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A Message from our chairman… 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Women’s Guild Members, 
 
 
What a wonderful Sunday we had on September 10.  The khunjook was so much fun.  I wanted to be 
a kid again!  Thank you to the committee for working so hard to plan and execute this day of fun.   
 
We need your help at the Bazaar.  Both the Hot Foods line and the Bake Sale still have 
open slots.  Contributing to the Bake Sale at the Bazaar is one of our obligations as Women's Guild 
members.  Please see the volunteer link to the SignUp Genius in the newsletter or the baked goods 
donation link also in the newsletter.   
 
On October 28, please join us for the Gala celebration.  We are celebrating 85 years and the Heritage 
Collection is celebrating 50 years.  A flyer is enclosed with all the information about the evening.  I hope 
you will join us.   
 
Lastly, I worry about our brothers and sisters in Artsakh.  I know we all want to do something to help 
them.  For now, we can contact our congressional representatives and continue to pray.      

 
Prayerfully yours, 

 

Sara Andonian 
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our dear member Esther Kulhanjian 
on August 24, 2023. Our deepest condolences to Esther’s family and friends. 
 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Virginia Mekjian on September 6, 
2023.  Our deepest condolences to Virginia’s family and friends. 
  

       - Asdvadz Hokeeneruh Loosavoreh   
   
      ________________ 
 

 
Zaven and Marilyn Dadian are pleased to announce the engagement of their son Zaven to Arpi 
Dayian, daughter of Vahe and Nora Dayian.  He popped the question in August and the big 
day will be sometime next year! Congratulations! 
 

 

_________________ 
 

Congratulations to Denise Chiroyan on the birth of her grandaughter, Talia Ani Conti, on 
September 8, 2023.  Proud parents are Michael and Brigitte Conti.   

 
      __________________ 

 
                                 KNITTING CLUB 

 
The knitting club  is back in full force every Thursday from 10am-noon in the Vartan 
room. The group will get together the third Thursday of every month – no experieince 
necessary – come and learn while making new friends!  We are knitting baby blankets 

for St. Joe’s Hospital. Please reach out to Linda Assarian linda.assarian@gmail.com
     

     _______________ 
 

Alternatives for Girls 
 

Every year the Women’s Guild has donated personal hygiene items for girls and 
young teens who are at risk. With everything going on in the world right now, these 
girls are more in need than ever. As always, we will be gathering together to pack up 
the bags before the November general body meeting and elections in the church 
ballroom. Please start collecting these items now because November will be here 
before we know it! 

      ________________   
       

 
   The new Women’s Guild directories are available.  Please reach out to Linda Tiffany  
   (248)549-7106/anytiff@comcast.net if you have not received yours yet. 
 
      ________________  
 
 
 

Do you have some big news you would like to share with the Women’s Guild? 
Please email Nyree Giragosian nyreevgir@gmail.com or call/text (248)231-2547 
with the information.  Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month. 
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Sat., Sept. 30th Bazaar Kickoff 6:00pm-11:00pm – reservations required 

Wed., Oct 4th  College Student/Service Member Care Package Deadline – see flyer 

Wed., Oct 4th  General Body Meeting – 7:00PM ZOOM 

Fri., Oct 6th &  
Sat. Oct. 7th  

Church Bazaar  

Sat., Oct. 14th  World Medical Relief 1:00pm-3:00pm.                                                                  
Contact Edith Baise (313)673-3325 or ebaise@umich.edu  

Thurs., Oct. 19th  Knitting Club 10am-noon – Vartan room 

Sat., Oct. 28th  Women’s Guild Gala Celebration – 85th Anniversary of the Women’s Guild 
and 50th Anniversary of the Heritage Collection.  

Wed., Nov. 1st  General Body Meeting, Elections, Alternatives for Girls collection. 

Sat., Nov 4th  Painting workshop presented by Fr Garabed Kochakian – see flyer. 

Wed., Nov. 15th  Executive Board Meeting 

Wed., Dec. 6th  Christmas Gathering – look for details in November 

Wed., Dec 13th  Executive Board Meeting 

Sun., Dec. 17th  Cookie Sale 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Women’s Guild Executive Board Elections are 
upon us (11/1/2023). You may receive a call 

from one of our nominating committee 
volunteers asking if you would be interested 

in running for the Guild Board - Please 
consider saying yes. It’s a great way to 

become more involved with the Women’s 
Guild and it is not as time consuming as you 

may think. Reach out to our                   
nominating committee chair 

Yerchanig Joy Callan with any questions.  

(248)533-6320/yerchanigc@gmail.com  
 

Any qualified member of the Women’s Guild who is 
a dues-paying member of the local parish may be 

elected a member of the Executive Committee after 
one year of membership in the Guild. 
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BAZAAR    
 Final 
BAKING 

DATE! 
  

This is the last week for Bazaar Baking –              
all that is left to do is Yalanchi! 

 
   Tuesday, October 3rd 9:00am – noon -Yalanchi (a sit-down job) 
    (Led by Debbie Green and Sara Gozmanian)  

 

All are welcome! 
Bring your very good hands 
No experience necessary!!! 

 
We are also looking for volunteers to work at the Hot 

Foods and Bake Sale booths– you are welcome to sign 
up for both using this QR Code or link! 

 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2DA1FCC25-20231#/ 
 

Don’t forget about your Women’s Guild Membership 
obligation for your baked good/monetary donation. Use 
this “Sign Up Genius” QR Code or the link below to let 

us know what you will be bringing. 
 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2DA1FCC25-baked1#/   
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2DA1FCC25-20231#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFAD2DA1FCC25-baked1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/13574D805A4CDEFC7AC5-stjohn
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Every year the Women’s Guild had donated personal hygiene items 

for girls and young teens who are at risk. With everything going on 

in the world right now, these girls are more in need than ever. 

