St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
22001 Northwestern Highway @ Southfield, Ml 48075
248.569.3405 (phone) ® 248.569.0716 (fax)
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian — Pastor
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian — Pastor Emeritus
Deacon Rubik Mailian — Director of Sacred Music
and Pastoral Assistant
Ms. Margaret Lafian - Organist

Swwday Swlletion

OUR CHURCH AND PARISH IS A PLACE WHERE.. . .
All people are welcome . . . Every member is a minister . . .
The world is our collective responsibility . . .
Disciple-making is our goal . . . And worship is our duty and delight.

MARCH 4 2012—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1461
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON - Utwnrwyh Uppwip

THE LORD’S DAY—SCHEDULE OF SUNDAY WORSHIP

Morning Service / Unwiowmbw s Fwidbpqnippii.............9:00 am
Divine Liturgy/ U. Mwmnuipuuq .................occcuveeneeeecreeareannnn, 9:45 am
Church School / Uppwlopbwy Yuwupdwpui................... 10:15am

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY TODAY
THIS WEEK: Isaiah 54:11-55:13, 2 Corinthians 6:1-7:1, Luke 15:1-32
NEXT WEEK: Isaiah 56:1-57:21, Ephesians 4:17-5:14, Luke 16:1-31

Lector: Noel Slowik

Welcome!

We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy / So o r p  Bral thdte all ho are Bap-
tized and Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like
information about our many parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member
on duty at the lobby desk. Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you leave
so we can be in touch. Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and
depart with His love to serve others.




TODAY’S GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-32
And he said, "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said
to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.' And he di-
vided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered
all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living.

And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that coun-
try, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.
But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! | will arise and
go to my father, and | will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired servants."

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance,
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his serv-
ants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found.' And they began to make merry."

Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing And he called one of the servants and asked
what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.' But he
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated, but he an-
swered his father, 'Lo, these many years | have served you, and | never diso-
beyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that | might make merry
with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living
with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!" And he said to him, 'Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.""

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD
We offer prayers for the servants of God
SOPHIE NAGOHOSIAN
HARITUN DEMIRCIOGLU
who entered their eternal rest this past week.
May Christ Our Lord shed His eternal light upon their souls.



GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

A gift is presented to the church in memory of Florence Karagosian on
the second year of her passing by Mr. Harry Karagosian and Family.

A gift was presented by Joe Kludjian on the happy occasion
of his birthday. Happy Birthday to Joe!

NEWS FROM JERUSALEM
There has been no change in the condition of His Beatitude Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian. He rests comatose and is attended to daily by his
medical staff, and his family visits his bedside every day. (For more de-
tails, see announcement in the lobby from the Armenian Patriarchate
of Jerusalem.) Let us keep him in our prayers.

TODAY
Men’s Society Lenten Breakfast
Menu: crepe station, hash browns, pancakes, scrambled
eggs, fruit, coffee, assorted juices, milk

Join us for breakfast and fellowship!
St. John’s Cultural Hall after church service
Free Will Offering

REMINDER: Daylight Savings Time begins next
Sunday, March 11.
On that day, move your clocks forward one hour
(SPRING FORWARD!)

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED

Vahan Aglamishian Seta Akarakcian Rose Boudakian
Helen Daiyan Siranush Demirjian Rachel Ekizian
Agnes Hagopian Terri Karebian Walter Negosian

William Pugh Sameera Yousif George Zallakian



BASHDON HOKEHANKSDYAN—REQUIEM SERVICE
FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST

Today, during the Divine Liturgy, we offer our prayers as the community
of St. John’s for the souls of the departed servants of Christ.

GEORGE TIRAKIAN, 40th Day, Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather,
Brother
ALICE TIRAKIAN, 4th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother
Requested by Edmund & Sandra Bourgeois
Diane, Rob, Chad, Cory & Mitchell Bendig
Michelle, Steve, Kyle & Ryan Tokarz
Bryon, Kristin, Madison, Ethan & Brandon Bourgeois
Patrick & Amanda Bourgeois
Carol & Paul Scott Jutras
George L. Tirakian
Edward, Julie, Yvonne & Samantha Tirakian
Avedisse Teraikian

AGNES APRAHAMIAN COCO, 16th Year, Sister
Requested by Art and Carol Aprahamian

MIRIDJAN KRALIAN, 25th Year, Father
Requested by loving son Dick Kralian

NOTICE: On Tuesday, March 6th ONLY, Senior Lunch
will be held in the Cultural Hall at the usual time.

