
 

 
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 

22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 
248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 
 

The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Isaiah 65:8-25, Philippians 3:1-4:9, Luke 17:20-18:14 
Lector:  YERCHANIG CALLAN 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chris-
mated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask 
any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact card before 
you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with 
His love to serve others. 

 2017 

 
SUNDAY OF THE JUDGE 

Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

The Sunrise Office Ⱦ ʈ˕ʺ˗ʶʸʶˁ……………………………9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy Ⱦ ʤ.ʡʶ˔ʶ˕ʶʸ ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȢ9:45 am                       

Giragn0rya 3  :yr;ig 

Community Challenge  
 

A concerned parishioner is pledging to make a generous donation to the Save The Tomb Project for each 
person who is at church next Sunday, April 2nd, at 9:00am for the Sunrise Office.  This challenge is loving-
ly done to encourage the faithful to not only be at church on time, but to also encourage participation in 
the beauty of the Sunrise Service for the last time until next year. 



 

 Today’s Gospel  

Luke 17:20-18:14 
 

 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them, 
“The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, `Lo, here it is!' or 
`There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 
 And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.  And they will say to you, `Lo, there!' or `Lo, 
here!'  Do not go, do not follow them.  For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one 
side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.  But first he must suffer many things and 
be rejected by this generation.  As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man.  They ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day when No-
ah entered the arch, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  Likewise as it was in the days 
of Lot they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on the day 
when Lot went out from Sodom fire and sulphur rained from heaven and destroyed them all so 
will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day, let him who is on the house-
top, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away; and likewise let him who is 
in the field not turn back.  Remember Lot's wife.  Whoever seeks to gain his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life will preserve it.  I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed; one 
will be taken and the other left.  There will be two women grinding together; one will be taken 
and the other left.”  And they said to him, “Where, Lord?”  He said to them, “Where the body is, 
there the eagles will be gathered together.” 
 And he told them a parable, to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 
heart.  He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor regarded man:  
and there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, `Vindicate me against my 
adversary.'  For a while he refused; but afterward he said to himself, `Though I neither fear God 
nor regard man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will vindicate her, or she will wear me out 
by her continual coming.'”  And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  And will 
not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and night?  Will he delay long over them?  I tell 
you, he will vindicate them speedily.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth? 
 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 
despised others:  “Two men went up into the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I 
give tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  



 

 

 Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

James Shahbazian                               Araxey Barsamian                       Charles Sansone 
Elina Cobb   George Douroujalian                       Ruben Griffin  
Robert Missirlian                     

Genocide T
-Me

On Lenten Sunday’s, the plate collection will take place after the song Lord Have Mercy 
(Der Voghormia) while the choir sings Guardian of All (Bahaban Amenaynee).  

Sermon Topics for the Sundays of Lent 
 

March 26, 2017— Traditions and Practices related to Funerals 
April 2, 2017— To be announced (Hayr Soorp is open to suggestions)  

Flowers for Holy Week 
 

If you would like to make a donation to help with the cost of altar flowers, palms, candles, 
incense or charcoal for the Holy Altar during Holy Week and Easter Sunday, please contact 

the church office 248-569-3405 by Monday, April 3 . Donors will be acknowledged in 
the Easter Bulletin.  

Sunday School Collection 
 

This year, Church School Lenten offering is to assist the refugees from Syria who are 
settling in Armenia.  Today, students will be passing a plate in church for their  

participation in this project. 

SAVE THE TOMB 
A Privilege for Every Christian - Participate in This Historic Renovation  

 
Diocesan Primate Abp. Khajag Barsamian has recently launched a Diocesan Fundraising Initi-
ative for the Restoration of Christ’s Tomb at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusa-
lem. The Armenian Church, through our great Patriarchate of Jerusalem, has been blessed 
and honored to share joint custodial oversight of the Holy Sepulchre from medieval times 
down to the present day, and is deeply involved in its restoration. As a major jurisdiction of 
the worldwide Armenian Church, the Eastern Diocese aims to raise $300,000 to contribute 
to this effort.  ±ƛǎƛǘ WWW.SAVETHETOMB.ORG ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜũƻǊǘΣ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

http://WWW.SAVETHETOMB.ORG


 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
VARUJAN OHANIAN, 40th Day, Husband, Father, Grandfather, Great-Uncle 
 Requested by Adrine Ohanian 
 Ara & Lora Kazanjian 
 Stephanie Kazanjian 
 Christina and Michael Holody 
 Sirarpie Ohanian 
 Leonard & Verjek Ohanian 
 Neshan & Deborah Ohanian 
 Richie, Alex, Elizabeth, Katherine & Marty Apkarian 
 Rick & Paulette Apkarian 
 
