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St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 

The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

        Our  Chur c h  a nd  Par i s h  i s  a  p l a c e  wh e r e  .  .  .  
 All people are welcome 
 Every person is a minister  
 The world is our collective responsibility  
 Disciple making is our goal,  and  
 Worship is our duty and delight  

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

I Kings 18:29-46, II Kings 2:1-15, James 5:16-20, Luke 4:25-30 
Lector:  EDWARD KORKOIAN 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all  who are Baptized and 
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, 
please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact 
card before you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and 
depart with His love to serve others. 

 May 22, 2016 
The Armenian Church Year 1464  

REMEMBRANCE OF THE PROPHET ELIJAH 
Celebrant: V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

 

 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն …9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ …………………………..9:45 am                        



 

 

General  Informat ion  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Cell: 773.457.4122 
Administrator’s Cell:  760.832.1142 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office 
when you or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit 
from the Pastor.  If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting 
your name be included in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who 
are homebound and would like to receive Holy Communion at home should 
phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a 
home blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is 
born. For more information, phone the Church Secretary. 
 
Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your 
proposed wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office. 
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John 
parish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church 
Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church 
Office by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 
248.569.0716, or email to office@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday. requested. Request forms are available in the Church  
Lobby.  

 

 



 

 
Today’ s Gospel  

Luke 4:25-30 

 
“But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there came a great famine 
over all the land; and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land 
of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.  And there were many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha; and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the  
Syrian.”  When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.  And they 
rose up and put him out of the city, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their 
city was built, that they might throw him down headlong.  But passing through the 
midst of them he went away.  

Memorial Day Grave Blessings 
Monday, May 30th (Weather Permitting) 

 
Grave Blessings at Woodlawn, 10:00 am - Noon, Fr. Aren 

 
12:00 pm - General Requiem at Woodlawn Martyrs’ Monument in memory of all 

 Armenians buried at Woodlawn & Evergreen offered by Fr. Aren and Fr. Abraham 
 

Grave Blessings at Evergreen, 1:30 - 2:30 pm, Fr. Abraham 
 

If you wish to have individual names remembered please bring a typed list of names to 
give to Father Aren who will remember them during the Hokehankist service.  

 
 

 
Today’s tea is in honor of our Church School Graduates  

and in loving memory of our church secretary 
May Kafafian, on the 1st anniversary of her passing. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 



 

 

Women’s Guild News  
Attention Women’s Guild Members 

You are invited to attend the Annual Membership and Awards Dinner: 
Wednesday, June 1st , 2016 at 6 PM . Please contact Joyce Obenhoff at 586-754-3984 

 by May 25th, for reservations. 
 

Knitting Group: Please contact Linda Assarian at 248.332.0816 or  
linda.assarian@gmail.com for more details. 

 

The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member. 
For information please call Belinda Kabodian 248.767.3942 

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized  

Jilber Abajian   David  M. Apoian  Araxey Barsamian 
Rose Boudakian  Elina Cobb  Ruben Griffin 
Cheryl Giesa       Don McCorkle     Jean Merzigian  
Charles Sansone  James Shahbazian            James Zaratzian 
            

 

Day by Day Bible Study  
 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016  
12:00 — 2:00 pm  

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248.538.9993  

DVD ON SALE NOW!  A 100-Year Journey of Remembrance and Song. 
On sale in the bookstore. Price: $10.00 



 

  

 

Visit  the Parish Bookstore 
 

Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  
New: The Hundred Year Walk,  

An Armenian Odyssey by Dawn Anahid MacKeen  — HC $24.00  
New: Bronze Armenian Cross 5”X 3 1/2”  

Suitable to hang on a wall or above a doorway — $40.00 
New: “Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story” by Henry Morgenthau, American Ambassador to 

Constantinople 1913-1916 — SC $29.00 
New: “An Inconvenient Genocide: Who Now Remembers The Armenians?”  

by Geoffrey Robertson  — SC $13.00 
New: Armenian Alphabet Wood Puzzle  — $35.00 

New Items From Armenia 
 

 

 

 

 

College Scholarships for 2016 
 

The Armenian Renaissance Association (ARA) will offer five scholarships to Michigan  
college students in 2016.  