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
A monthly Bible study group led by
Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian
Wednesdays, April 4 and 25
12:00—2:00 pm in the Nursery Room
PLEASE JOIN US!



HELP WANTED
The Manoogian Manor is seeking a Dietary Aide
to help setting tables, plating and passing out meals,
cleaning up after meals and various other duties
involved in food service.
Knowledge of English will be helpful.
For further details, contact Manoogian Manor
734-522-5780 during business hours

NEW AT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE

The Forty Days of Musa Dagh by Franz Werfel
Translated from the German by Geoffrey Dunlop and James Reidel
Preface by Dr. Vartan Gregorian - 892 pp - SC - $23.00

Franz Werfel’s masterpiece brought him international acclaim in 1933, and
drew the world’s attention to the Armenian Genocide. This is the story of
how the inhabitants of several Armenian villages chose not to obey the de-
portation order of the Turkish government. Instead, they fortified a plateau
on the slopes of Musa Dagh — Mount Moses—and repelled Turkish soldiers
and military police during the summer of 1915 while holding out hope for the
Allies to save them. The translators revised the 1934 translation throughout,
incorporating the stronger meanings and content — intended for readers liv-
ing in Nazi Germany — as well as undoing the virtual censorship of Werfel’s
original text.

The Complete Middle East Cookbook by Tess Mallos — Softcover
$35.00

REQUIEMS WILL BE OFFERED: March 11, 18, 25

HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE A VACATION!

St. John’s Food Pantry is open year-round! There are large green
containers in all the lobbies for the collection of non-perishable food
items. Once a month the food we collect is given to Forgotten Har-
vest for distribution to the needy. Don’t wait for a holiday to bring in
your donation to the Food Pantry. Many thanks for your help.



What can a grain of wheat tell us about life
and the kingdom of God?

Jesus drew his parables from the common everyday circumstances
of life. His audience, rural folk in Palestine, could easily understand
the principle of new life produced by dead seeds sown into the
earth.

What is the spiritual analogy which Jesus alludes to? Is this, perhaps,
a veiled reference to his own impending death on the cross and res-
urrection? Or does he have another kind of "death and rebirth" in
mind for his disciples? Jesus, no doubt, had both meanings in mind
for his disciples. The image of the grain of wheat dying in the earth in
order to grow and bear a harvest can be seen as a metaphor of Je-
sus' own death and burial in the tomb and his resurrection. Jesus
knew that the only way to victory over the power of sin and death
was through the cross. Jesus reversed the curse of our first par-
ents' [Adam and Eve] disobedience through his obedience to the
Father's will — his willingness to go to the cross to pay the just penal-
ty for our sins and to defeat death once and for all. His obedience
and death on the cross obtain for us freedom and new life in the Ho-
ly Spirit. His cross frees us from the tyranny of sin and death and
shows us the way of perfect love. There is a great paradox here.
Death leads to life. When we "die" to our selves, we "rise" to new
life in Jesus Christ.

What does it mean to "die" to oneself? It certainly means that what
is contrary to God's will must be "crucified" or "put to death."

u

Truly, truly, I say to you,
earth and dies, it remai ns al
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God gives us grace to say "yes" to his will and to reject whatever is
contrary to his loving plan for our lives. Jesus also promises that we
will bear much "fruit" for him, if we choose to deny ourselves for his
sake. Jesus used forceful language to describe the kind of self-denial
he had in mind for his disciples. What did he mean when he said that
one must hate himself? The expression to hate something often
meant to prefer less. Jesus says that nothing should get in the way of
our preferring him and the will of our Father in heaven. Our hope is
in Saint Paul's reminder that" Wh a t i's sown in
decay, what r i (d@osnthians 15:42h Bogau hopep
in the Lord and follow joyfully the path he has chosen for you?

"Lord Jesus, let me be wheat sown in the earth, to be harvested for
you. | want to follow wherever you lead me. Give me fresh hope
and joy in serving you all the days of my life.”

WHAT CAN | DO AT HOME
DURING LENT?

