

Palm Sunday Bake Sale Today!

Be sure to stop and
pick up delicious baked goods at our Annual Palm Sunday
Bake Sale. Marilyn Sarkesian and Almas Dererian, Bake Sale
Chairmen, promise there will be a wide variety of items perfect for the holiday.

Easter Tea—Hostesses Lisa Boyadjian and Nyree Giragosian invite everyone to the annual Easter Tea after service next Sunday.

Moms and Manoogs

meet for social interaction and fun activities. Our
meeting days are flexible and we’d love to have you and your Manoogs join
our group. For more information contact Kristen Gustafson at
kristeng@outlook.com or 248-765-0471.

Knitting Club

– Join us on Thursday, April 18th from 10:00-12:00 Noon.
Please contact Linda Assarian at 248-332-0816 if you are interested in participating.

A Royal Luncheon and Fashion Show
Saturday, May 18, Noon
Experience a little bit of Britain at

A Royal Luncheon and Fashion Show
featuring fashions from the Somerset Collection of Troy. Raffle prizes
and more! For reservations please contact Joyce Obenhoff at
586-754-2984 or shortafoot@comcast.net.

The Women's Guild invites you to become a member.
For information please call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926.
Women’s Guild Best-Selling Cookbook
Armenian Cuisine –
Preserving our Heritage
is available in our Church Bookstore. This beautifully photographed hard
cover cookbook includes all festival recipes, as well as hundreds of kitchen-tested Armenian favorites from our community.
$25.00

ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK
When approaching the Holy Gospel at
the end of the Divine Liturgy you say:
Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym
Badarakus koh.
Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն
Պատարագս քո:

May the Lord remember all your
offerings.
The Priest answers:
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev
zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na
gadarsestseh.
Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ
զամենայն խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա
կատարեսցէ:
May the Lord grant you according to your
own heart, and fulfill all your
counsel in goodness. (Psalm 20:4)

When taking Mahs the
GIVER says:
Mahs yev pazheen yegheetseen kez ee Soorp Badarakes.
Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցին քեզ ի
Սուրբ Պատարագէս:

May this be to you a share and
portion of the Holy Sacrifice.
The RECEIVER says
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz
haveedyan.
Բաժին իմ Աստուած
յաւիտեան:

My portion is God forever.

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,
oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:
I will bless the Lord at all times.
His praise shall be at all times in my mouth.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
A f t er h o u r s i n a n em e r g e n c y, p l e a s e c o n t a c t :
P a s t o r ’ s C el l : 2 4 8 . 2 2 5 . 9 8 8 8
P a r i s h C o u n c i l Ch a i r m a n ’ s C el l : 2 4 8 . 6 8 8 . 1 2 1 4
A d mi n i s t r a t o r ’ s C e l l : 2 4 8 . 8 8 0 . 8 3 9 1