Send email request for an application to: scholarship.ara@gmail.com  
 
 



 

 

BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

VIRGINIA MAY KAFAFIAN, 1st Year, Wife, Mother, Dear Friend 
 Requested by Khatchig, Levon & Arda Kafafian 
 Andrew & Barbara Kourajian 
 Richard Guiragossian 
 Misag & Hasmig Mouradian 
 Mathew Healey 
 James & Carol Madden 
 The Parish Council of St. John Armenian Church 
 David, Marianne, Daniel & Karen Dardarian 
 Edward & Yvonne Korkoian & Family 
 Gloria Korkoian 
 Alberta & Masis Godoshian 
 Mary Jo Agbabian 
 Dr. Edward & Anna Sarkisian 
 Rita Dilanian 
 Mike & Dolly Matoian 
 Alice & Sandra Nigoghosian 
 Sona Mishigian 
 Ardash & Charlene Apigian 
 Dn. Mihran & Gayle Hoplamazian 
 
ANN LAKTZIAN, 3rd Year, Khnamee 
SIRVART MEZIAN, 1st Year, Friend 
 Requested by James & Laura (King) Skubal 
 
ARDEMIS KALOUSDIAN, 7th Year, Mother, Grandmother 
DIRAN KALOUSDIAN, 24th Year, Father, Grandfather 
ZABEL KOUZIAN, 31st Year, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
HARRY G. KOUZIAN, 44th Year, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather 
 Requested by Sona Kalousdian & Ira D. Lawrence 
 Raffi Kalousdian, Kathleen Hennessey & Ani Kalousdian 
 
LILLIAN SERANIAN, 23rd Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
TAKVOR SERANIAN, 34th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather 
 Requested by Borman Family 
 Seranian Family 



 

 

.  

 

The Prophet Elijah 
 

The magnificent life of Elijah, the great prophet of the Old Testament, is recorded for us 
in I and II Kings.  He was a real but almost legendary figure, like St. John the Baptist: 
hairy, dressed in animal skins, coming out of the wilderness to terrify the whole  
country with his announcements of impending calamity, and then disappearing.  Elijah, 
being the greatest among the prophets, is commemorated on a Sunday.  He appeared at 
the Transfiguration as the prophet of “life” and the new covenant, as distinguished from 
Moses and the old covenant.  Most importantly,  Elijah did not experience death, but was 
taken to heaven; hence like the Mother-of-God, Elijah was counted among the heavenly.  
Elijah is a highly beloved and cherished Prophet-Saint of the Armenians, as well as all the 
Eastern Churches, and is held in highest esteem of all the saints in the Old Testament 
(2003 Domar).  

 
(Taken from Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church eNewsletter) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sts. Hripsimeh and Gayane 
This Monday and Tuesday, Saints Hripsimeh and Gayane are remembered by the  
Armenian Church along with a group of 37 young maidens because of their persecution, 
which resulted from their refusal to renounce their Christian faith.  The pagan Armenian 
king, Drtad, infuriated that the virgins would not consent to his desires, subjected 
Hripsimeh and Gayane and their followers to the most horrible tortures.  St. Gregory,  
upon the conversion of Armenia to Christianity, built chapels over the relics of Hripsimeh 
and Gayane, which were later re-constructed into beautiful cathedrals.  The Armenian 
Church recognizes Hripsimeh and Gayane as Saints, because their martyrdom was a  
major contribution to the eventual conversion of Armenia to Christianity.   

 
(Taken from Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church eNewsletter) 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Church School Graduation Today 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2016 CHURCH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Danielle Sarafian and Spencer Keoleian 
will speak on behalf of the senior class. 

 
 

 
Before the senior class has received their diplomas, once again we shall be graced with 

the recitation of Hayr Mer (Lord’s Prayer) recited by the 1st Grade Sunday School class.  
 

Following the Badarak, all are invited to the Cultural Hall for a tea honoring our  
Church School Graduates. 

 
 

ROSANNA AMERIGUIAN 
 

ANOUSH ARSLANIAN 
 

ARMEN ARSLANIAN 
 

ERIN BAHM 
 

JACOB BAHM 
 

CARL BANERIAN, III 
 

NAREG BEZJIAN 
 

ANI FREEBORN 
 

EMMA FREEBORN 

MICHELLE HALAGIAN 
 

AMBER KALAJIAN 
 

SPENCER KEOLEIAN 
 

LAUREN MESSNER 
 

ANI MISIRLIYAN 
 

TALIA OKNAYAN 
 

DANIELLE SARAFIAN 
 

NICOLE SARKISIAN 



 

 
 

 

St. Nersess Summer Conferences 
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary is pleased to announce a new four-year curriculum for its annual 
Summer Conferences. The curriculum will prepare Armenian students to become leaders in the 

Armenian Church, including future Sunday School teachers. 
  