SONA YAVRUIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Aunt, Sister-in-Law 
SOORAN YAVRUIAN, 8th Year, Father, Grandfather, Uncle, Brother-in-Law 
 Requested by Yavruian Families 
 Theodore Yessayan Family 
 Chris Vartanian 
 
ANNE DERDERIAN, 1st Year, Dear Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
 Requested by Nick Derderian 
 Ronald & Patricia Derderian 
 Denise Chiroyan 
 Brigitte Chiroyan 
 Daniel, Jennifer & Gassia Scappaticci 
 Tom, Kristin, Elizabeth & Anna Marten 
 Ryan, Carrie, Katie & Sophia Derderian 
 
VALRICH ANDONIAN, 2nd Year, Father, Uncle, Friend 
 Requested by Paul, Kristine, Matthew, Mark, Carolyn & Kathleen Andonian 
 Sara Andonian 
 Stuart & Sema Shepard 
 Sidney Tarpinian 
 Tom Fadel 
 Rose Karageusian 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  Contšd 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
MICHELLE K. DANIELIAN, 7th Year, Daughter, Sister, Granddaughter, Friend 
 Requested by Michael & Rozann Vartoogian 
 Christopher M. Danielian 
 Rose Ghoogasian 
 Mike & Linda Tiffany 
 
ALICE ZEVZAVADJIAN, 9th Year, Mother, Grandmother 
 Requested by Anita & Greg Boyajian 
 Raffi & Danielle Boyajian 
 Marissa Boyajian 
 Gregory Boyajian 
 
JEANNE TASHJIAN, 9th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister,  

Sister-in-law, Aunt, Niece 

EDWARD TASHJIAN, 28th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather, Brother-in-law, 

Uncle, Nephew 

ARDASH MOORADIAN, 34th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather, Brother-in-law 

MARIAM MOORADIAN, 19th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother,  

Sister-in-law 

ROUPEN & PERLANTE TASHJIAN, Father-in-law, Mother-in-law, Grandparents,  

Great-Grandparents, Great-Great-Grandparents 

 Requested by Tina Schoeny & Family 

 Bruce Tashjian & Family 

 Wayne & Deborah Tashjian 

 Jesse & Susie Siebert & Family 

 Helen Mooradian 

 

 

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Dr. Ara Yarjanian,  
who entered his eternal rest last week.  His funeral took place at  

St. John Armenian Church on March 20, 2017. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon his soul. 

 
 



 

 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
 

Invites you to 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ 
±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 

Monday evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
on the dates listed below:   

 
April 3, 17 
May 8, 22 

June 26 
 
 

  
St. John Armenian Church of 

Greater Detroit  
 

Invites you to 
 

Catechism 
 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ 
±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 

Thursday Evenings  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

on the dates listed below:   
 

April 6 
May 18 
June 29 

 
All parishioners and friends are invited to attend these informative sessions. 

Admission is Free  



 

 



 

 
Every Wednesday, following the Lenten Fish dinner, there will be Lenten prayer 

 service in the Sanctuary offered by a special guest 
 

March 29 – TBD 
April 5 – Dn. Rubik will explain about Holy Week 

 

Translation for “Guardian of All” 
Christ, Guardian of all creatures, let your right hand be a shadow over me day and night, tarrying at 
home and traveling, sleeping and rising, that I may never fail. Have mercy upon your creatures, and 
upon me, great sinner that I am. 

 

New Hymns During Lent 
 

The Komitas choir will offer the following new hymns during Lenten Sundays 
 
Soorp Asdvadz (By Khoren Mekanejian) Holy God 
Krisdos Ee Mech  (Amy Apcar) Christ in Our Midst 
Amen Yev Unt Hokvooyt Koom  (Khoren Mekanejian) Amen and With Your Spirit 
Hayr Mer (Komitas) The Lord’s Prayer 
Hayr Soorp (Ara Bartevian) Holy God 
Der Voghormia (Khoren Mekanejian) Lord Have Mercy 
Bahaban Amenaynee (Alan Hovaness) Guardian of All  

 
ACOLYTE TRAINING  

[ŜŘ ōȅ ±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 
For Boys Ages 10-16 Years Old 

Saturdays 10am-12pm 
April 8, 22 
May 13, 27 

Please call the Church office to enroll 

 

102nd Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide 
 

The Armenian Churches of Greater Detroit Genocide Commemoration Committee will host the 

102nd anniversary commemoration of the Armenian Genocide on April 24th at St. Sarkis Armenian 

Church. The Divine Liturgy and Service in Honor of the Sanctified Martyrs of the Genocide will begin 

at 7:00 p.m.  The Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, Pastor of St. John Armenian Church, will celebrate the 

Holy Badarak.  A reception will follow in St. Sarkis Lillian Arakelian Hall.  