1 At the dinner table, pray each night for peace in the
world and in your family.

1 Ask Christ to show you as a family how to communi-
cate better and share your thoughts and hopes.

1 Always ask for each other’s forgiveness before
eating. It will certainly make the meal tastier.

1 Observe a moment of silence to think about Jesus
before you eat. This is better than the salt and pep-
per we put on our food.

1 Read from the Holy Bible.
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PRAYER OF MIANASSEH

0 Lord Almighty, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and of their
righteous offspring.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Thou, who hast made the heaven and the earth and all the array
therefore.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Thou, who has found the sea by the word of Thy command, who
hast shut up the deep and hast sealed it with Thy fearful and
glorious holy name.

RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Before the power of Thy fearful countenance everything shudders
and trembles.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

The majesty of the glory of Thy holiness is infinite, the wrath of Thy
threatening against sinners is dreadful, the mercies of Thy
promises are immeasurable and unsearchable.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD. FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Thou art the Lord most high, compassionate, long-suffering, abun-
dant in mercy and Thou repentest Thyself of the evils of men.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD. FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Thou, 0 God, hast not appointed repentance unto the righteous,
unto Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who have not sinned against Thee.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

But thou hast appointed repentance unto me that | am a sinner, for
| have committed sins more numerous than the sands of the sea
and my transgressions have been multiplied.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS



| am not worthy to behold and see the heights of heaven by reason
of the multitude of mine iniquities.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

I am bent down by reason of the violence of fetters of iron and there
is no respite for me
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

| have provoked Thy wrath and did that which was evil in Thy sight,
| set up images and | multiplied offenses.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

And now, 0 Lord, | bow the knee of mine heart and | beg for
Thy kindness.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

| have sinned, 0 Lord, | have sinned and | by myself acknowledge
mine iniquities.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

| beseech and ask Thee, forgive me, 0 Lord, and be not mindful of my
evil deeds, and do not pass sentence against me with them that have
gone down into the lowest part of the earth with their evils.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

For Thou, 0 God, art the God of them that repent, and show forth
Thy goodness in me that am unworthy.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

Thou wilt save me according to Thy abundant mercy and | will praise
Thee all the days of my life.
RESPONSE: ALMIGHTY LORD, FORGIVE ME MY SINS

For all the host of heaven praise Thee, 0 Lord; and Thine is the glory
forevermore. Amen.

RESPONSE: GLORY TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE
HOLY SPIRIT; NOW AND ALWAYS AND UNTO THE AGES OF AGES.



ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH PRESENTS
A LECTURE AND SLIDE PRESENTATION BY
DR. LEVON PETROSYAN
Manoogian Foundation Post-doctoral Fellow
at the University of Michigan

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 2012, 7:30 PM, VARTAN ROOM
(FOLLOWING LENTEN WORSHIP)

TOPIC:
“SAINT GREGORY OF NAREK AND THE NAREKIAN FATHERS:
THE MYSTERY OF LOVE FROM THE COMMENTARY OF THE SONG OF
SONGS IN THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS”

This lecture will examine the life, poetry and theological school of Greg-
ory of Narek, who spent his life in the Monastery of Narek with his fa-
ther Bishop Khosrov and his teacher Abbot Anania. These three authors
form the School of Narek.

At a young age Gregory of Narek prepared a Commentary on the Song of
Songs which considerably influenced his teaching method. He became a
singer of the Divine Love, erotic and agapic at the same time, and he
taught people the Sacramental way of its Consumption. Over the years,
the poetic style of Gregory of Narek achieved a high level of perfection
and he presented his Book of Lamentation as a speech of the Bride to
her beloved Groom, a soul's discourse to God. If the Divine Love is the
poetic muse of Gregory of Narek, the discourse with God is the expres-
sion of his deep feelings for Him: Love should be always confessed!

Manoogian Foundation post-doctoral fellow Levon Petrosyan received
his Pd.D. in history from the University of Paris and Pd.D. in Theology
from St. Sergius Orthodox Theological Institute of Paris in 2008 and 2006
respectively. In 2010 his Pd.D. dissertation titled "Grégoire de Narek.
Commentaire sur le Cantique des cantiques" ("Gregory of Narek. Com-
mentary on the Song of Songs") was published in Rome. His areas of re-
search interest include Armenian literature, history of Armenia and the
Armenian Church, and intercultural and interreligious dialog. Dr. Petro-
syan is teaching a course in winter 2012 on Armenian Christianity.

