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St. John Armenian Church • 22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 569-3405
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org

A Message from Our Chair…

I find it hard to believe it’s that time already. Where has the
time gone? It’s September and the Women’s Guild is still busy
getting ready for the three best days…the Church Bazaar
October 4th, 5th and 6th.
Thank you to all those women and men who stepped up and spent many hours in the
kitchen on a Monday night, Tuesday morning or Thursday night. Thank you to those who
led the baking, came ahead of time to set-up or make the dough and the people who
prepared dinner at the night bakes.
Thank you, Yerchanig Joy Callan for orchestrating all the baking days, and for your
endless e-blasts that make you laugh. Yerchanig is always making sure we have our Ziploc
bags, and all the other special ingredients, flour, butter, and sugar. If it was not for her
and you, we would not have accomplished 25 trays of sou beoreg, zillions of kufteh, and
many milk crates of large and small cheoreg loaves, the katah, yahlanchi, and spinach pie.
We are very blessed to have so many dedicated women and men in our parish with good
hands, and hearts that give of their time unselfishly. Thank you all for what you do big or
small. We are always welcoming others to join. Please come, you will be pleasantly
surprised how rewarding it is to be a part of something so big, help the Church, meet new
friends and get reacquainted with old friends, too.
I look forward to seeing you at the Bazaar. We still need help at the Bakery and Hot
Foods areas. Sign up with a friend to be a part of the Church Bazaar.
Also, I am looking forward to seeing you at the general body meeting Wednesday,
September 4th, 7:00 p.m. sharp in the Sanctuary.
- Lisa Derderian

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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The Guild extends our sincere sympathy to Patricia Morris on the passing of
her beloved mother, Margaret Stephanian.
~ Asdvadz Hokeen Loosavoreh

We send our love and prayers to Guild members Arick Kasper, Sue
Tafralian, Gloria Melkonian, Anita Kachadurian and Yn. Roberta
Kochakian. We wish them all peace and comfort, knowing they are
missed and thought of often.

Directory Change:
Diane Khachaturian
41130 Fox Run
Meadowbrook Court, Apt. #317
Novi, MI 48377-4873
Please delete home phone # / Cell phone (248) 925-7352

Don’t forget, your dues must be paid in order to vote at the Guild Election
meeting in November.

*Note Day Change

September 4th

(Wednesday)

September 14th
September 18th
September 25th
October 10th

(Saturday)
(Wednesday)
(Wednesday)
(Thursday)

October 4th, 5th & 6th (Friday – Saturday)
October 9th
(Wednesday)
th
October 11
(Friday)
November 6th
(Wednesday)
December 4th
December 12th

(Wednesday)
(Thursday)

Guild Meeting 7:00 p.m. sharp in Church Sanctuary
Fr. Aren will lead us in meditation
World Medical Relief 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Guild Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Church tour 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Guild Meeting 7:00 p.m. Speaker Travel Agent
Bonnie Newcomer will give us tips on packing and
fun places to travel.
Church Bazaar
Mahs Dough making – Baking 10:30 a.m.
Mahs Bagging 11:00 a.m.
Guild Meeting 6:30 p.m. Alternative for Girls
collection and Guild election
Advent by Candlelight
Tentative Guild Christmas Dinner (Need Chairman)

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Church Picnic Bake Sale

The St. John’s Annual Picnic was held Sunday, August 18th and it would not have been
complete (or quite delicious!) without the Women’s Guild Bake Sale. The Guild ladies
truly made this year’s Sale a huge success. We are blessed to have so many women who
so generously spent their time baking the fabulous sweets, volunteered to work a shift at
the sale and/or gave monetary donations. Thanks to these ladies, parishioners were able
to enjoy choreg, paklava, simit, bourma, and other Armenian delicacies as well as
delicious cakes, cookies, and brownies. We also wish to thank Nora Noraian who so
graciously shared her expertise with us to make the Sale the success it was.
– Elise Landis & Denise Pochas (Co-chairs)
*This was a very successful bake sale that brought in approximately
$2,000 which went directly to our church.

Advent by Candlelight 2019
Wednesday, December 4th

Committee members are needed. If interested, please contact Sara
Andonian (sandonia@hotmail.com).

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Bazaar Food Preparation
**September 5th
September 10th
* September 16th
September 24th
October 1st

(Thursday)
(Tuesday)
(Monday)
(Tuesday)
(Tuesday)

5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Kufta & Dinner
Khalkha
Choreg
Khalka
Yalanchi

*Evening bake dates
**Must RSVP (call or text) Joy Callan (248) 533-6320 if you plan on helping as she has planned to
prepare dinner for those that are attending.