Participants will study such topics as early church history, the sacraments, Armenian  
religious art, Armenian language, and comparative Christian traditions. At the conclusion of the 

four-year curriculum, students will receive a certificate of completion from St. Nersess Seminary. 
  

Below is the schedule of this year’s summer conferences. For more information, visit  
www.stnersess.edu. 

Deacons' Training Program: June 25-July 3 
Directed by Fr. Daniel Findikyan 

High School Summer Conference A: July 15-24 
Directed by Fr. Ghevond Ajamian 

High School Summer Conference B: July 29- August 7 
Directed by Fr. Shnork Souin 

Post-High School Summer Conference: August 9-13 
Directed by Fr. Samuel Rith-Najarian 

Please see Fr. Aren, Lisa Mardigian, or front office for a conference or  
scholarship application.  Deadline is June 1, 2016 

 

 

2016 Diocesan Summer Camp Programs 
Hye Camp 

Camp Hickory, Ingleside, IL 
Staff Training: July 27-30 

Two Week Session: July 30-August 13 
Week 1: July 30-August 6 | Week 2: August 6-13 

Register online by visiting www.diocesansummercamps.org 
Please see Fr. Aren or Lisa Mardigian for a scholarship application. 

Deadline is June 1, 2016 
 

St. Vartan Camp 
Ararat Center, Greenville, NY 

Staff Training: June 22-25 
Session A: June 26-July 9 | Session B: July 10-July 23 | Session C: July 24-August 6 

Campers ages 8-15 
CITs ages 16 and 17; Staff and volunteers ages 18+ 



 

  

Arts of Armenia 
 

This summer Arts of Armenia program will be from July 11 – 15, 2016  
everyday from 9:30 am - 3:30 pm.     

 
This highly acclaimed summer activity for our youth ages 8 - 13 is unique in its goals of 

teaching Armenian Arts by professional educators. 
 

Please contact Lisa Mardigian at lmardigian@sjachurch.org   
for application and information. 

 
 
 
 

 
Diocesan Collection for Needy Families in Artsakh 

 

We are grateful to all who donated to help the needy families of Artsakh.  Our Parish  
collected and forwarded $5,000.00 for relief efforts in Artsakh.   

Thank you to those that contributed.  
 
 

 
 

 

Gift to the Church 
 

Mrs. Nina Sarkisian has conveyed a gift to the Komitas Choir in honor of the  
50th wedding anniversary of Mike and Dolly Matoian. Congratulations Mike and Dolly! 



 

  
 
 

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Walter Negosian,  
who entered his eternal rest last week.  His funeral took place at St. John Armenian 

Church on May 18, 2016. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon his soul. 

 
 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Rose Assarian,  
who entered her eternal rest last week.  Her funeral took place at St. John Armenian 

Church on May 19, 2016. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon her soul. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

New St. John Communications Committee (SJCC)  
 

On Thursday, June 9th at 7:00 pm, the first meeting of the St. John Communications  
Committee will take place.  The purpose of this meeting is to have all of our print and 
electronic material have the same look and feel.  This will include the Torchbearer,  
St. John e-mails, Sunday Bulletin, Letterhead, Website and Social Media.  Anyone with  
these skill are welcome.  We also welcome those who may have new ideas to bring their 
participation. 



 

 Yege.exin Badaracix Hedo Tovrs Calov +amanag 
 

On Leaving the Sanctuary After Divine Liturgy  

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                          
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem .   

 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the 
end of the Divine Liturgy you say:   

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն Պատարագս քո: 
 

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh. 

 

May the Lord remember all your sacrifices. 
 

The Priest answers:   

Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն 
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ: 

 
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev  

zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na 
gadarestseh. 

 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 
heart, and fulfill all your desires.  

(Psalm 20:4) 

The Kiss of Peace 
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          
 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

 

Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ: / Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն 

Քրիստոսի: 

When taking Mahs the  
GIVER says: 

 

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցի քեզ ի 

Սուրբ Պատարագէս: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetsee kez ee 

Soorp Badarakes. 

 

May this be to you a share and  
portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 
The RECEIVER says: 

Բաժին իմ Աստուած յաւիտեան: 

 
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

My portion is God forever. 