 

  
 

Movie “The Promise” 
The Armenian Churches of Greater Detroit Genocide Commemoration Committee encour-
ages our community and its supporters to view the upcoming film, "The Promise."  This his-
torical drama, set in Constantinople on the verge of World War I and at the time of the Ar-
menian Genocide, centers on a love triangle between an artist from France, an American 
journalist played by actor Christian Bale, and an Armenian medical student who is engaged 
to a woman from his home village. Dates, times, and theater locations will be made public 
as soon as they are available. 

Day by Day Bible Study  
 

 Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
12:00 pm — 2:00 pm  

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248-538-9993  

Women’s Guild  
 

On Tuesday, March 28, from 9 a.m. until noon, the Women’s Guild will be preparing  
Katah with Terry Palaian for our Palm Sunday Bake Sale.   
Thank you and bravo to last Tuesday’s Soo Boreg Crew. 

 

We welcome all interested Guild members and friends of the St John Guild, to come and 
join with us for fellowship and a chance to help make our Palm Sunday Bake Sale a much 

anticipated community event! All hands are good hands. 

 

Visit  the Parish Bookstore 
  

Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  
New: “Armenia, Australia and the Great War” by Vicken Babkenian and  

Peter Stanley — SC $35.00 
New: “Armenians and Turks: From War to Cold War to Diplomacy”  

by Tatul Hakobyan — SC $30.00 
New: “Avak Shapat– A Guide to the Holy Week Services of the Armenian Church” by  

Fr. Daniel Findikyan—SC $15.00 
New: “Forty Days of Lent—Cookbook” by Alice Antreassian—$15.00 
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The Sundays of Lent    (This article was taken from the Diocesan website) 

 The period of Great Lent in the Armenian Church begins with the Monday following the Eve of Great Lent, 
and continues to the Saturday preceding Holy Week. Each Sunday during this period is named after a parable em-
bodying some spiritual truth, and the Scriptural readings for each Sunday underscore the day's lesson. 
 The first Sunday of Lent is called Poon Paregentan or The Sunday of Good Living. It is the day before the 
40-day period of abstinence and fasting begins. On the Eve of Lent, a black curtain closes off the altars of Armenian 
churches: the first visual appearance of Lent in the church. This the last opportunity for the faithful to eat and drink 
abundantly, which symbolizes the spirit of innocent joyfulness during man's days in Eden. Paregentan festivities on 
this day, with food, dancing and drinking, are common among Armenians. 
 The second Sunday of Lent is named The Sunday of the Expulsion—a reference to the exile of Adam and 
Eve from Paradise. This day reminds us of the loss of man's happiness due to his disobedience. During this day's 
service the hymn of St. Nersess the Graceful, Vor Zorenes Serpoutian, describes man's Fall: how Adam and Eve ex-
perienced the bitterness of sin and death, how they first felt "fear" in their hearts, and "hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees in the garden." Thereafter, the re-establishment of the friendship be-
tween God and man had to await God's entry into our lives. Through this act of grace, man is able to search his 
heart, perceive his condition as an exile of "Paradise lost," and see that God has given human beings the opportuni-
ty to regain their former status. 
 The third Sunday of Lent is known as The Sunday of the Prodigal Son. The parable told by Jesus (Luke 
15:11-32) is a familiar example of a child rebelling against its parent; but in Jesus' telling, the parent is accepting 
and under-standing, regardless of the child's previous actions or mistakes. The two key words in this parable are 
"lost" and "found," and in a way, the entire Lenten period might be thought of as a search for our own lost selves. 
The prodigal son stands as a symbol for lost and demoralized humanity; the father figure helps us grasp the depth 
of God's love for mankind. 
 The fourth Sunday of Lent, The Sunday of the Steward, involves another parable told by Jesus (Luke 16:1-
13); its great lesson is the power of salvation. We learn that we are responsible to God for all of our works and 
deeds-and responsible, too, to utilize the gifts He has given us. We should all be prepared, for one day we will be 
called to give an accounting of ourselves to God. 
 Lent's fifth Sunday is known as The Sunday of the Judge. This Sunday's parable (Luke 18:1-8) involves an 
unjust judge who refuses to hear a widow's plea. But because of the widow's persistence to be vindicated against 
her adversary, even this hard, godless judge gives in and conducts a trial. This parable assures us that God, our just 
and loving judge, will not turn a deaf ear to the pleas of His children; but we learn, too, the need for perseverance 
in the Christian life. 
 The Sunday of Advent is the sixth and last Sunday of Lent, when the church recalls the revelation of our 
Savior, who sacrificed His life for mankind. This day is devoted to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, our eternal 
Lord and King; as such we are reminded that, just as everything once began with God, so too will everything one 
day end with Him. 
 Great Lent ends with Lazarus Saturday, which recalls how Jesus raised His friend from the dead (John 11:1
-44). This episode foreshadows Christ's own Resurrection and serves to remind us of Christ's promise of new life to 
those who love Him. 
 The following day, Palm Sunday, celebrates Christ's entry into Jerusalem, when He was hailed as the Mes-
siah and King of Israel. Since Christ was greeted with palm fronds and olive branches on that day, we observe this 
occasion by distributing palm leaves to the congregation. During the Palm Sunday liturgy, the service of "The Open-
ing of the Doors" takes place. The priest and faithful pray for entry once again into God's glorious Kingdom and 
wait for the church to symbolically open Her doors (by opening the black curtains) just as Christ paved the way for 
the resurrection of humanity. 