Every year, we put together gift bags before the November 

executive board election meeting. This year, we will be gathering 

together to pack up the bags before the general body meeting and 

elections on November 1st from 5:30 – 7:00 in the church ballroom. 

 

Alternatives for Girls is asking for: 

Body Wash - Deodorant - Toothpaste/brushes   

Hair Combs - Individual tissue packets                  

Bottled water - Socks 

• Feminine hygiene products (pads rather than tampons). 

• Shampoo and conditioner (could really use hair care 

products for natural black hair as they never have 

enough). 

• As we get into the cooler months, mittens and gloves 

will come in handy and foot warmers. 

• We also serve young men throughout street outreach 

(about 5% of the people we meet). Men’s body wash and 

socks would also be appreciated. 

Contact Sue Vian with any questions (248)414-5246. 

The Women’s Guild will send out an email blast as we get closer to 
with any changes/updates 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Khunjook 2023 – A Festival for All! 
           By Nyree Giragosian and Karen Kalajian 

 

For the second consecutive year, St. John Armenian Church of Southfield, 
Michigan, transformed its tranquil grounds into a vibrant hub of excitement as it 
joyously welcomed families and eager church school children back to Sunday 
School. After a lengthy summer recess, the church grounds buzzed with the joyful 
sounds of children’s laughter, warm embraces, and eager anticipation for a new 
school year. As the children’s smiles lit up the day, they happily reunited with their 
familiar friends and eagerly extended hands to form new bonds with fellow 
parishioners, destined to mature into lifelong friends. 
 
The Women’s Guild orchestrated a festive Khunjook, a family fun picnic, on 
Sunday, September 10, 2023. Families enjoyed an inflatable bouncy obstacle 
course with thrilling slides and a dedicated bouncy house for the youngest 
attendees. Craft tents offered the children creative outlets for artistic expression, 
and a colorful photo booth with whimsical props captured precious memories. Over 

200 guests enjoyed a raffle of themed baskets, ventured their guesses in a Jelly Belly jar guessing game, and savored 
the delicious Hunter House Food Truck, serving mouthwatering burgers and crispy fries. The tantalizing scent of 
freshly popped popcorn wafted through the air, mingling with the aroma of fresh fruits, vegetables, cookies, pretzels, 
and candy. Against this backdrop, the music of the Nigosian Band, playing spirited Armenian dance music, transported 
everyone together into a world of delight.  
 
The Khunjook committee worked enthusiastically together to ensure our families would enjoy this delightful day! Thank 
you, Paulette Apkarian, for your leadership, and thank you to the committee for your tireless dedication, ensuring that 
this day would be cherished by our church community for years to come. The team’s commitment deserves our 
heartfelt gratitude. A special thank you extends to our dedicated committee members: 

 
     Alexandra Apkarian 
     Paulette Apkarian 
     Renee Apkarian 
     Christine Atesian   
     Marilyn Dadian 
     Michelle Samarian Ducato   
     Lauren Reizian-Gershonowicz 
      

 

            Nyree Giragosian 
            Frances Hagopian 
            Sarah Hagopian 
            Kathy Hasse 
            Karen Kalajian 
            Dawn Karagosian 
            Lynne Kojamanian 
             

  Donna Lafian 

             Diana Mardigian 
             Jenni Morris  
             Christine Sarafian 
             Maral Thomas 
             Kathy Torigian 

Our Khunjook event was a resounding success, and it would not have been possible without the incredible generosity 
of dozens of people. Your dedication to our Women’s Guild and St. John Armenian Church is not just appreciated; it 
is etched in our hearts forever. Our community is a treasure, where support flows, especially towards our youth, given 
with open hearts and love. Thanks to our remarkable donors who selflessly gave their time and resources, our Free 
Will Offering event became a true celebration. We would also like to give recognition to the newest member of our 
family, Marie Semarjian, and her husband Chuck, Armen Arslanian, Lisa Mardigian, Karen Kazarian, Laurie Reizian, 
and Brian Thomas. Your contributions have made a difference; we thank you.   
 
As we reflect on this year’s success, we are already excited about next year’s Khunjook and cannot wait to see the 
joy and anticipation in the eyes of our children once more. Together, we are creating memories that will last a lifetime. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Women’s Guild visit to Manoogian Manor 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 

 

We are so fortunate to have Women’s Guild member Elise Papazian organize 
our Feast Day Visits to the Manoogian Manor throughout the year. 

She would like to share the message below.    

 

“Saturday, September 23rd, St. John Armenian church (with choir 
members including Stephen Karougian, Marianne Dardarian – 
organist, George Boyagian – deacon, St. John Armenian Church 
Women’s Guild and Men’s Society, conducted services led by Fr. 
Aren Jebejian for residents of Manoogian Manor honoring the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  Fr. Aren, before offering 
communion, explained to residents how the cross represents 
teachings of Christ, His sacrificial life, and His never ending love.  
The next day, on Sunday, September 24th, Manoogian Manor 
hosted a tea after church in the St. John Ballroom, along with a 
slideshow, with two short speeches/testimonials – one by Lynn 
Kojamanian and one myself (only fond memories of dad’s 13 
months at Manoogian Manor).  Feeling unable to calm my 
thoughts due to a plethora of ugliness in my ancestral 
homeland, the weekend activities felt timely to gather 
with folks and remind them they matter! I thank God 
for you good people in my life – you each make a sweet 
difference.” 
 
 
 

Thank you, Elise, all of the Women’s Guild and Men’s 
Society members, choir, and clergy, who were able 
to attend the Manoogian Manor gathering – these 

visits mean the world to the residents. 
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