Our Morning & Evening Bakers

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Fuller Center for Housing
Jacqueline ElChemmas Team 2019

Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian blessing the home of last
years recipient.

Our group visiting Mer Doon

Every year that I take a team to Armenia…I feel like it’s my first year. I take the team to all the Historical
sites, to Etchmiadzin, Tatev, Garni and Keghart, etc. I do not want them to miss anything. Then we go to
the Village of the new family…we work with them and eat with them and laugh with them, then in the
end we cry and hug and just don’t want to leave. They become our Family! We went to Mer Doon for a
visit and gave our Donation and gifts for the girls…they set a lovely table for us with home-made treats.
We purchased home-made items from the girls too. I could go on but I would like you to read what the 4
other Women’s Guild Members had to say…Cynthia Apkarian, Nancy Banks, Dawn Karagosian and Lynne
Kojamanian. - Jackie ElChemmas
Thank you to our Guild members who generously donated $1,520 as well as gifts
and much needed vitamins.
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Team ElChemmas Cont…
I had never traveled to Armenian and when my daughters asked me if I wanted to go with them, I
jumped at the chance. It was wonderful! I couldn’t believe I even did my part helping to build a house
for a family in the village. I am so happy that I traveled with this fabulous group. Jackie does such a great
job. Amazing…So I was the oldest one on the tip but I was able to tour Armenia and was blessed that I
was able to help build the house. Thank you, St Johns, Jackie and her husband, our Benefactors, our
wonderful group, and the Fuller Company. – Cynthia Apkarian
What an unbelievable experience. This was our first time to Armenia and we hope we can go back one
day. Our Fuller House experience will never be forgotten. While we were a little nervous as to whether
we could accomplish our tasks, there truly is a job for everyone. Your team becomes your family and
everyone watches out for each other. The feeling and joy you have for the family when we completed
our work will remain in our hearts forever. And we were so proud and blessed to have our Fr. Aren bless
last years house with our group. It was an emotional experience! Jackie did an amazing just job showing
us different parts of Armenia. Her knowledge, respect, and love for our country truly showed. And the
food was amazing! Just when we thought there could not be a better meal, there was! If you have never
gone to Armenia, I would highly recommend going with Jackie’s Fuller House group. She left not one
stone unturned and everything planned was perfect.
Thank you for the wonderful experience, memories, new friends and for your hard work in making an
Armenian families dream come true - home ownership! - Tom and Nancy Banks
My trip to beautiful Armenia was made extra special this time because I was able to share all that was to
see and do with my mother, Cynthia, who had never been. We feel honored and humbled helping our
brothers and sisters in the Motherland. That, in itself is a gift!! - Dawn Karagosian
Armenia...... 4 years ago I took my son to Armenia with Jackie ElChemmas and the St. John Armenian
Church Fuller Center Housing Global Team. Not knowing what to expect, I was completely blown away
with the beauty of this land, the people, and the feeling I got of giving back to Armenia and to the
Armenian people. This year I had the opportunity to return again as a team member with my daughter,
my mother and my sister. We were 3 generations together traveling to one of the most beautiful places
on earth to serve in a mission of helping a wonderful young couple and their 2 boys. We as a group
bonded together, worked hard, played hard, laughed hard, and provided a safe and proper home for
“our” family to live and to grow in. When I returned home a friend asked what is it that you love so
much about Armenia and this build trip. I explained that there are really no words that can explain the
feeling I have for Armenia and the feeling of helping a mission like this. I could only describe it as if there
were strings that pull on your heart making you want to go back for more. Because of the St Johns team
led by Jackie and the generous donors/benefactors, I was able to share this experience with my family
by my side, make new friends along the way, while falling more in love with our Armenia. My hope is
that I will be able to continue to return many more times in the future to continue this mission of
providing families with a home...after all, Armenia’s beauty pulls you back wanting more.
– Lynne Kojamanian