Refreshments to follow program
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THE SUNDAYS OF LENT

The six Sundays of Lent take us through the history of God's rela-
tionship with us, from Creation to the present moment, by relating
parables from the Bible.

FORGIVENESS, MAKING MISTAKES AND CORRECTING THEM.. ..

TODAY, THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON gives us a Biblical case his-
tory of a proud young man who demands his father’s inheritance, leaves
home, ends up poor, hungry and alone, and returns to his father for for-
giveness. When he comes to his senses and says, “l will arise and go to
my father,” he sounds a Lenten rallying cry for all of us.

THE STEWARD (March 11): A time to commit and care

THE JUDGE (March 18): Persistence and Reward

THE ADVENT (March 25): We make great things happen, so come home.
PALM SUNDAY (April 1): Homecoming

FUND RAISING DURING THE LENTEN SEASON

Charity and good deeds are known as “ALMSGIVING.” Our children
should embrace the great benefactors of our parish and communi-
ty by offering their help in the spirit of love and compassion for
those who do not enjoy the same comforts they do. This is the
sacrifice of Great Lent, giving up and giving over to others. This
year the projects which will receive the proceeds of the Diocesan-
wide Lenten fundraising are:
Feeding America
Nor Hajn Soup Kitchen (in Armenia)

Give generously when students of our Church School
approach you.




WOMEN'’S GUILD NEWS

Winter Bake - This Tuesday, March 6 at 9 am we will be making
Khalkha. Please join in the fun and conversation. Everyone is wel-
come!

Spinach Pie, Cheese Beoreg, Cheoreg, and Sou Beoreg will be avail-
able for purchase in the Cultural Hall directly after services.

FOR THOSE WHO LIKE TO PLAN AHEAD there will be an EVENING
CHEOREG BAKE @ 6 pm a week from Monday, on March 12.

Knitting Club - beginner or expert, the knitting club welcomes new
members. The group meets on the second Tuesday of the month
from 10 AM — noon in the St. John’s Nursery. Contact Linda Assarian
for more information. 248 -332-0816.

Moms and Manoogs meet for social interaction and fun activities.
Our meeting days are flexible and we’'d love to have you and your
Manoogs join our group. Contact Kristen Gustafson for further infor-
mation. frissy10@hotmail.com or 248-765-0471.

The Womends Guild invites you
For details, call Terry Palaian, 313 -929-0926
Kef Klub

The Gathering Place for All Ages...Make it a Family Reunion!

Friday, March 16, 2012, 6:00 pm

St. John Recreation Center

Menu: Vegetable Lasagna with White or Red Sauce,
Garlic Toast, Salad, Beverage & Dessert

Tavloo, Cards and Games!
Adults-$S8. Kids-under 12-$5. 5 and under-FREE
Family-$25. 2 Adults + Children

PLEASE RSVP St. John’s Church Office: 248-569-3405
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17t ANNUAL LENTEN RETREAT SEMINAR

Sponsored in part by the
Yeretzgin Rosalie Papazian Endowment Fund

Saturday, March 10, 2012
9:00 am - 3:30 pm
St. John’s Cultural Hall
Topic: The Armenian Genocide -
Forgiving the Unforgivable
Guest Speaker:

Father Vasken Kouzouian
Pastor, Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA

Is this even possible? This year's Lenten retreat topic certainly
promises to be thought-provoking, captivating, and potentially
explosive. Father Vasken Kouzouian will use God's word to help
us understand forgiveness on personal and universal levels.
This is such a timely topic -- particularly to Armenians.

Donation: $15 includes materials, continental breakfast & lunch.
To register, call the Church Office by March 4 at 248-569-3405.
Please make checks payable to St. John Armenian Church,
22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075.



THE GREAT LENTEN SEASON

During the period of Great L

we oOoObserve the foll owi
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THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenyn zham
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.
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I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times
in my mouth.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

After hours in an emergency, please contact:
Pastor’s Cell: 248.225.9888
Parish Council Chairman’s Cell: 248.688.1214
Administrator’s Cell: 248.880.8391