 

 

St. Gregory Is Committed to the PitðCommemorated on April 1st 

 

From his dungeon in Karin, St. Gregory was transferred to the city of Ardashad and thrown 
into a bottomless pit reserved for notorious criminals condemned to death and located in 
the citadel of that town.  The bottom was muddy mire where snakes thrived and the air was 
bad.  Those confined there suffered a sure death as a result of the unsavory surroundings. 

It is reported that Gregory survived in the pit for thirteen years. Gregory's survival was made 
possible through the charity of a widow who lived in the fortress where the dungeon was 
located.  She had received a command in a dream to prepare a loaf of bread everyday and 
throw it down into the pit.  That served as the source of Gregory's sustenance for thirteen 
years.  At the site of the bottomless pit there is now a monastery, called Khor Virabi vank 
(Monastery of Khor Virab, a place of pilgrimage facing Mount Ararat and almost on the bor-
der of present-day Armenia and Turkey).  Above the pit there now a small chapel and at the 
bottom there is yet another small chapel where the pil-grims light candles and pray.  The 
original pit was twice as deep as it is today.  As it was very difficult for pilgrims to descend 
into it, the lower half was filled at the beginning of the nineteenth century.  Today, a visitor 
must descend by means of a metal ladder with 25 rungs. The entrance to the pit is a circular 
vortex with a diameter of about five or six meters.  Within the monastic complex itself there 
is also a domed church that was originally dedicated to the Mother of God.  The present sev-
enteenth century sanctuary, called St. Gregory the Illuminator, replaced the former church. 

The Feast of St. Gregory's Commitment to the pit is at present a day of pilgrim-age to Khor 
Virab in the Republic of Armenia.  During the night and morning liturgical hours on that day 
special hymns dedicated to St. Gregory's commit-ment to the pit are chanted in all of our 
churches throughout the world.  These hymns, grouped together as a "canon," are attribut-
ed to the thirteenth century theologian and poet Hovhannes Bluz Vartabed of Erzinjan. 
 

This article was taken from the Diocesan website 



 

 

Genera l   Information 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Cell: 773-457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 

Administrator’s Cell:  760-832-1142 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you 
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  
If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included 
in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and 
would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and  
offer a home blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  
For more information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize 
their children between 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your  
proposed wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John  
parish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church 
Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office 
by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax  
248-569-0716, or email to Tamara@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday  
preceding the Sunday.  Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  
Requiem may be offered every Sunday of the year except for the five Tabernacle Feast 
Days.  



 

 

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
ʬ˕˅ˋʺ˖ˀ˖ ʽʻʦʼ˕ ˊʶˉʺˋʶˊˋ ʿʶˉ, ˊʶˉʺˋʶˊˋ ʿʶˉ,  

o̞ ˅ˋˍ˗ʾˀ˗ˋ ˋˍ˕ʶ ˀ ʷʺ˕ʶˋ ˀˉ:                                                                       
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  

 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

When taking aŀƘǎ the GIVER says: 
 

aŀƘǎ ȅŜǾ ǇŀȊƘŜŜƴ ȅŜƎƘŜŜǘǎŜŜƴ ƪŜȊ ŜŜ {ƻƻǊǇ .ŀŘŀǊŀƪŜǎΦ 
 

ʛʶ˒ ʺ˗ ʷʶʿˀˋ ʺˇˀ˖ˀˋ ˙ʺʻ ˀ ʤˍ˗˕ʷ ʡʶ˔ʶ˕ʶʸʼ˒: 
 

May this be to you a share and portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 
 

The RECEIVER says: 
 Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

ʉʶʿˀˋ ˀˉ ʈ˒˔ˍ˗ʶ˃ ˊʶ˗ˀ˔ʺʶˋ: 
 

My portion is God forever. 
 
 