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Hi everyone,
I hope everyone has had a fantastic summer!! We made so much Mahs, it
lasted all Spring and Summer!! It’s that time again - to ask for your help and
volunteer your time! With my husband’s surgery, Reagan and I made a batch
just to occupy our time a little which added some extra bags to the church
freezer. So, I was able to schedule after our church bazaar!
At the request of the majority of volunteers, Paul has provided us with
morning baking and bagging dates. Charlene and I were at the
church way too late last time. So, let’s try and see if this helps!!!
See below:
Mahs dough making/baking (2-3 hours max with enough help)
October 9th starting @ 10:30 am until finished
I’ll need at least four dough makers and one baker, plus myself.
* October 9th is Yom Kipper-no school for many students. If you have a high
school student in need of community service - RSVP them. Provide me with their full name, school and
grade (have them ask their counselor if they need a school form) via email and I’ll provide them with a
letter stating their hours and service, or fill out their school forms.
Mahs bagging
October 11th @ 11:00am
To make this morning go by fast - I will need a minimum of four parishioners. The more the merrier and
faster it goes by. I love listening to your stories!! ❤
As you know, this benefits our entire church. If you know of someone who would like to participate,
have them RSVP to me. I will also call the ladies on my “call list” tomorrow!
PLEASE RSVP -

RENEE APKARIAN 248-721-0174

Renee.apkarian@gmail.com

Thank you to Denise Karakashian who coordinated the
visit to Manoogian Manor. We would also like to thank our
Clergy, Deacons, Choir members and Guild members for
their participation in the Blessing of Grapes service.
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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St. John Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church
22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, MI 48075 • 248.569.3405

“The Church with the Golden Dome”
Wednesday, September 25, 2019

10 am – 2 pm

Sanctuary and Museum Tour
Traditional Armenian Buffet Luncheon
Sanctuary Tour Presentations by:
Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian, Pastor
Reverend Father Garabed Archpriest Kochakian,
Master of Arts in Armenian Architecture and Art
Reverend Deacon Rubik Mailian,
Sacred Music Director

Alex and Marie Manoogian Museum Tour:
Largest Armenian Museum in North America,
Directed by Lucy Ardash
Includes costumes from the Armenian Heritage Collection,
Under the direction of Paulette Apkarian
Donation - $25.00 per person
Please register early. Seating is limited.
For reservation information, please contact:
Diane Ekizian: dlekizian@yahoo.com 248.851.4069

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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Dear WG members, it’s once again that time to send out care
packages to our young family members attending college or
in the armed forces. Our goal is to send a loving message and
some special treats from St. John Women’s Guild, to let our
loved ones know we care!
Members ~ DON’T Forget the Guild’s Social Services Committee needs your completed
form NO LATER THAN October 1, 2019
Reminder: our October 10th meeting is a delayed meeting due to the Bazaar & too LATE to submit
your form, so don’t delay!
[One form per student/servicemember should be completed & mailing is only within the USA].

Form Mailed to

Nancy Panaretos 3160 Pikewood Ct., Commerce Twp., MI 48382

Name of student: ____________________________________________________
Currently attending: __________________________________________________
Address of college student / service member: ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Phone number of student: _____________________________________________
Name of contact person (family member): _________________________________
Phone number of contact person: ________________________________________
Form submitted by: ___________________________________________________

Thank you for helping us keep our young adults connected to our
St. John Armenian Church Family!

Any donations to defer mailing costs are appreciated
Please make checks out to St. John Women’s Guild
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
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10th Annual Health Fair and Blood Drive at
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit
The 10th Annual Live and Feel Better Health Fair 2019
(11:00 a.m. – 2 p.m.) and blood drive (11:00 a.m. – 5:00
p.m.) is on Saturday, October 5th, 2019 at St. John
Armenian Church of Greater Detroit at 22001
Northwestern Highway (at the Veterans Building),
Southfield, MI 48075.
This annual event is part of our church festival and offers
many FREE related health services for adults including
seniors.
At the health fair, you will be able to talk one-on-one with pharmacists and meet with
other healthcare professionals from a variety of other disciplines including vision and
hearing specialists. Free health fair services will include blood pressure, diabetes and
cholesterol screenings, vision and hearing checks. Flu shots will be available while
supplies last. Please be ready to provide insurance information.
In addition to that, the health fair will be paired with a Blood Drive for those who might
wish to give. For the children, Ascension Nurse and St. John Armenian Church Parishioner
Belinda Kabodian will be on hand to provide a special fun educational program on
nutrition and increasing their awareness of sugar intake.
This year’s Health fair partners include: Humana Health, Nurses from the DMC, Rite Aid,
HELP U Hear, Ascension Providence Hospitals, World Medical Relief and FAWN (Fighting
Aids with Nutrition), Renewed Mobility Chiropractic, Sport and Spine Institute, Michigan
Eyecare Institute, Michigan Blood and St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit, and
its Men’s Society.
For further information, please contact Pharmacist Greg Baise, Health Fair Chairman at
(313) 632-4962.

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org

